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culties, which we doubt not will be specdily re-

TR

moved, we feel the strongeat coufidence us to the [
ultitiate success of the Sclivine. '
We feel it our duty, however, to temiml.

you, that the successful ‘working of the Scheme
depends, iu a great ure, on the conlindity and
energy with which it is entered into and sustained
by our congregations gencrally-=the congteyational .
office-bearers giving regular aud unremiting attens
tiou to their duties—and each member and udhserent
conttibuting freely of his substance, at the stated
periods, to this grest object, as the Lord hath
prospered L,

3. We would especially urge on the Deacous,
or other office-bearers in each congregation, the
importanee of making iminedinte and etfectuat .
arrangements for collectiug, at stated perioda,
(weekly, monthly, or quartetly, as way be most
conveuteut in each locality,) the contrbutions of
the people to the Sustentation Fund—nssigning a
omall number of individuals or families to be visited
by eacl office.bearer, with the awd of & sullicicut
nutnber of collectors. )

Vhete seat-rents are continued, if, as is
likely 1o be thie case, the amount raised for the
Susteatation Fund in thet way, fall below what
the numbers and ability of tlie congregation could
aflord, the Deacons or other office-bearers ought
imtucdiately to give the people an opportunity of
supplemeating it by termly contribations, cullected
in the manner described in no. 3.

5. Asthe Sustentation Scheme is based on the
great Clristian principle that every onc coatribute
to the support of the Gospel, according to his
means,—aud ag its successis inanifestly dependent
on the faithfu! carrying out of this principle, the
Board expect that oflice-bearers will guard against
any teadency tu Jimit their exertions in behalf of
the fund to the making up of the precise sums
they have declused for—but will perseveringly cn-
desvour to bring their congregations aud every
member thereof up to the standard of duty ia the
matter.

6. Itisearnestly requested that those conge-
gations which lisve not yet reported to the Board,
will do so without delay, if possible, Lefore the
expity of the first quarter on the 31st March, it
being obviously very important that the Scheme
be put in opentiva throughout the Charch previ-
ously to the next Meeting of Synod, so that its
adveaiages niay then be known, and its difiicultics
asceriaincd and provided for.  In the case of coa-
gregations in arrears 1o their Ministers, who have
thereby been hindered from taking the necessary
steps to place themselves un the Sustentation Fund
~—we deein it our daty, after 1uch dJeliheration,
strongly torecommend that a separate arrangement
be enterred into for the gradual extinction of such
claime, so0that the immediate resources of these
congregations may be set free, snd become availa-
ble 20 the Sustentation Fund. By thismeansboth

ties ssay be relieved from dragging a lengthen-
10g chain, aad a regular and satisfactory system
will be at once introduced.

9. ‘The Boardis prepared to accommodate itself
to the circumatsuces of congregat'ons which have
made specinl pecuniary engagements with Minis-
ters, and have not been relieved fromn them; and
they trust that if any of the wealthier congrega-
tions are prevented, for the present, by such cir-
cumstences, from placing thewaelves formally on
the Fuand, they will yet contribute to it in propor-
tion to their means, and thereby bear a due partin
sustaining the ministrations of the Gospel in the
weaker congregations of our Cliurch. An early
intimation of their purpose to this elect, is

‘desirable. .
1SAAC RUCHANAN,

President of the Board.
JAMES WALKER,
Secretary.

The objects which requite 1o be pravided for, in
making arrangenients for the distribution of the
susteatation fund are the following :

1s.. The placing uf congregations upon the
fund, as entitled to share in its distribution,

204,  Tke distribution of the fund among those
entitled to share in it, in such a way as moet effcc-
sually 1o promote the ends for whicli it has beeo
zesolved upon. Aund .

3:0. The formation and cJective management

of & distribution committes; under these heals

A.

the following proposals aud recommendations are

aceordingly submttted ¢

Lirst.—Arrangements as to the placing of Con-
gregations upon the Sustentation Fund.

I Jtis proposed it existing congregativns
shall be divided into two classes,—those contribu-
ting & minimum entitling them to come on the
sustentation fund, and those contributing less:
aud that the sunivum required ehall be a hundred
pounds cy. per annam.

11, That the distribution commitiee shall be
empowered to place on the fund by an act of grace
esisting cungregatiuns contributing less than the
minimum but that for the future, no cungreya-
tion contributng lees than the uunimum, shall be
put upon the fund, except hy an act of grace on
the part of the Synod or Commiswion, founded upon
the report and recommendation of Presbytenies,

. ‘That the mode of ascertaining the title of
a congtegation to come upon the fund, 88 contri-
bating the wminimu n, shall be by requising from
exidting, and also froin uew congregations, tnelu-
ding under that termn membcis aud adhierents, a
written declaration of the:r intention to contribute
to the fund not less than the minimum,

1V. Thatin the cvent of coagregations, com-
ing by right upon the fund, failing to contribute
the minimum, or of congregations adnutted by
grace failing to countribute tho amount which they
have promised or which they have been accustomed
to contribute, the distribution cotntnittes shall, if
they find it impozssible to remedy the evil, report
the case of any such congregations to the Preshy-
tery of the hounds, which shall examine into sl
the circumsiances and report to the Synod, Ly
which it 1nay be struck off the fund, and, if deemcd
advisable, reduced to a snissionary station,

Nore.—The objects and advantages proposcd
and believed to be sccured by the above arrange-
ments, are the following

_1at. By fizing on a handred pounds as the mi-
nimum entitling & congregation to come on the
sustentation fund, our peaple will be reminded that
a less sum than this is not considered adequate for
the respectable support of u minister in Canada.
And it 18 considered of implortance that this should
be kept distinctly before them, and that they
should not he alluwed to suppose that, cxcept in
cases of clearly ascertained inab:lity, lces oughs to
be offered.

