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From the Novascotian,

PROVINCIAL PARLIAMENT.

Geological Survey.

This morning (Apri) 10,) Me J. Young mo-
ved the following Resolution, in the Committee
of Supplyi—

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Com-
mittee, that the sum of ‘L'wo Hundred Pounds
be granted and placed at the dispasal of Ihs
Lxeellency the Licutenant-Governor, to curry
on a Geological Sarvey of this Proviuce, in
order 10 nseortain the position and extent of
its Mines and Minerals, und particularly to
discover the Beds of Roek Saltand Lime
Stone.

He stated that he hoped the proposition
would meet with the almost unanimous assent
of the House 3 the purpose whechit was the ob-
jeet ofthe resolution to accomplish, would be
admitted to be oue of great i portance ; as, by
a Geolwgicul Survey, conducted upon proper
priuciples, and_noder the direction of a gen-
tleman of scientific attinments, the muneral
wealth and resources of the conntry would be
explored and brought befure the public eye,
and a stimulous given for the employment of
dormant capital in enterprises of extensive nad
perinancat wtibity,  The gentleman whose
e was mentioned in the resolution, had
alrendy been engnged for a considerable period
in the researches of this nature, nnd had pub-
hished a work onthe Geology and Minernlogy
uof the proviuce, ndmirable forthe extent and
minuteness of its informatian, and the result of
the indefatigable exertions of its author, By
the aitd of the seience of Geology, n judgment
wight be formed from an inspection of the
surfuce of the character nud properties of the
struta beneath,  He could not enter into the
subject at present, except w show the reason
for grauting the suwm propesed.  An ignorant
person, from an examination of'the surface of a
soil, could form no iden of the order of strata
beneath ; but the person who was sequainted
with the principles of Geology knew the ar-
rangemenis which obtained in the different
chasses of formations, and could predict, from
an inspection of the superficial layers, those
that were placed below. The house needed
not to be told the benefit which would result to
the fisheries, from the discovery of salt mines,
and from working them extensively, Then
sgain, over every part of the Couutry were
distributed quantties of lime stone, whieh
might be rendered of cxtensive utility to those
eungaged in agricultural pursuis. In the old
conntry wherever this substance was found,
it was largely employed fur purposes of culti-
vation, and he was desirous that, in this Pro-
vince, the same system should- be introduced.
It was the object of the present resolution to
8sgist the efforts of private industry, in the dis-
covery of those mincral substances which
wereintimately cannectod with the prosperity
of the Fisherics, and of the Agricnlture of
the Province. It was the inteution of Dr.
Gesner, if this sum of money should be pln-
ced of his disposal, to employ two miners
to proceed with him in the survey ; and where-
ever, from an examination of the surface, he
should be led to belseve that there wane a biody
of salt below, to sink a shaftin order to ascer-
its thickness, so as to afford to capitalist some
duta upan which they might found their cal-
eulations as to the prospeet of employing their
inoney in this way, with any hopes of a pro-
fitable return. These miiierals were under
the controul of the Province, and might be
made to contribute to its prosperity.  The ob.-
Ject of the resolution wns, not to institute a
vague search after particular minerals, which
might be the source of gratificition te a geolo--
gical counvisscur, but to direct attention to

those of more usciul parts of the science, by
the aid of which, the weaith and  prozperity of
the country would be promoted, nnd its reves
nue increased. e trusted, therefore, that ol
those who were desirous to render their nssis-
tance to the developement of our Provineial
resources, that all those who wished to seea
spirit of activity and cnterprise stivred up
among the inhabitaats of the country, would
give their supportto the Revolution. 1t nnght
perhaps be abjected, that our mines and ¢ i-
neruls were in the hauds of an Euglish Assocta.
tion, and it was folly to spend our money in
researches tending only to the benefit of stran-
gers 3 but the substances named in the resolu-
uon did not come within the terms of the
Liease which the Mining Cosopany held, and in
them there was a wide ficld for scientific in-
vestigntion.  With these explanations he would
move the resolution, nud if its gencral scope
was ncceptable to the committee, he felt cons
fident that the sum he had inserted would be
considered extremely moderate, when taken
in connexion with the importance of the object
it was given to accomplish.

Mr Steioart opposed the resolution. No
manu was more willing than bauself to give to
Doctor Gesner the credit which he deserved
for his indeftigable exertions, in deseloping
the minersl wealth ofthe Province, but the
sum now proposed to be granted was for the
purpnse of commencing a general Geological
survey, which, before it was completed, would
cost at least £2000, 1If the first step were
taken, the rest would follow ns an inevitable
consequence. Besides, he did not see the use
of these researches, while every thing we had,
except perhaps the very dust of the ficlds, was
in the possession of o wealthy Enghsh Com-
pany.  If the Houn. gentlemun from Sydney
wonhl go to Cumberland, by would find salt
springs there, ho would find tou an abundance
of rock salt, but for what purpose? Did the
Province get any benefit by them?  No it was
the Compnny, and they only, who benefitted.
As for couls, they were abundant every where.
It was wot necessaryto set out to discover
them,
plenty of that in Annapelis, ‘The mine there
had been worked, butit had been found an un-
profitable speculation.  He sdmitted that, in
aseientific pont of view, the nvestigaton
might be important ; and under other circum-
stances, hie would be disposed to encourage it ;
but when the Proviuc.al funds were slready
in a state of depression and embarrassmeat,
he waould not think of giving lus wsseut to this
sum, leading, as it incvitably would to n senies
of others, that would entail upon the Province
a charge of  or 3 thousand ponnds.

