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Tak story of the ¢ Natiounal Tribute’
to Professor Ruskin is told in the April
number of the Mugazine of Art. Never
(says tho writer) did the general feeling
of reverent adwmiration and affoctionate
esteem with which the late John Ruskin
was regarded, fid fuller and happier ex-
pression than on the occasion of the at-
tainment of his eightieth birthday, on
the 8th of Fobruary, 1898. Occasional
tributes, of a special nature and of & more
or less public character, had been _oﬁ'crcd,
it is true, to the genius of Coniston at
various times, but never were such ap-
preciative addresses presented to him as
those which so signally commemorated
the last anniversary, as it proved, of the
day on which he was born. Of the four
formal addresses of congratulation pre-
sented on ‘he occasion, the principal one
was of such significance and compre-
hensive importance as to render it a
document of an almost natiousl char-
acter. It consists of twenty-four leaves
of vellum, each page having, as al-
ready stated, an illuminated border
bearing the miniatures, emblems,‘und
numerous other typical devices associated
with the constituent bodies concerned in
the presentation, and specially connected
with Mr. Ruskin’s life-work. While
these minutely-studied subjects would be
recognizable at a glance by Mr. Ruskin
himself, it is probable that they would
not be so readily discerned by anyone
who is not intimately acquainted with
tho representative subjects in which he
over took the keenest delight. It will,
therofore, be well thut any such par-
ticulurs should be explained as the reader
proceeds with the examination of the
piages. Tho first page preceding the
address bears the Ruskin coat-of-arms
and crest (as supplied from the College
of Arms) claborately emblazoned, with
helmet, sword and buckler. The arms
comprise a silver chevron bearing three
cruss crosslets fitchée, gules, between six
silver spear-heads on a sable shield, three
in chief and three in base. The crest
censists of & boar's head, gules, charged
with two golden cross-crosslets fitchée on
the neck ; and the motto is ** Age quod
agis,”
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15 the villh of St. Agatha, near Bus-
setto in Italy, stood, for many years, an
old spinet. It had no strings left, its lid
was loat and its keyboard was likened by
one who saw it to a jaw with long and
worn-out tecth. On the removal of ono
of the jacks the followiny; inseription was
discovered :

1, Stephen Cavalettl, made these Jacks anew and
covered thom with leather and fitted the pedals ; and
these, togcther with the jacks, . give gratis, seeing
the good disposition of the hoy, (:uiu-{n e Venli, for

A

learning to play the Instrument, which is of itself
reward enough to me for my trouble.”

This spinet emeritus was purchased in
1820 by Carlo Verdi, an innkeeper of Le
Roncolo in the Duchy of Parma, Italy,
for his seven-year-old son. The passion
of tho child for the grinding organs that
occasionally passed through tho villuun
was evidently the cause of this er. a-
vagance, which, from & practical point of
view, may have been a premature pur
chase, as it is said that the child’s angor
at not heing able to reproduce, one duy,
certain chords, that, to his delight, he
had discovered the day bofore, was vented
on the instrumont itself with a hammer.
This incident evidently accounts for the
necessary repairing done by Stephen

Cavaletti, but the boy received from his:
fathor a blow that he never forgot, and.

the spinot was thereafter treated with
greater respect.  Ho succeeded in gaining
so definite a knowledge of music and,
through determination and perseverance,
made such a reputation as a musician,
that at ter: years of age he wasg appointed
organist i his native town at a little
over sc¢ en dollars a year, to which ho
added about twelve dollars for playing at
weddings and funerals.  About this time
he began his schooliizg nt Bussetto, which
has been called “‘the Weimar of the
Duchy of Parma,” and consequently he
was soon well launched on n prosgperous
musical carcer.  Here, too, he fell in
love with Margherita Barezzi, whom he
married in 1886, her father, o man of
wealth, appreciating the genuine worth
of n talented though poor son in-law.
The entire Philharmomie Society of the
town attended the wwdding, and thero
were many manifestations of pride in the
young man of twenty-three, who, under
instructors at Mitan, had made & prom-
ising start in the art of composition. In
1838, Verdi moved with his family to
Milan, and on November 17th, 1839, lns
first opera, “Oberto Conte di S. Boni.
facio ' was successfully produced. s

second opera, *“Un Giorno di Regno,”’
proved a failure, but the third, ** Nubne

co,” first given in 1842, established his
Of the operas produced during
“Eranuni ' lived
longest. Heo was now the favorite com-
poser of the operatic world ; but alony

“with his successes came domestic afilic.

tioms in the death of his two sons and his

wife in quick successi, leaving Verds

alome. He turned to .ais work for con.
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i bring recollechons to many people hving
“to-day, of most delightful evenings with

Caroline Richings  Bernard, Zelda So-
jguin, Campbell, Cactle, and, lncer, with
“Campanini, Clarn Louise  Kelloge, and
[ Patti. His last opera to wininternational
;fu\'nr wus Aidy,” which was titst pro-
[duced at Caro, December 97, 1871,

having been ordered by the Khedive of
| Egypt, the contract miving 20,000 to the
i composer,

: inconronateo TORONTO Hown. a.w. ALtan
| 1908 PALSIDENTY

Nt 3

DR. EDW ARD FISHER, Musical Director.
Alfillated with Tereato and Trinlty Usivirsities.

A THOROUGH, ARTISCIC AND FINISTHID
MUSICAL EDUCATION
OF THE HIGHEST SIANBARD
NEWCALENDAPR AND SYLLABUS

Nehool of Elocution. MALDE MANNON., Prin.

Roadiug, Nee tatlons, Ombory, Vone talture, Phyatonl Und
ture, Rhetorte, Foglist P taratate, Orthoepy,
Pave holugy, Fedagows

SAVING MEN
FROM DRINK

If those who really desive to give up the
rink Habit wall try the euve that the Rev.
H. (. Dixon represents in Canad . they will
find it suceessful,  Taken at } e
I Intely safe —ix not excelled in the word,

i

aheo.

The Sons of Temperanee of Magsachusetts, through
the Hon. Chareles Demnt, wrote, ** Afler careful ev.
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solation, and the world was made richer

through his offorts to absorb himself in
matters outside of his immediate per-
sonal life. He produced many musical
masterpicces— * Attila,” ¢ Un Ballo in
Maschero,” ¢ Trovatore,” ¢ La Traviata,”
and * Rigolette™ being  among  those
which for twenty years were bheard
with enthusinam, and whose very titlex
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