2nd. By empowering the dis'ribution commit-
tee to place on the fuud, by an act of grace, exist-
ing conuregations contributing less than the wmini-
mum, by allowing the Synod to do the sanie for
new congregations contributing fesa, by a similar
act, a preventive of deception and slothfulness oa
the part of able congregations, will he secured.
A motive to raise at least the minimam will
be presented, and yet ample provision will be
made for supporting and eacouraging weak con-
grepations.

3rd. Dy the armangements for checking defal-
cations in the contsibutiona of congregations, a
stimulus to exertion will be given, aud a remedy
for = possible evil, which mightdestroy the advan-
tages of the fund provided.

N. B. In casc of mistake it may be here stated
that the declaration proposed to be required from
congregations belure being put upoa the fund, is
not intended 0 hiave the effect of ituposing A sfrine
aent obligation, but is merely recomninended as
being considered the beat means of ascertaining
what congtegations are able and willing to cou-
tribute,

Sceond.=—Prax or Disrrincriox,

The ohjects which it seems desirable to accom-
plish in the distribution of the sastentatioa fund,
ate the following ¢

1st. To mise the siipends of the ministers of
poorer cangregations, by drawing to some extent
upon the fands raised by the wealthier congrega.
tions.

2ud. To apportioa the salary of ministers in
some projiortion to the importance of their congre-
gations, and the probable expenses of the s:yle of
living requited of them.

3rd. To preveat anything like invidious ine-
quality in the salaries of minieters.

4th.  To present as powerful & stimulus as pos-
;1!;33 to congregations to contribute liberally to the

ond.
All these objects, it is believed, will be attained
by adogting the following echeme :

T.et the minnnwn number representing each
congregations be 102 and let 1 be addeld to that
nuber for cvery £:20 over £100 contributed by
that congrepation : then :

Add togethier the nwmbers representing each
vonutepation,

1 Divude the whole eustentation fuud by the sum
8o found.

Multiply the quatieat by the number represent.
ing each congreation. The product it each caxe
will be the dividead due to the minister of said
congregation,

‘The numbers fized upoa in this scheme have
been selected after consideruble thought, but it
will Le plain to those who examine iz, that the
rale given may he etployed to alter the relative
amount of the dividend due to each congregation,
by simply alteriny the numbcers selected : & 6., by
either aking the wminimum vumber wmore or less
than 10.

It will aleo be seen that the numbers added to
congregations contributing 8 higher suut than the
minimum, inght be added for a emaller sum than
£20, so as iucrease thie nuiberof classes formed
by the rule, (and that witliout alterng the relative
amonnt of the preater and less d'l\‘iktndl) by in.
creasing the m.annum numher represeating each
congregation, and dinnnishing :n proportion the
sum entitling to an additionn! number ; as, for in-
stance, by tking the taimumin number 20, and
adding 1 for every £10 ahove £100.

The accompunying ealeulation of the applica.
tion of the scheme, (marked A. B. C.) in whicha
conjectural anjount of coutiihution has hcen as-
signed 10 each existing congregation within the
Synod, will show the relative amount of the divie
dends which, aecording to the schieme, would be-
come due 10 congregations; and by guing over
these calculations, and working the rulo above
given, in adaptation to any other amount which it
1nay he considered more likely that congregations
will contribute, it is believed that the objects sta«
ted aliove as desimble to be attaizied in the dietri-
bution of the su..entation fund, will be found tobe
realized.

1st. It will he seen that the aalaries of minie-
ters of pooter congregations wonld be raised at the
expense of the funds contributed hy the wealthier;
and that the deduction made for this end from tha
funds raised hy the wealthiercangregations, would
increase in the ratin of the amouat contributed by
them, (50 as to throw the burden on the back in
123portion as it wans ahle to bear it.)

Qad. It will also be seen cist thesalary of ench
minister would be to some extent proportioned to
the impoatance of his congregation and the proba-
ble expenses; atleast, tf, asit is believed, the
amoutt raised by each congregation may be taken
as the surest and least exceptionable index of these
circumstances,

3rd. It wil]l at the same time be seen, that
greatinequahity in the sainries of ministers would
be {uevemed; and it is plain that, if deemed desi-
rable, thie inequality might he lessened to any
amount, by increasing the minimum number ro-
preseatiog each congregation.

qth,  And lastly it will he remaikaed, that pro.
vision 18 nade by the scheme for giving a stimulos
10 coagregatons to contribute hibiesally to the fund,
tnasiuch as it appeals in the first place to their
mterest in the whale Church, from the circume-
stance of cvery minister and congregation heing
benefited by every additional penny contsibuted to
the fund ; and inasmuch as it eulists, at the same
time, their interest in thieir own locality and their
feelings of attacluncnt to their winister, and desira
for his personal comfort, by providing not only that
every additional peany contributed to the fund
shall increase the quoticat (above referred to),
which deteruines the amonnt of his dividend, but
that every additional £20 above the minimum
which they are able 10 raise, (or a smaller sum if’
that he deemed prefcrable,) by adding an additional

tmber 10 the miai representing the congree
gation, shall entitle him to s sum equal to sid
quotient.

N. B. Ttis fearcd that this general statement of
the scheme will give it an aspect of complication,
but it is believed that if the calculations be only
gone over, a3 presented in the accompanying doc-
ument, (marked 4. . C.) it will be found to Le
as simple 3ud casy of application &3 it is hoped
be in etliet respects .ti;;:moty.




