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Lhat precedenco rests on n circular despatch of world, nod certainly by far the most ancient glandular tunors resembling gofire.  Uanquired
Earl Groy, bearing dato tho 20th of November, building in this city. It is now uscd as a Mosk, of his holiness why it was that, since Damascus
1817, which, on a literal conatruction, would ap- and jealously guarded from theappronch of Chris-  is was watered by eight streame,—as [ had learnt
pear to indicato thutRoman Catholic archbishops tinns, so that 1 conld only steal furtive glances was .* » cnse,—two only shoulkd have been spece-
should ronk immediately after Anglican arch-. at 1t through the door which opens into one 6f fied <o particularly by the Syrian captain?  1lo
bishops, and Reman Catholic bishups after Anghi- the bLazanrs, it appearcd to be a hasilicn of told me that all were derived from two wain
can lu.shops If, however, this wero Lord Grey's noble proportions, consisting of a nave and single 'sources, viz : tho Barwda and the Phegee, and
fotcntion, l} was, ton cqrmiu oxtent, modificd by Iateral nisles, the columns hiasing their capitals that these ave doubtless the Abaua and Pharpar
a later dccmqu. conveying in a despatch to the richiy foliasted, and supporting—uot arches, ns in 'respectively.  The general nccuracy of thiy state-
Governor of New South Wales, dated the 9th of the Basilica of Justinian, now tho Mask Bl Aksa ment I had the opportunity of testing on the
Jauuary, lRl!{. in which be expresses his opinion  at Jevusalem—but an architrave, which carries morrow: but I find that Mr. Porter does not
that the c.\ngllcnn Bishop nl'.Syulnoy, oxercising the wall of the clerestory, as in the Basilien of 8. confizm the acrount, and as he has revided so
the l‘uncuqns of a Metropolitan over the other Helenn at Bethleliem. Tho history of thia mag- wany years in Damascus, and seems thoroughiy
Anglican bishops of dustralin, shoull retain pre- nificent structure has been fully investignted by to have examined those questions, I must defer
cedence over the Roman Catholic archbishop, ex- M, Quatremdre, and most learnedly illustrated 'to his opinion, based upon fuller knowledge,
ercising (I presume) similar functions over bishops from Arabic sources in n note to his exccllent ' while I can by no means aceept his identification
of his communion. _tunaslation of Makrizis' ¢ History of the Mamlouk ™

Thig decision, however, is fur from sottling all | gyltans,” to which T must refer the ccolesiologi-"!
the questions which nny arise upon tho creation  ¢q1 archreologist for further information, which”
of any new Roman Catholic Archbishopric, or by . would bo scarcely suitable to theso mages.  Qne |
tho grant of Metropalitan powers to Roman question, however, I was unexpectedly enabled
Catholic prelates.  As, therefore, I foel no doubt, g clear up beyond all doubt, and the ~ diseovery "
with respect to the rato which ought to bo 0b-, as extremely interesting in overy view. From'
served, I think it best to give you at once such . ¢ho various and sometimes conflicting accounts”
instructions os may preclude any controversy which the ancient Mohammedan writers have '
in tho colony under yous' government. given of the conversion of the sito of the old

I have ne wish or intention to depart from the church into n Mosk, it is oxtremely difficult to
apirit of Lord Grey’s despateh, nor to withdraw (jotermine whother any part of the original '
the recognition of the Roman Catholic Episcopato, grructure was spared, and although the present *
which it conveyed  But I think it most undesi- | qppearance of the building, as has been intimated,
rable, and I doubt whether my predecessor him: | ywould certainly warrant the conclusion that the
solf could havo intended, _t\mt.lfc.r Majesty’s | yuilding is substantially the same, yet this fact’
Qovernment sbould occupy itself in discussiugtho , ;might have been accounted for by tho ecircum-’
comparative rank .duc within that and other Epis  geances that Abdel-Melik employed Greek Clrie-
copates to archbisheps and to bishops, or to . tign architects in the erection of his Mosk  But’

tishops excrcising, and to those not (xercising ' tho nctual existence of an original Greek insorip-
metropolitan jurisdiction. And I think it wholly tion on the building is decisive as to its originnl !

objectionable that the precedence of Prelates of * jesignation for the purpose o Christian worship.
the National Church should be made dependent \ypile walking through the bazaar adjoining the
on theinternal constitution of the Roman Catholic . church a Christian shopkeeper informed us” that
Hierarchy, and so conscquently on the act of by ascending to the roof of tho bazaars we could
forcign authosity. survey tho whole length of the Mosk externally,
Iu‘m clearly of opiuion, .thc‘reforc. th:tt,- ne- and ho guided us up some narrow and decayed
glecting all subonliuato distiuctions, tho Episco-  giairs to the roof.  We measured 150 paces along
pato which derives its rank from the Queen's jylie sido of the building and about 30 yards more, |
Letters l.’atcul. should t.nlfo p.rcccdenco of any . tg which we could not gain access,—giving a"
other Episcopate not deriving its rank from any jength of not much less than 600 fect.  We noticed
such Letters Patent, and that the dignities of o very richly carsed cornice, which must have’
Metropolitan Archbishop, or (it may be) Patri- gyrmountedaverylofty door, in the north transept, !

arch, should only bo recognized by lier Majests's ‘g4 thefrieze is above theroof of the bazaar, which
Officers when admitted by Bishops of each Com- ghuts upon it: and along the architrave "imme- '

}'}",:'J?':,:’d”ﬁ':lﬁm’g L:h:i,r“prccﬁc{co "nt{" s dintely below the cornico, wo decipherod the |
adm » YO tll not tako notice of i ni iption,— '
them, bhut will censtder all Romau Culhu’lic' following fragment of an intcription,
Prelates a3 taking rank within the colony of
Jawaicn, according to the date of their conse- "
cration to the rank of Bishop.
1 bave the honor to be, Sir,
Your most obedient humbleservant,

Governor Darling. NEWCASTLE.

