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0 thus kept in a perpendicular position, he could not so | should expect his legs to fill and *“stock;” but I

the 3301‘52 unh §tﬂbl£- readily l;co whl;r?teo step, anr:lmwoul(l bo moro apt to | should atxtprfbuw the duseasc to its proper cause, and
stumble~s0 also with the ox or horse. No ono in |not to the oats.

Baising Horses.

Horse breoding is a branch of farming which do-
mands knowledgo and close attention. To conduct
it profitably a farmer must know what kinds bring
tho higheat prices in the market, what aro the causes
of such prices, and how thoso causes will be likely
to affect the market i the future. Pasticular atten-
tion ahould also be given to tho best and most
cconomical system of stabling, feeding, and tramug,
80 that by lessening the cost of production the profits
may bo increased. .And beyond all, great care should
bo taken that ouly tho very best mares, should ho
used. The practice among many farmers of using
worn out, broken down, and blemushed mares for
breeding canuot be too strongly condenmed,

At present theto 13 2 great amd i all hkelihood
thero will bo a continuous demand for heavy draught
horses consequent on the large and rapudly increasing
tratlic of the principal Canadian and Awncrican towus,
and it therefore beboves our farmers to give cspecial
attention to this important fact Thanks to tho
well directed energy and diserimunating skill of many
of our importing agriculturists, we have now mn many
portions of Ontario heavy draught stallions that cun-
uot fail to excrcise a marvellous influcnce on the
charcter of the rising stock of the country, aud we
foel persuaded that our farmers gencrally wall
heartily support the profitablo employment of these
superior animals in the various localities to which
they are introduced.  Sclf-interest itself should
strongly support such a course, for our American
{riends aro continually scounng thecountry 1 search
of first-class heavy draught ammals, at prices rang.
ing from two hundred aud fifty to four and cven tive
hundred dollars a-prece. Besides in most of our
older farming distnicts deeper ploughmg has become
an inevitable necessity, und the hight stamp of horses
hitherto prodomunant throughout the country will
prove very unswitable for the purpose, and a heavier
stamp of animals require to bo substituted, a sub-
atitution that will be more generally acquiesced i,
in consequenco of tho rapid cxtension of railways and
the consequent dimimnution of long distances that
farmers hitherto have been compelled to travel to
market.

In choosing mares to breed from, tho farmers
should be carcful to aim at perfection of style, con.
atitution, and freedom from blemishes, and if he has
&0 good mares of Lis own, Wil find lumsell amply
Tepad by purchamng one which combines these good
qualitics in as great a degree as possible.  Whilst
thus advocating the claims of tho Lceavy draught
horse, wo must not be understood as deprecating the
production of cither blood or carnage horses. In
their respective classes, and for special purposes, these
animals aro just as valaable as their neighbors of tho
heavy draught breed are i theirs  But tho exigencies
of the times Jdemand an increascd number of the
latter stamp, and we feel no hesitation in recom.
mending the great Lulz of our farmers to Zive especial
<aro and attention to the Lreeding of heavy draughs
animals whether for the parposes of the iarm or for
disposal to either home or fore.gn buycrs.

e

Oheck-Rein on Horses.

Mr. Geo. T. Angoll, President of the society for
peeventiop of cruclty toanimals, says, in the A meri-
<an Farm Journal, tho followng on the subject of
check-reins : If 3 man has & heavy load to push or
draw, he lowers his head by bending forward, and
throws the weight of his body agawmst, or to propel
the load—so docs tho horse under sumlar circum-
atances, if permitted. If the mau’s head were tied
t0a belt around his body =0 that ho could not bend
forward, ho would lose the advznta%(‘{ of his weight,
and could only pull or push with his musclea—so
alao with the horse or ox,  Xf the man’s head were

tho saddlo would thus tic “f: the head of his horse,
and no one would expect a horse thus tied up to win
arace. Nor would any one think it an advautago to
put check-reins on oxen.

