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SABBATH SCHOOL ‘BEOKS.

In the United States alone there are about
trenty-five publishing houses and Socicties
i'enguged in issuing religious and Sabbath
 School literature. A capital of at least
. Five Millions of Dollars is invested in this
oble work. It gives employment to thou-
sands of industrious hands, The results of
<gll this expenditure of labour and money
| mast be very great. It is impossible to tell
ghqw widely and deeply therising gencration
1 has been affected by the boeks, tracts and
i papers so abundantly supplied, so diligently
circulated, and bromght within such easy
“teach of all who can read. We are sure
“that guod has been done. A taste for read-
g has been fostered, and mind and heart
‘have been improved, and myriads have been
‘hrough this instrumentality gatheved into
the Redeemer’s fold.

We dare not say that the geod has been
wmixed. This were too much to hope for
inconnection with any human enterprize.
il has largely mingled with the geod. A
wnsiderable propextion of the books pub-
lshed for Subbath School Libraries are
“slops” of the most pestilent character,
Kﬁﬂwmg the conscience, depraving the
'ste, hardening the heart. Upwards of
1000 volumes are now comprekended in the
CAtalogues of houses and societies publish-
1 gfor Sabbath Schools. Would it be too
Rich to say that probably one thousand
ntbad; thet five hundred are decidedly
g0d, and that the remaining mess aro
“indifferent ’3  Taking this as a tolerably
Judgment, is it not & great blessing

%beable to select 500 really good works

that conld be cordinally commended to onr
children? Thanks be to God for this great
boon.

The prevailing Yault of Sabbath School
books is dealing in fiction and unreality.
The good children are * too good to live »
and the bad too bad to find living analogues.
The writer’s imagination furnishes his facts,
or distorts and discolours them to give spice
to his story. Life is misrepresented. A
taste is fostered if not created that by and
by finds its food in detestable dime novels,
The best children in these Sabbath School
novels almost always die-~and thus a most
pernicious superstition is fostered, that
religion is chiefly for the children that pine
away and die, and not at all for strong,
healthy, frolicsomechildren. Dr. Schenck,
of the Presbyterian Board of Publication,
says in a tecent letter, “It is almost in.
credible what en amount of trash, of non-
sense, of godless literature, even of positive
ervor is found on the library shelves of
many of our Sabbath Schools. I wish I
could have an hour’s talk with you, I conid
give you instances and facts which would
amaze you.” Ne man is better qualified to
give a trustworthy opinion in the matter,
Hence the call for vigilance on the part of
the church and the school lest Satan’s targs
should find a place in our Libraries instead
of God's wheat,

But even the Presbyterian Board has
hoen compelled to yicld to some extent to
the prevailing taste of the day by publishing
Stortes. The Board straggled long and
carnestly ;. but all in vain. Had they not

yicided their books would have been left on

$



