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HUMVAN P

As Viewcd b;' .ir. Tenzz

NY school-boy asked to char-
acterize tiie nineteenthcen-

the age of progress. But
if it wvere further queried,
what constitutes progress
and what are the best
ineans of pror-noting it,
the deepest l)hilosophers

would be found to hesitate and differ
wvidely in their replies.

It will be of interest, therefore, to ascer-
tain what are the views that find niost
favor in our tinie, and these will
be found inost clearly exposed in the
-.vritings of the leading poets, since it
lias been truly said that the poets are the
best lîistorians. Mr. Tennyson and Mr.
Browning are the two leading singers of
our days, and it is proposed to, sum uI)
and estimate the value of their theories
of human progress and of the method to
be pursued in attaining it. To fix a
standard whcreby to do this, a few ideas
will be prernised as to, what is here ac-
,cepted as the true notion of b:uman pro-
gress.

Man is a composite being made up of a
body and a soul and in his soul are two
Ieading faculties, the intellect and the wili.
Hlence the necessity of a three-fold culti-
vation-physical, intellectual and moral.
Frogress, then, may be defined the bar-
rnouions developnîent of ail the faculties
et mani, a physical developient to be
attained by a tliorouuh; knowledge and
observance of the laws of hygiene and of
the mneans of preventing disease, an in-
tellectual development to be evidenced by
a firnmer grasp of truthi and by a widening
of its horizon, as weli as by an increased
power of coîîceiving and exprea-sing lofty'
ideals of beauty, anîd finally a moral
developinent to be îîîarked by a world-
wide observance of the code laid
down by the Divine Law-giver in
the gospel. Truth being universal,
this idea of progress includes a
knowledge of nature's laws and their
application to proniot material l)rosperity
as w~ell as the establishmient tlîroughout
the world of free and relatively perfect
political institutions.
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How do Mr. Tennyson'ls views coni-
pare withi this standard. Excluding the
idea of physical developnient as hardly
constituting a thenie for nmodern poet.y,
there reniains to be exanîined his notions
on intellectual and moral progress, tliese
being accepted as embracing likewise
material and political developinent. ?M1r.
Tennyson makes progress consist in a
graduai evolution of the po%çers of the
race, an evolution ever subject to one
urdversal law and leading up to the
mîileniumi, to the tinie "0f those that eye
to eye shahl look on knowledge; under
whose commîand is earth and earth's. And
in whose*hand is -iature like a book." This
applies particularly to intellectual pro-
gress. Its essence, according to, hlm, is
knowledge and therefore truth. So far he
is with us, but he stops short of the true
good. The intellect must be content with
a knowledge of nature anîd of the general
laws that govern her ; into the clearer,
brighter Iight of the spiritual world it must
not dare enter, for tliere it is out of its
sphere of action and cai only wander
about in hopeless bewilderment. Its
highest conception nmust be thiat of law.

And as the %vill follows the intellect,
Mr. Tennyson in tlîus bounding the range
of mental development within the narrow
his of nature likewise cripples man's
capability for moral perfection, and is
logically forced to set a correspondingly
low standard of moral developmeîît.
Not that tlîe great laureate who wears
"the white flower of a hlanîeless life " has
ini bis writings sinned against morality iii
is technical sense. Fe'v Englishn poeis
have been more moral than he in ilîcir
wvorks. But by the exclusion of the
spiritual elenmeni in life, Mr. Tennyson is
forced to make nîorality consist chiefly ini
the universal presence of a spirit of concord
and brotherly love, producing in timie a
higher societ'., in wvhich "iie war-drumi
thîrobs-no longer and the battle flags ar-
furied, in the parliament of nman, the
federation of the world."'

True, he would have nien
-Arise ind fly

The recling fain, the sensuous feist,
Muve tupwird, working out the h)cast,
And let the ape and tiger (lie."