Tho London Horse Book says:—*The horse is
often prevented from throwing his weight into the
collar by a tight check-rein—a uscless and painful
incumbrance, mtroduced by vanity, and retained by
thoughtlessness, amounting tocruelt{. Few of the
London cab-dnivers uso check-reins, knowing them
to bo inconsistent with proper work ; and, when ono
13 observed, it will invariably Lo found to be on
somo poor ahimal, whoso weary and haggard appear-
anco is attempted to bo disgwsed by this implement
of torture. ‘Tho check-rein'is, in nearly overy case,
ainful to the animal and useless to tho driver.

Jecause 1t fastens the head in an unnatural pos.
ture; and, as the horse's head and shoulder fall
together, cannot bo of any real support in the caso of
stumbling  When, from some defect in tho animal,
orother cause, the check rem is used, it must be
slackened  Because, in addition to tho casier posi-
tion of the neck, a greater portion of weight can bo
throwa into the collar, especially going up hill, thus
saving a great and unnccessary expendituro of mus.
cular power. Thero 13 an important ditferenco be-
tween o tight check-rein and a tightened rein,
although not gencrally understood ~ The first is
injurious, and cannot help the horse, wlilo the
latter is often useful.  Beeause, thelatter isa steady
support to tho animal's head, from a distinct and
telligent source—the driver; whereas, tho former
13 only tho horso’s head fastencd to his own shoulders.
That the check-rein isinconsistent with the action of
tho horse's head, is clearly shown by the fact that
when a horse falls if is always broken.

Professor Pritchard, of the Royal Veterinary Col-
lege, London, say: **Iwould thereforo say that in-
stead of preventing horses from falling, the check-
rein is caiculated to render falling more frequent.
Other, not uncommon results of its use are distortion
of tho windpipe to such a degreo as to impede tho
respiration ever afterwards, excoriation of tho mouth
and lips, })aralysis of the muscles of tho face, ete.
18 a_ usecless appendage, supported only by fashion.
I feel that if this wero more gencrally understood,
numbers of excellent persons who now drivo their
favorito with check-reins would discontinue to do so.”

Mr. Fleming, Vctermary Surgeon of tho Royal
Lagincers, London, says: I think nothing can be
more absurd than check-reins. They are aganst
reason altogether. They J)ln.co tho ammal 1n a false
position &‘bo horso stands with a check rein exactly
a3 a man would stand with a stick under his arms,
bebind lus back, when told to wnte.”

Feeding Colts,

I givo colts as many oats as they can at onco eat
up clean, foeding threo tumes a day. Thoy manage
todtako good care of about tho following qoantities in
aday:—

s oats. s, hay
Weanlings, - - -« - - 4 - - . . 8
Yearlings, « - - - « 5 . . . .10
Sycarolds, - - + - - 6 - <« - <10
3 year oldy, s e =+ B .« . 10

Once a week thoy received a warm mash, of bran
and oats,and once a week they also have threc or four
pounls of potatoes each, in lieu of the usual feed,
They woulsoge: other roots—preferably carrota—if I
had them. Of course theso
with tho animals, but
colts at Togs farm,

My farmer neighbors look at them, and wondor at
thair size, power, and spinit, when thero 13 no causo
fur wonder atall They notonly have warm, clean,
anlamplo boves to move about 1o, but they aro carded
and exeraised every day. To this end, tho youngsters
are daily compelled to hali-an-hour’s gxllo&) in a large
yard, while tho two and threo year olds reccivo
regular work upon the road. They aro all handled
from birth. It may bo objected that the farmer
caunot afford to feed so hlghlﬁ I reply that he
canuot afford to do otherwige. He docs not keep his
growing boy upon a short allowance, but on the con.
trary, 18 in a stato of chronic astonishment to aco the
quantity of provender tho urchin can stow away under
his jacket.  Weo all know that children eat more than
“%rown" peo Why should not the same truth
bold good with other animale? .

Experience tells me that extra colts may be raised
with extra care. If I fastcned a yearling in & box or

uantities vary shightly,
they s}ww tho average feed ut

Itih

In conclusion I would say that at intervals wo give
sheaf oats, in licu of hay; and during very cold
weather, an occasional feed of corn-tueal.—. olings
broke Cor. Muine Farmer,

Do Horses Reason?