I'lis question having been taken upon the
Resaolution, it was carried by a considerable
majority.

When the Report of the Committee was
brought up to the Heouse on the next day, Mr
McDonald moved that it should not be recei-
ved—which elicited a discussion, the first part
of which we did not hear.  Messrs. Young had
supported — Messrs, Doyle, and lHowe, and
athers opposed it.  We heard the concluding
part of

Mr W.Young's speech, whe said he was in
favour of receiving the Report. Ile urged
upon the house the vast importance to the Pro-
vince ofahie contemplated survey. e spoke
of the cxestions alrcady made by Dr. Gesner,
in collecting the information wupon which
his werk was founded. He thoughtit wus
the duty of the Legislator to cncourage the
application of uative talent, to the develope-
naeht of our Pioviticial resources, and he refer-

red 1o the example 6 Massachussetts, andsome
of the-other older Colonies, where these inves-

tigations has been instituted, and had Leen

productive of the best. results-to their. wealth

With respuct to iron ore, there waus

and prosperity., Ie was surprised to sve
this vote oppuscd by the hon. members from
Halifux aud Isle Madnme, who knoew the
value of science, and who, hie hoped, would
uot have been indifferent to the honor and ad-
viincensent of the Provinee,

My Howe thought it was scarcely fuir for
gentlemen who came from the other side of
the Atlantie, to reproach others with indifter-
cuce to the welfure of the country in vhich
they were burn.  He trusted that thiere was
not a wan in that Assembly, whose bosowm
throbbed mare ardently with regard for Nova
Scotia than Ius ownj; but this was not a ques-
ton whether hier resources shull be developed,
and her character ruised —but low that was to
be dune.  "Fhe question is, whether we shall, at
a time when our T'reasury is exhausted, coms
mence a Geological Survey of the proviuce,
upon a bold Resolution without any previons
mquiry, as to the abititics of the party 10 be
employed—the sum necessury—time to be tu-
Ken—or the probuble results? or whether we
shall wait until the matter can be taken up,
o style worthy of the Legisiature and the
country, by the appointment of a Commitics
to mvestigate the facts, and by the judicious
expenditure of some three or four thousand
ponnds.  ‘The effect of this Resolution will be
to lure Dr. Gesever nway from his profession,
to make partial examunations and reporig—
and, when we micet again next year, we must
provide further sums, and in fact tnke him on
the Civil List. I am anxious to pay the Dr. a
complintent for his talent and exertions—to let
him see and feel that the country eppreciate
his lubors—~and 1 am disposed to accompany
the Resolution withn presentof £100. But
this praposivion holds out a pledge that the
House will do, what it has peither funds not
the information to enableit toundertake. Far
better will it be to leave the Dr. to follow out
lus own rescearches in his own way, togive him
a bonus and bid him Gad speed, than to tempt
him away from lus usual avocations, to comna
mence what must end in failure, from the mode
in which itis to be begun, If n Geological
Survey, costing 3000 guineas, were made, that
would be u document thatin other counties
would carry authority with it, that would attract
foreigu capital into the province, and raise (he
charcetar of the Legislature ; but these piece~
meal exanunations, without plan, funds or con-
nexion, would be of httleuse. Appenls to the
feelings are out of place on a suhject like this
—1the judgment and reason should be addres-
sed. Let us not be lead away by these learn~
ed enumerations of our minerals, nor by even
thy pillars of salt, which the hou. member
from Sydney has raised.  Already our know-
ledge of the country’s resources, outstrips our
capital and enterprise.  We know there ure
beds of iron ore iv Pictou aud in Moose River,
tut who works them 7 Avethere not sbun-
dance of conlsin Onslow and Cumberlund, but
who s there to embark eapntal in either place.
And as to Plaister and Lunc, there are hun-
dreds of bhuds that 1equire no Geologists to dis-
cover—ulich conld now be pointed outto Ca.
‘pitalists by the members of this House, in their
different towns and countiecs—where then is the
necessity of wasting money, which we have not
got, in premature and partial exuminations,
when there are neither cuterprise nor indus-
try mn the country to mnke tle most of the
kuewledge which all at present possess.-

Mr B. Swmithy-though fully impressed. witli
the importance of the work, and with* the ta-
lents of the person to whose charge it was
proposed to commit it, could not, under pre-
sent circumstances, think the house justifi-
ed in embarking in & messure which would’
entail s0 great a charge upon the Province.
Unlcss the house could set apart £1000 for

the survey, it was in vain to commeuce the



