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The Foul Brood Bill.

N the last issue of the JOURNAL a correspond-

ent "who does not want his name given,"
thinks one or two of the provisions of the
Bill wrong while approving all the rest.

Now, as that Bill, like all other mundane
things, was not quite infallible in its origin, I
trust nobody will be backward in coming for-
ward to criticise it over his or her own name.
This correspondent thinks it would be better to
havé an Inspector for each district tian ow
with deputy for the whole Province. I do n
think so for these reasons :-In the first place
it would be I think impossible to get a suitable
man in each district to act. I use the word
suitable instead of competent because, be it re-
membered, something more than mere comp2t-
ency to detect and ceal with foul brood is
required in an Inspector under the provisions
of that Bill. Indeed, a great deal more is
required, and we shall be doing very well if we
succeed in getting oie or two suitable ien at a
time with the whole province to select from.
The reakder vwill observe that that Bill is very
stringent and direct in its provisions, <iving the
Inspect r a great di-i of power, both arbitrarv
and discretionary. No milk and wat 'r affair
would have been of any use for the purpose in-
tend d. See ing then that so meh power and
responsibility rests upon the Inspector under
that Act it behooves ws to pltc ncne bat suit-
able men in the position. Indeed I had to
promise thar mnch on behalf rf the (). il. K. A.
or tue Bill would undoubtedly h ve beei
w' :akecned il not emasculatd in its ni st es;-i

tial irovis ions. The M inister wrote ne fioim
the Legislative Committee whiile lite Bill was. in
thiur ha.ns siating the objection that sucih a
poxer i, the hands of the Inspector might be
-bused, and great inj stice might be dn .
answered at length, strongly urging that the
power, prerogative and discretionary v.hici

the Bill placed in the Inspector's hands
were absolutely necL ssiiy and indispensable
to the accomplishient of the imîporttant
work prop sed to be done. In thus urging
that the power complained of should stand
in its ample mutegrity I could do nothing

le in return than, as president of tbe Society,
to pi omise that the O.B.K.A. or its representa-
tives would exercise tlhie utmcst care and dis.
cretion in the sah ction of ofîcials to fill so
impirtant and responsible a position. Under
such circumstances I certainly never could con-

sent, so far as I am concerned, to the appoint-
ment of a dozen or two more or less unsuitable
and irresponsible officiais instead of one or two
good ones. Nor do I think the Bill would have
passed at all in its present efficient form with
any such arrangement in prospect.

A little reflection will convince the objector
that the proposed district inspectorshtip would
not work on other grounds. He will agree that
in making the appointments the best and most
practical men should be selected. And as these
are the very men who are engage more or less
extensively in the bee business they could not
be induced to make such a sacritice in their
bt iness as district mnspectorship would inevit-
aL ini volve, with the exception perhaps of one
or t. o districts in Western Ontatio. Except
in these the district Inspector woild have but
little comparatively to do-not erough to pay
him to go when he was calledti upoi which wouild
very likely be at his busiest titme in the honey
season. H1e would not be warranted under such
circumstances, nor could we reasonably expect
him, to leave his yard to attend to such a call
when he would lose treble what he would make.
On the ccntrary, a Provincial Inspector will
be expected to, andi must, hold hinelf in r'adi-
ness to respond promptly to any cal, or iii the
case of sickness or other sufficient cause, rend
bts deputy, who, by the way, must also be a
suitable mian. This he catt afford to do, whiile
the district inspector could not. As to travel-
ling "'from one end of the province to t ie other,"
I say, certainly, lie muist rio so whener it is
necessar, and the Gcvernment would rather
pay the expenses of thtat than scatt-r tUe same
amount over a dozen ofrcials and runi the risk
of inccmpctent anid blundering work a ni ctce-
quent injustice to- the victim, and s- oight we
for that and othter reasotts.

As to iow the Inspector is to he naid I tind
from correspo"dcnce receivedi as well as from
statements in JuV-UrrMt, tihat there is misappro-
iension. Of ceurse exen such a i1l as -e ave
would be comrtaratively worliess iii our hands
without the wheithal to back it up and malke
it " go." The Association with its present
revenue coutld do little or nothing in suppl- ing
the "sinews of war." Being weil aware of thi-,
at our first meeting with the Miruister of AVi-
culture, the deputation fully impressed upon
the Minster this important aspect cf the
question. Mr. Drury accordingly promised
that a grant should be made to pay the salary
and expnses of the Inspector. I may say fur-
thr that the deputation were unaiimous in the
opinion, the Minister also coinciding, that there
should be no fixed salary for the Inspector.