For many ycars I havo made the horse a subject
of carcful thought and study. At times I havo been
led to belicvo that horses have reasoning powers, and
can understand and aqply them in various ways. For
tho laat two years, I'have driven my mare nearly
every day over the same road.  About ono mile from
my home are two roads, one leading to tho church,
tho other to the depot.  Now, six days in the week I
drive to tho cars, and on Sunday to the church. At
tho point where theso roads scparate, I give my maro
ber head, leaving ber freo to make her choice, and on
week days sho will go straight to the depot, and on
Sunidays she goes of her own free will to the church ;
Inever knew her to fail mo yet. It puzzled mo for
a long time to learn how she should Lnow any differ-
eace in days ; and I have como to tho conclusion that
sho rcasons from facts—facts ccnneeted with every
day hfe. On week days Istart from my stabloina
two wheel carriage; on Sundays 1 start from my
house in & carryall, thus malingan entiro change,
both in time, place and carriage; and from theso
facts sho must guided in her choice of roads.
Many say this is instinct ; if s0o, where does reason
begin *—0. W. F1ax®, in Our Dumb Animals.

How 10 Farrey 4 Horsz ~To fatten a horso that
has fallen off in flesh is sometimes a tedioua business
—indeed, tho work of months. The following sug-
gesticns to accomplish it, however, though withont

atornity, look to us as wise and to tho purpose:
Many good horses devour large quantities of grain
and hay and still continue thin and poor; the food
caten isnot assimilated properly. If tho usual food
a3 theen uuground grain and hay, nothing buta
chango wull affect any desirablo alteration in the ap-
pearauco of the animal. In caso oatmeal cannot
readily be obtained, mingle a bushel of flax-seed with
a bushel of barley, ono of oats and one of corn, and
let it bo ground to & fine meal. This will be a fair
proportion for all his food. Or the meal, or the bar-
ley, oats and corn, in equal quantitics, may first bo
procured and one-fourth part of o1l-cake mmgled with
it, whea tho meal is sprinkled on cut food. Feed two
orthree quarts of the mixture two or threo times daily,
mingled with a peck of cut hay and straw. If the
korse w1ll eat that greedily, let'the guantity be grad-
ually increased, until ho'will cat four or six quarts
at every feeding So long as the animal will eat
this allowance, t".» quantity may bo increased a little
cach day. Avoud the practice of allowing a horse to
stand at a rack well filled with hay. In order to
fatten a horso that has run down in gcsh, tho groom
should bo very particular to feed the animal no moro
than ho will eat up clean and lick the manger for
more.—Farmer’s Union.

—t- -

Frepise Horses.~The most natural feed for the
horse is good pasture; thonextis gr:us made into hay.
Buat 1t must be grass mado into hay after it is cut,
not mado or npened while standing. On such grass
or hay, when idls or at light work, & horss will kee
in fair condition. 1f hard or faat work is desired, it
will need, with asuch hay or grass, & suitable allow-
anco of gramn.  If kept on dry feed a moderato allow-
anco of carrots, in addition to other feed, will bo a
great help, Carrots not only promoto tho digestion
of other “feed, but they also tend to promoto tho
general health and thrift of the animal, Itisa quos-
tion whether many farm horses are not grained too
high—whether graining high and making them very
fat in the winter, brings them into the best condition
for work through the summer. Nature provides no
grain for the wild horse, but nature does not make
that horso work ; men add grain to keep up tho con-
dition and stre; gth while doing their hard wosk.
Here, it scems t e, is tho key to tho rule for kecp-
ing horses, to v it: sufficient grain to keep them i
condition when at work; but when idle, plenty of
pasture, or of gaood, ly cut and well made t{ay,
should be all that isneeded. If tho hay is not good,
or was cut lato, an allowance of grain will be needed
to make up its lack of nutriment, Horses should
always bo kept in good, smooth condition, but not
over fat, and tho feed should be gauged by this rule

a stall, and kept him without exercise al? winter, 1

“F” in Country Qentleman,



