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street, because it ia\the cheapest, they say.
Ia summer they pusture their cattle on the
sumaer fallow and woodlot, while in winter
they allow them to trample their fuod in the
stnow abuut the straw.stack. Very nnlike
e, B, viho is alwags caretul and attentive
wat his stock are provided wiih the bust ol
tvod und proper shelter. Now, there is an
old maxim, which farmers would do well to
heed more, © Whatever is worth doing at all
13 worth doing well”

It seemws o me that if the class of tarmers
of whieh | huve been spesking would follow
ibe advice of Suw Slick, and + cipber "move,
they would soon see the falluey of their ideas
in reterence to swock-raising.  Expericuce
Lias proved that it costs no more to Kevp a
good beast than & poor one, und frequently
rotso wmuch, while the prolit is often neacly
double.

Every one will readily admit that it will
reguire o certuin amount of foud to supply
e ord.nary requirements of animal lie,
whether the animal be io good coadition or
bad, 20 thut it follows, if the animal is once
puiin good coudition, it costs nv more to
keep it thus than in a halfstarved state.
Now, if by carefully selecting the best, and
supplying them with proper food aud shel-
ter, we cul produce the same weight in two
years that we can by caieless treatment iv
four years, it requires no great scholar to
detesmine which pays the best.  Is it not an
jutensely foolish notivn that what pays one
wan will not pry another, similarly s:tuated?
Lclabn that it is & reason why numbers of
VLT tarmers ate 80 poor, that they acquire
these prejudiced notivus against stock-rais-
ing, and iusist un perpetual cropping, until
cventually they  tind wemselves and their
farms in a lihe state of puveriy. It does pay,
and it will pay every larmer to keep the best
stock of the kind and keep them well, The
slock will pay them ina ditect way, and in-
ditectly they will be paid in richer manure,
und, 28 @ cotsequen e, wore  fruitful and
productive fields,

FARMER JOHN,
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Sheep Competition.

To the Elitor.

Sir,—1 wish to call the attention of farm.
ers 10 the mode of offering prizes for sheep
in tls Province. In the case of turaips, it
i3 the practice to compete for the best dozen
or two; hence aman, by the extra culture of
a small patch of land,may succeed in obtain-
ing a prize, whilst his general crop may be
below an average. The consequence is that
in rome countics farmers annually raisea
fund among themselves, und prizes are
awarded stccording to the crop per acre. And
a3 it is with surnlps 80 it is with sheep. By
extra cate and Toid, one lamb may be raised
that will succeéd in obtaining A Prive, whilst
the remainder of the flock may be sitogether
inferior. But we have no prizes offered to

‘sweet spir.t of nitre,

test the quality or value ot a crop of lambs
froma whole flock of sheep, or the product
of one ram.

[ am of opinion thut nothing will advauce
the good  Lieeding of sheep sooner thana
spirit of' rivulry among brevders; and for
this purpos¢ § bave put up and placed in
the hunds of Peter Grant, Esy., of Hamilion,
President of the Wool Growers' Association
of Quturio, the s ot $109 towards a sweep-
stuke funad for cotpetition mmonyg the sheep-
ownels of Uutario, on the fullowing con-
ditions :—

1st. There shall be at least cight entries of
$100 cach. Eutry to consist of one rum,
aud this  yesr's offspring of such tawm from
50 ewes at Jeast,

2nd. ‘Fhe prizes to be awarded a3 follows @
ft is supposed, by way of illustration that
there will be 8 entries only, which would
amount to $800. Twenty per cent. of this
auin to be awarded to the rams, and eighty
per cent. to the lambs, in the following man-
ner (less judges? expenses).

