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BARKING UP THE WROXG TBEE.

and forests stands second in anouyt, amoug
Untano's receipts, it i8 really surprising to note
the mannor in which so jmportant a subject is
treated, when referred to, by both parties in the
Legilature,  For instance, in the specch de-
livered from the throno the other day, on the
opening of tho prescut session of the Ontariv
Legnlaturo, we are told that the recent salo of i
tunber Jumts was cffected *in the intercst of
settlement and rovenue,” which means, we sup-
posv, that now that the right to cut tho timber
on tho lands in question has been suld to priv ate
sdinaduals, the Untario Government projxses
to nuntizo its value both to the purchaser and
to the Province by throwing it open to indis-
cnnmunato sottlerpent under the *‘ Free Grant
Act,” and the only objection which the leader
of the Uppositiva spparently has both to what
has been done, and what is proposed to be done,
18 that the Legislature was not consnlted ax to
the cxpodiency of the sale before it took place.

Now, all this, to our mind, is very much like
barking up the wrong tree. In the first place,
all past oxperience proves that those lands,
which aro chiefly, valuable for their timbcr, as
tho prices realized for these limits amply prove

b
. j which is likely to tako place on such lands under
Although tho revenue derived frum woods  existing circumstances, while we do not think it

{in likely to follow from opening the land iteelf
| to scttlement under the Free Grant Act.

them to be, are not the best for bona fde settle.
ment, while their atvempted settlement un-
avuidably causes the destruction of w. ~h valu-
ablotimber by fire, and thereby aloss of revenue
to the Province, and a loss of employment both i
directly and indirectly to the people, of infinite-
Jv more benefit than any settlars which will
cver make a permanent home on these lands—

1 of being prosecuted under its provisions.

would bo difficult to prove that the timber thus
protected wouldadd moretothepopulation of the
Province in the course of its manufacture than

PROTECTIOX FROX FIRK,

The Untario Legialature having now mot, it
should bw its urgent duty to pams some measure
wliereby the provisious of the Mon. T. B.
Pardoo’s Fire Act could be practically enforced,
As 1t 13 now, thoe Act is a dead letter. Its 14th
clause provides that it shall bo the special duty
of every Crown Land Agent and Bushranger to
enforoe this Act, and to prosecute every person
guilty of a breach of its provisions and require-
ments; but as they have no instructions or
authonty from their Department to that effect,
they can do nothing, and ss for lumbermen
taking up and prosecuting perties guilty of
breaches of the fire act, it is simply absurd, as
they would do it at the risk of having more of
their limits purposcly burned another year in
retaliation,

It would appear that the greatest ifires have
occurred since the passing of the Act, and this
may be due to the fact that no person is afraid

Most peuple are under the impression that it
15 only the license holder who suffars from fires

look to the Government for protectiun ugainst'u it tu traco incendiaries in citics, an vrory
fires, and that the existing Fire Act be proporly - practical bushsen knows that almost all fin - ia
enforoed, tho wouds can be traced to their starting points,
As thess berths ave all likely to bo ppurated | and to the parties who set them out, - Con.
on within a few years, (buyers being anxivus to - -
get returns), and as they are now owned by so WOODEN BREAD.
many different partios, the risk uf firos is vary | It has lately been discovered that whirkey
much incroased. Before the salo thess berths | can be tando frumn saw dust, and while we were
wero in thedr virgiu state, and nut inuch eapused | yot calculating on the guod tunes when one can
to fires, being held by the Government, but as j et emoup” without stint ur limit, and ws to
soun a8 operations commence on thom thoy will | what is likely to Lo the fuervase in the suake
stand a poor chance, .pmduct, if science keops on in thix fashiou,
There should be a distinction mado by thealong cumes another scientist, and inforuis us
Crown Lands Department betwoen pino lauds  that wo may alsu have bread mado from wondd.
and hardwood lands fit for acttlement. It is |, We clip the fulluwing frum a recent slition of
well known that in the back districts of Ontario ]—Good Healtk . - ** It is well known to tho batanist

and the Ottawa Valley, the pino lands are|that many plants besides those commonly used
generally not fit for eettlement, and that where, for food, cuntain nutritive clements.  Nearly all
settlemont has been made on them the settlers, , plants contain starch, The burks of suveral
instoad of prospering, yearly [grew poorer and | aspens and pine trees contain so much of this
poorer, till in many places they were actually | substance that it can be extracted from them as
driven from their holdings by starvation, as | from potatues by trituration with water. Itexists
witnoss the Opeongo Road, the Bonnechere and | alsoin theroutsand other parts of perenn al plants

Missesippi counties, which are nuw nearly
deserts, nothing but dry pines to be seen as far
the eys can reach, while on the other hand
those who settled on the hardwood lands have
done well, and made themselves comfortable.

tosuch an oxtent astohave beenempleyedintho
preparation of bread in families. Inillustration
of this we quote the followiny diroctions, given

by Prof. Autenrieth, for preparing a palatablo

and nutritious bread from the beech and uther

Now that the ccantry is mostly all surveyed . woods ¢  tute of turpentine. ‘Everything
and the quality of the lands known to the Guv- | soluble in water is first remuved by froquent
ernment, through itssurveyors and bushrangers, | maceration and boiling ; the wuud is then to Lo
it surely would be easy to make a distinction | reduced to a minute state of division, net mero-

set out 1n tho linuts. They foiget that every
timber forest destvroyed by fire represents so
much revenue lost to the Province, let alone the
actual loss to the license holder, in his limit and

espocially at tho present time, when the North- j extensive river improvements.

