
Zb loarne auxb fforet 3eari

-%vould appear that Christ spake flot a word
before Hcrod. This proud, liccntious man
ivas aettîated by lempty curiosity. Gaiied
by this silence, Herod suhjeeted Christ to
xnany indignities, and thon sent Him back
to Pila te. Pilate preposed to the Jews that
ho weould scourge Jesus and thon releaso
him. Sce Luke xxiii. 14.16. llow incen-
sistent! If innocent why chastise him at ail?

Vv. 15-18.-Pilate singled ont Blarrabas
that the Jows might bc induced te reicaso
Jestis, rather than so grent a criminal.

V. 19.-A soiemun warning!1 WelI for
Pilate if hoe had heeded it.

V. 20.-Pilate asked this quecstion thre
times, (Taukc x.«xiii. 22), hoping that tho
Jews might relent.

V. 24.-A pitifal attempt te satisfy a
conscience iii at case, and te, place the rm-

sponsibility upen others. Washing the
hands did flot wash away the guilt of shed.
dinir innocent blood.

V. 25.-A terrible imprecation . Little
did thev think what wouid resuit. They
invoked vengeance and it came. Ia Icss
than forty years this city was destroyed,
whcen moreo than a million people perished.
To this day the Jews are a nation scattcred
and pecled.

Ersso2s.
1 Learn tho perfect sinlessness of Jesus.

Ile ivns tried before both a Jewislh and a
Roman court, but his bitterest focs could
llnd uot the siightest stain upon his charac-
ter.

2. Sec how God overruies evil for good.
The fact thiat every effort was made to crim-
mnate Jesus bas shown bis innocency.

3. Mark the patience ot' Christ. Hoe
answcred nover a -word. Nor was his a
sulica silence. It was the silence of meek-
ness. Sec Is. liii. 7. Let us strive to imi.
tate, him. Seo 1 Pet. 20.23. 1

4. In verse 17 is'an Ïiiustration of tho
great doctrine of release. Chçist the inno-
cent is condcmmed; %ve the ghiity arc set
frcc.

.5. God often by the voice of conscieùicc,
and by his providence warns men to stop
wlicn they arc in a-sinful career. V. 19.

6. We should take a lirmn stand on the
side of conscience and truth, not fearing
consoquences. Pilate knew that Christ
was innocent, and he sought to, release Him.-
But fcaring' the people Wo condemmed
Christ. Lttis intoresting, ye d, to mark
the conflict that occurred in this man's mind
betwcen conscience on tho one band, and
timidity on the other.

7. Prom verse 24 wc learn that if we'
pursue a course of conduct wvhieh our con-
science disapproves, hoping that 'n' are
guiitics;s, because others assume the respon.
sibility, %yc are ncting the part of Pilate.

DoCCRINE.
Jeaus was without sin. 2 Cor. vy. 21;

Heb. vii. 26; i. 1>ct. i. 19.

FOURTHI SAB3J3TH.
SunEc:r :-Tiîe Cruciflxion. Mat. xxvii.

26-50.
Sec paralel passa-es in Mark xv. 15-37;

Luke xxiii. 25-46. Yôhn xix. 16.30.
V. .26.-Seourging was prcliminary to

crucifixion.
Vi'. 25-31.-These. indiçnities wero

ho aed upon Cbristlya 1b-uitaI R~oman
soldiery la the judgcment hall, ont of sight
eof the crôwd stili wvaiting without. Plate
thon brought him ont to the multitude,
hoping that their thirst for blood would now
ho appcascd. But howsmsac.Again,
hie took, Christ apart and qucstioncd hîm.
Ro strovo again te release him; but agaia
ho faiîed. Sec John xix. 4-12.

V. 23.-Chirist ivent forth bcaring bis
cross, but sinkin- bencath the load, thcy
placed it upon.1ino4. Oyreae wvas ia
Africa. On his way to dalvary Christ
addresc the womcn. who, 'hewailedi him.
(Lu<exxiii. 27-31.) t. fas.ui

V. Goqtaor h placeofas.ul
se called, ejther frein its shape or froim the
fact of its> being the usai place of exeu-
tingeriminais.

V. 24.-This drink -was offéed cither la
derision or as au nite to deadea the sense
et' Jain. Sec Ps. xix. 21.-He won/ld net
dne--Ho woald do nothing to alleviato
his distress or impair the clearncss ef his
mind.

V.35-See Ps. xxii; 18.
V. 37.-This title was written inHIebrcw,

Greek and Latin, that it might Ie, rend by
ail. For Christ's prayer on behaif of bis
enemies, sec John xxiii. 34. Compare
i. Cor. ii. 8.

V. 38.--Sec Luko =Hii. 38.43 fer a fuller
account eof the two thieves. Verse 44,
speaks as if both tho thieves rcvilcd Christ,
Nyioe Luke speýtks only of one as reviiing.
Luke's is the minute aecount, whvilc Mat-
thew and Mark, dwelling upen the fact that
Christ was derided by ail, speak la general
eof the thieves as deing it.
. V. 4.-- hou that destroyest &-c.- refer-
ring te ivhat Christ had suid in John ii. 19.

V.4a.-These words wcre prcdicted ln
Ps. xxii. 8. About tbis time occurrcd tho
toucing incident recorded ln John xix.
25-27.

V. 45.-A miraculeus darkness omble.
matical of the great inner darkncss which
enveloped the Seul of the Redccmcî.-The
siztki hour-our noon.-The niith lîour-our
3 o'clock in the afternoen.

V. 46.-Prbaby during the ivele periedl
eof the thre heurs Christ cxpericnccd the
hidings of bis Father's ceuntenauce. About
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