TANAINNANKAIHAECIIOTIACOTENTENEAIKAITE- '
NEAL

5 «Thy kingdom is [......a kingdom] of all ages,

'and Thy dominion throughout all generations.”,

',—-Psalm clv. 13. :

Porcign Lcclesiastical Entelligence,

jand to find that, while the aseription of praise’

'
R

of the Pharpar.

We left Damascue at 3.15, and pausing a winle
at the well known Sheikh's tomb nbuve Salahigel,
to take o last fond look of this lovely city, wo saw
below us, on the south, at the fout of the hill,
Barada issuing forth, in o copious and rapid
atream, from o wady formed in the roots of Anti-
Libanus 1t is thence divided into maoy chan-
nels, whether by nature or art I cannot say; and
after saturating the gardons, its small residucis
collected again into one strcam, which flows
through the plain El-Gbutab, ond is finally lost
in tho large marshy pool called Bahret csh-
Shurkiychie.ee.,

Pursuing our way over rough, broken grouad,
the skirts of Anti-Libouus, we came, at five
o’clock, to a Khan, situated at a bridge overa
stream, hero called Yezid, ncar a small village
named Dummar. The stream was narrow, but
rapid, aud the chanucl very deep. The water is
anid to bo excelient and flows from a very copious
fountain about three hours up the valley, which
fountnin is the Thegee of which the Patriarch
spoke. A little lower down than the Khan and
village of Dummar, part of the stream runs off
into the Barada, rendering the waters of the lat-
ter less unwholesome than they were above thia
confluence; and the native doctors say that the
Barada would be deadly poison but for the ad-
mixture of the Phegee—of tho exccllenco of
which all spenk with perfect eothusiasm. it
runs as far as Salahiyeh, from whence it is con-
voyed by closed pipes to Damnscus, where it sup-
plics almost every house in the city with a small
fountain of drinking water. We had not time to
visit the fountain, the picturesque beauties of

" which are described by old Mauandrell, and, in

more recent times, by Yorter, in his ¢ Five years
in Damascus.”

Having halted o fow minutes at the Kbao, and
refreshed ourselves with bread and coffec, we
crossed the Nhar Barade and procecded up the
right bank of the river through Wady Barads,

. ! tho waters of which presented o striking contrast,
, It was consolatory to rend this testimony to’ even in appearance, to the sparkling waters of
b indefectibility of Christ’s kingdom on o mosk, u
}

the Yezid or Phegee. They looked dull and heavy,
aod rolled down in their channel like molten lead,

EXCURSIONS IN PALESTINE & SOUTHERN
YRIA.

DAMASCUS TO DAALDEK.

TUE GREAY MOSK OF DAMASCUS, FORNERLY TIUE
BASILICA OF ST, JONY. BAPTIST—THE ABANAAND
PUARPAR—SLX-WADY-BARADA, ANCIENT ADBILA
= ZEDDAN] =~ ANTI-LIDANUS ~— HOLLOW SYRIA——
LEBANON ILLUMINATED.

Friday, May 19, —Beforo quitting Damascus, I
must note down one or two observations which I
mado thero of historical or antiquarian interest.
And first, the noble church of St. John Baptist
doserves moro than a passiog notice, being prob-

ably one of the o3t vencrablo churchesin tho!

,from human lips in reasonable servico has been | resembling muoh the turbid brooks which flow
\silenced for upwards of a thousand years, tho !l from metallic mioes,—only that these waters
YOIy stones have cried out of the wall, witnessing ' wero treacherously clear. We passed several
ythat tiis usurped dominion of the false prophet ': villages near tho river in the dark, for it was
.8 n%t for ever, but that the Galilean wiil again ;’ 9.30 befor&&vc real::hed our halting [:llnce,dat S&k
, ono day conquer. “Wady Barads, where we encamped under the
' Iinvestigated with much dilligence the question ' sbnd{w of a great rock opposite to the village,
of the waters of Damascus, and obtnined from the and drank o the water without much apprehen-
Patriarch avd us attendants the following infor- ! sion from the exceptional use of it.  Far different
”;inutngw. rwlnch T,M afterwards tv;tcﬁi dnm% cn;\-' is it with iho poo(xl‘ people ‘Jh‘} inhabit ltlho vxlluﬁes
n+firmed from other testimony. ad already | on its banks; and a friend of mine who passed a
ijlearnt incidentally, from an independent witaess, . night at this place o few months before me, had
'l that the city of Damascus is supplicd with drink- ! experienco of its fatal effeots  He was agked to
liing water from two principal sources; while the | prescribe for a poor woman whom he found in the
' most copious streams which permente tho gardens ‘lnst stage of goitre. e was no kakim, except
u

! are wholly unfit to drink, and are, in fact, not [l in the estimation of the natives, and had ho been
! touched by the inhabitants, a3 the water produces the most skilful physician in the world the case



