196 DOMINION DENTAL JOURNAL

that physicians do infect patients in various ways, through the
hands, through instruments, through transportation of organic sub-
stances from syphilitic organisms to sound organisms, and through
the clothes. Professor Fournier's article is confined to syphilitic
infection. He shows that by digital examinations—and quotes
facts—that syphilis is conveyed by direct transportation, as it werc,
and refers to an epidemic of syphilis in the eightcenth century
which originated through a syphilitic midwife, who continued
practicc despite the lesions upon her hand. Rcferring to instru-
ments, Professor Fournicr specially blames the bistoury, the lancet,
the accessorics used in applying simple or scarifying cups (glasses,
razor and scarifier), the probe, the speculum, the Eustachian
catheter, the tongue depressor, the laryngoscope, and the various
articles used in surglcal dressings—lints, sponges, linens, etc.

“Side by side,” says the writer, “with the speculum may be
placed the tongue depressor. The mouth is examined on all pos-
sible occasions in dental diseases, in throat ma]aq‘ies, etc., and thus.
may become the focus par eacellence of syphilitic contagion; the
least inattention may prove disastrous. After examining the oral
cavity of a syphilitic, full, perhaps, of mucous plaques, the tongue
depressor is laid aside without cleaning, and is forgotten ; another
patient comes in whose mouth is examined by means of the same
implement, and infection is the result.” Professor Fournier exposes,
too, the dangers from the use of nitrate of silver pencils, which are
now interdicted in French hospitals. Skin-grafting, vaccination, etc.,.
come in for their share of condemnation in the same relation.

Quite as important as any causes of infection, are those which
occur from the physician to the patient, and wice versa. The
physician may be infected in the face and in the hands by direct
contact with the contaminating pus, or by contact with the globules
of sputum projected from the mouth or throat of the patient.
Physicians are exposed to a “veritable rain of salivary globules”
while cauterizing the throats of patients, as small-pox and syphilis
have both been contracted in this way. ¢ Manual chancre is the
medical chancre par excellence.” This may arise during operations
on the penis, vaginal examinations, obstetrical manceuvres, opera-
tions on syphilitic subjects, also wounds received during autopsies.

It is a sad and startling fact, that professional syphilis is not
uncommon, contracted in practice. It appears to be more danger-
ous to life than that ordinarily contracted, because, as Professor
Fournier argues, the physician is morally depressed, is overdriven,
and is inadequateiy treated. “A man of the world may contract
syphilis, become pre-occupied and wretched, but we can console and
reassure him by all manner of specious arguments. The physician,
on the contrary, knows too well what the malady means, and the
danger that will menace him in the future.”