West offers so many inducements to the intend-
g agriculturist.

We had hoped that in view of past experience,
and in view of the necessity which exists for
making the very most of our timber resources,
the present Ontardo Govornment  would
have been prepared to try the experiment of
<«tting apart the district covered by the recent
aale for timber production only, and adopted

There 15 another greater 1oss to be considered,

| and that is tholoss to the country of the money

which would be paid vut in manufacturing and
bringing this timber to market had it remained
groen,

During the past summer fires overran large
parts of the Parry Sound and Muskoka dis-
tricts, and the country lying botween the
Georgian Bay and the Ottawa River, and ac.

speaial mcasures for protecting the timber grow joonding tu an catimato mado in the Glole, of
1y thereon from destruction by fire.  The im | Nov. 10th, dostrayed $10,000,000 worth of pino
trrtance of the rovenue yet to bo derived there- (1 Ontario.  This docs not nearly cover all the
from Ly the Province, and tho imnportanco of | lusy, as thero were many firos of liconsod lands,
wahing the very most of tho furests which wo, of winch tho public knew nothing, the holders
are oo furtunate as to inlerit from the past, y of the lunits burned keeping the knowledge of
should forlad any earping over any reasonable yitto theisclves, not wishing the value of their
espenditure fur such a purpose, or any high- j propertics to be depreciuted.

Lalutin abuut tho rights of the wnuld-bo-settlcr. 1 thoso annual fires continue, they will in a
t+ sottly wheresoever ho pleasos.  So far as, few yoars mako a large holo in tho revenue of
acttlement iy concerned, the question simply i, { Ontario,

Wil the Prusince, as a whole, derive most | Thero were three quarters of a million dollars
besntit foan prvtecting the timber, or from tho  1n benus alune obtained fram the Iast ealo of
scttlers which will ko on these lands? Whon- , imber “crths, and the duty on tho timber grow-
«ver the landas are chicfly valuablo for the timber y g un them will represent to Ontario, if not
upon them, it cannot bo questionod that tho { bumt, upwards of fivo millions of dollars, and
tunber 18 worth both directly and indirectly | perhape mure.  Tho parties who havo paid such
suuich mmure to the proviace than any scttloment largo suma for timber berths have a right to

between lands for settlement and those for . ly intw firo fibros, but actual powdor ; and after
lumbering. A large portion of the Opeongo; heing repeatodly subjected te heat in an uven,
and Bonnechere country was not surveyed until | is ground in the usual manner of corn.” Woud
after its settlement, and the Government had; thus prepared, according to the authur, acquires
not therefore the knowledge they now have, the smell and tasto of corn flour, It is, how
about their unoccupied lands. | ever, never quite white. Tt agroes with corn
It surely would mot'be %00 much to expect | flour in net fermenting without the addition of
that the source of Fuch a large revenue to this  leavon, and in this casc eume leaven of ourn
Province as its timber forests should be better | flour is found to answer hest.  With this it
guarded sagainst loss thas it now is, makos a perfoctly uniform and sponyry bread ;
If the present stafl of woodrangers were in- | and when it is thoruughly baked and has much
cromsod, and ket in the woods during tho | crust, it bas a much better taste «f brewd than
months of May, June, July and August, being ywhat in time of searcity is prepanad fron. ¢h,
good, practical bush and canoe men, and well |bran and husks of comn, Woad flour, an-
posted in the back country, they cowdd provont , hoiled an water, furms a thick, tounh jelly, whil'.
many bush fires being set out, md geneewlly en. 18 very nutritivus.” -Northweatern Lumbe . .
foroe the provisions of the Fire Ak if authority
were given them to do s0, If owe fifth of the Adirendack Preserves,
rovenue, which would have besn denved from | Mr. Win. Pickhardt, of New York, ba ju
the timber destroyed by fired laat year alone, | chased a tract of 6,000 acres of land, n Sk 0
bad been expended in watching the Crown,lake, callad the Pharath property, which li-
domain, it would have paid the salary of a large , the castern purtion of tho Adirundack freci .
staff of men for several years, and it is more, This largo arca ho proposes to prescz.. & i,
than probable that very little damage frum fires ; the profanation of pluw or wWoodman's av., ud
would have oocurred, Coe devoto it entircly to natural wildne«w, and ¢ Lo
If persons halding and working linuts, and 3 tho hume of untamod beastand bind,  The e
their agents and forcmen, were all held respon. ; haad for cac tract was £10,000. Tho  waw wail
sible for the damage done by fires sct out by | Appo.sit keepers, 1 unters will Lo watchel, w.l,
thom or their men, and aleo tbeheads of survey- | if possible, nv peaching will bo alluweed,
ying or hunting and fishing parties, they would ; violators of the game law will be prosee |
i be more careful than they nowarc. It ie net 1A scction. of aristocratic «-}d England 1.1 @ -
0 hard to trace tho makers of firos in the woods 1n the woods of northern New Yurk,




