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PJIACTICAL SANCTIFICATION.

SOWEVER iniperfectly thie doctrine of entire sanctification mnny «be
inderstood by inany, is anl article of thie creed, it is iii no danîger

o f being xieglected, as ail experience of the hceart, f'oir want of
teachers. Sonie of the ablest preacliers, and the mnost scesu

o ~evanglelists oft the, day, teach the ex-,perieuice of it as a 1CiIY
SThey are, iii more senses thani the inlost obviouis onie, 1profe.so)rs of

sanctification. Tli*' experience lias been thie exclusive topie of a numii-ber of
tlie largest and inost inîtluential camiip-mieeting(,s. 1>erleips, since thie reforma-
tion of Luther, no one doctrine of Christianity lias enllisted mightier agencies
for its exemplification.

Thjis is wefl. It wifl, as niuch as anything else, hielp to preserve the
church from siningii( into a mucre formai relig-ion, w'ithout any liviingc experience
of the vital doctrines it embodies !i its creed. 0f this there is great danger,
in the Methodist as wvel1 as othier branches or' thc chutrchi, in this very in'actical
age, with its progressive ideas, and its activity in thoughit on ail religious
questions. There ilever wats greater need of a strongr preventive agency, iii
the shape of a clear testimiony iii favror of experiniental religion. Thiere cail
be nio doiibt of' the need of a w'holly sanctifieci church. The absence of revival
power-the féeble influence of Chiristianity on the masses of gold-blinded mnen
ot' our tîmie-the Nvant of entlhusiasm iii the g-reat financial sehemnes of the
church-inay ail be changed, to the lowv grounid occupied, by professing Chiris-
tians i il relation to spiritual religion.

3But is iiet the question Nvortliy at least a thouglit, whecther the ground
Nvichl the church needs to occupy with a hiigli spiritual religion is not more
in practical liféè? XVe do ilot ask for any less sanctification as taughlt and ex-
perienced in the prayer and camip-meeting, but for more iii the househiold, the
field, and the work-ý,«iop-for a higli type of spirituial life wvhich, can live and
thrive ini the ene place as well as the other. Tlie circumstances of our timie
demand froin the chiurcli sonmethingy more thian emotional experience. The
sanctification which can be exhibited to the wvorld outside the class-room, in
swect temipers at homie, and the exaltation of Chirist in connection wvith the
business et' this world, wvill go fardher towvard niakziig Uhristianity a universal.
religion, than ail professions of hiighier life in connection -%vith exciting religious
services cauî possibly do. Indeed, iii the -present temper of the world, its at-
tention is inost likely- b be drawnl to experiunental religrion, by first witniessingic
its superior fruits iii daily life, and being thien forced to enquire after the cause,
it will be led backc to the class-rooin and flhc closet, to find the inspiration of
this practical holiness in flic wvoldertul. experiences of the soul ini the love of
Christ. By this process wvill the world, corne to respect inwvardl religion, mnore
than, by hiearing strong fattestations of purity gained by an experience iii the
Nvarrn circle of' a devotional iineetiingi-Nvhichl purity se often fails entirely Nvhenl
subjectcd to the trial of pressure iii daily life.
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