PRIZES FOR RAXS,

1st prize 40 per cent. of 8160 ............ $61

regarded as & comparatively barmless sub-
stance, possessing about the same activity
and similar properties to common salt. In
ounce doses it i3 used for horses with their
Saturday night mash. It is a useful saline
diurctic.  In Mr, Dun's volume on ¢ Veterin-
wry Medicines,” it is stated that two pounds
of nitre dissolved in six pounds of water,and
Stven to a healthy borse, acted hoth on the
bowels und kidneys, but that its operation
ceased in about twenty-four hours —p.
392, Sume French authorities have, how-
evcr, produced fatal effects on horses with
less than & pound of nitre, whilst two or
three drachms, unless shortly got rid of by
vomiting, kill dogs. A pound of nitre bas
been given to an ox with hinpuanity, We
know of no experiments with sheep, but
judging from the effects of the saline on
other animals, we suppose that two or three
ounces would only cause increased activity
of the bowels and kidneys, by which chan-
uels the salt wonld be expelled from the
system without doing serious or permaaent
injury. Possibly the sheep reported to have
been poisoned may have been in a weakly
condition when they got the nitre—-a conclu-

2nd do 30 do do v 18  Sion justified by the fact that they had been
3rd do 20 do do e 321ill, and prescribed for by the professional
4th do 10 do do ... creeeane 16

PRIZES FOR LAMBS.

Ist prize 40 per cent. of $640............ $236

20d do 30 dv do i.ieeeien.. 192
3rd do 20 do do Liiieieenn, 128
4th do 10 dv do ..i ceneeenn. 64

Total.....ccvvvevinnivnnannn. e $800

3rd. The rams to be exhibited,shorn or un-
shorn, in the city of Hamilton, at the Sheep
and Shearing Exhibition to be held there on
the 24th May next, and the decision of the
Jjudges to be then given. and the lambs to be
shown on each furm, and the decisivn of tie
judges to be given on or before the 10th duay
of June following.

man who ordered the sweet spirit of nitre.
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Sirks oF Stock.—Mr. John Suell, of Ed-
wonton, hag sold to Dr. Brown, of Henry
county, Kentucky, one yearling Cotswold
Ram, and one yearling Southdown ram ; to
Mr. J. Callaway, of the same place, a young
Berkshire sow, and to Mr. Bush, of Clark
county, Kentucky, a youngs Berkshire boar.

Suortnony Itevs.—We learn from Bell's
Wekly Messenger, that Captain  Gunters
Wetherby herd has received valuable ad-
ditivas by the birth ofa D.tchess Ieifer and
aDuchess bull on the 25th of February.
*Fourth Duke of Thoradale®? was the sire of

4th. Judges to Le appointed at s.aid Shear ‘ boib, and also of two other calves during

ing Exhibition.

Sthe All entries to be nuwde with Petes
Graut, Esq.. of Hamilton, and en:ry money
deposited with him, on or before the 24th
May next.

6ih. Any farmer making entry and failing
to exhibit or allow th.. judges to inspect ms
tlock, shall fuifeit bis stakes.

By inserting the above in your next issue,
you will oblige,

J.T. NOTTLE.

Jinbrook, March 13th,
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Poisoning of S8heep with Nitre.

Mr. Friestou, of Witham Common, near
Grautham, England, is reported to have lost
140 sheep from their being drenched with
large dows of nitre, salipcetee, or nirate of
potash. This irritant salt is stated to have
been given by mistake for the ctherous body,
Saltpetre is gencrally

the same week.  We also leara that our en-
terpr'sing conntryinan Mr. Cochrane has pur-
chazed from Mr. Pawlett twoycearling heifers,
“Rose of June,” and -Princess,’” for 100
guineas each.  Mr. Deattie is about ouce
wote o visit England with the view of mak-
ing fresh purchases for Mr. Coclrane.
Amongst other recent sales of that gentle-
man’s stock, the impoited bull calf, #Captain
Graham,” calved on the voyage from Eng-
land in July last, has been sold to Mr.George
Greig of Beachville for $500. e is a fine
promising calf of Booth blood, sired by
“Prince of the Realm™ ont of “Pink Thorn-
lea,? by “Baron Booth.? Mr. Cochrane's
Shorthorn terd has recently been increased
by the birth at Compton of sixteen orseven-—
teen calves, all sired by “Eleventh Duke of
Thorndale.”  During the last month fifty
cotswold lumnbs had been dropped in his val-
uable flock of that breed. Probably their
number bas been further increased since

March, the date of our last report.



