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Thelî vririols persectit ions tw'hîch have bren in the orlOid,
l'ave ariscu f'rei ignorance (i'thie truth, of God. Jesuis fore-
tvarîed his disciples thiat persecution for the trtutlî's sake wvotild

vo( upoua thiem ; but lie aiso informs thein that ignorance 'vas
the cause ot thern. Il These things have 1 spokien tanto youi,
ilat yo shouldl fot be olletded. They shah! puit you out of the
synagogues :yeaî, the tiie cometh, that tvhosoever killeth you,
%vhl thinki lie doth God service. Anîd these I hings wilh they (Io
iiiito youi, hecauise they have nol /.oiwn the Father hor nie,'> John
xvi. 1-3 ; see also Chap. xv. 2O, '21 ;Acts xxvi. 9-11. TIhese
-vnrds were partly fuilfilcd( in Satul ofTa-,rsus ; for hie lhougit ihtin
lie did God service, in persecuting the cliturch of God and %vast-
iin it. l3eing askt-d by Jesuis, " ;vhy persectcst tliou ine
bis ansiver imiplied that hit kictv not God, nor his son Jesus

Christ. -' Who art thotu Lord ?> ;vas his reply ; which illus-
t rates and confirmis wthat ho allerwards dechares wvas the cauise
cil' bis persecution :' -i thank Christ Jestis our Lord, who, hath
ènabled mie, f'or that he countcd me faitlîf'al, ptitting me into the
iiiistry ; who wvas before a blasphemer, and a persectitor, and

ivjurious, but 1 ohtaitied mercy, because 1 did it ig,,norant ly in
uîîibclief,'' 1 TIim. i. lQ, 13.*

Chîristians marvel nt the attachmnent of the Jewvs to the tra-
dit ions of their fat hors, atîd conderun themn for their ignorant zeai
in persecuting Chirist and bis disciples. Marvel not nt this:
21 (il for the traditions of' the Chiristian fathers has shed more eof
the blood of the saints than wvas ever shed by the Jews. It %vas
net in reference to, tlie Jews, but to professed Christians, that
these words were spolien "And upon her forehead tvas a naine
writlcn, IIIYSTEItY, BABYLON TUE GREAT) TUFE 1IOTJJ1EJt 0F IJAR-

LOTS AND ABOMINATI!ONS 0F THE EAItTHl. And 1 saw the womnan
drunken wvith the blood ofthe saints, and with the blood of the
mnartyrs ofJesus," Rev. xvii. 5, 6. In flie days referred to in
titis paissage ef Seripture, ig1norance tvas the mother ofdevotion;

IS>ne have supposed that the apostle in this text aseigns bis ignorance and
îînheflîefa8 a reason why he obtained inercy. Nothing more is necessary to oh-
viale the difficulty %vhich appears in ibis text, to reconcile it with the context
anti other parts of Seripture. than Io tran8làte the-labi clause of the verse before
the middle. The idiomis of differeat anguages ofttr require a traasposition of the
Iîhrases, irn trani<lating from one tanguage to another, to raake colamoît bense.
The paisage ivill then run Ibous, 4'~ Wiho before %vas a blasphemner, 2 ici a perse-
cîitor, an injurious;, because 1 dici il ignorantty in unbelief - but 1 obtained ner-
cy, andi the grace of our Lord ivas exceediag abundant,"' &c. Il this tran@po-
sition of the phrabe be admitteci, 1! appear2 that Paul btates bis ignorance and
uiibthef as, te cause of biti bla!.pi.emy, jiersecutions, &c. and flot a" the reason
%% ly lie obtaineci rercy of the Lordi. Thi4 view of the apostle's me.ann i2 coni-
firueiel froni niany other texts. 9orne of w-hiîch have been al.-eady qîinted ;spe
John xv. 21, and xvi. 3 ; Cor. ii,. t Mi iii. 17, IS. aiîd xiii. 27 ; Liuke
xxiii. 34.


