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THE REAL ROBERT BURNS.

liV G. W. FOOIf.

Il. Burns as a Freethinker.
b isi bunny inoods,'' wîrote Carlyle, -a full, buîoY'ant flood oif inirtiî

1tillougiî the mmlid of Burls. " -'F'lic iiuîo4e(r-Iqinlity of Burns," Mr.
1eilIey' says, ',the q nality wlîicii lias gomie, anîd îîill vver Lzo, the turthest
10 inakie hiin universaliy and percomially acceptable, je turntor.", Msr.
jenlev titinks his sentiment is soinetitues strained, and otten rings a
itl taise. IlBut lus hu[flor lîroad, ricit, prevailing, now lascivious or

'urganituan and now fatîciful or joeose, now satirical and brutal and
low instinct a itli syixuativ-is ever irresîstilble.'' Tlhis is tine and
tdiiirably put. W'e should say tliat Mr. llefley understamîds and enjoys
hîtri's Itumoor better tItan Carlvle dil ; and for tlîis reason, we fanc%,
le dltes flot sliare Carl -hl's regret thiit liii x pended so iîouchl of fls
ui r iion the ortiiodox elergy of tihe local Kirk. Perîtape it ouglit to
t' statedl, in tiiis conneillion, titat Carîvle lived more than haif a centur.%
Liter writig h is Burns article, ami tdoit lie iii turn expended inuch tf
ns liîîinîor upion the elergy of ail denominations. However, titis is *siat

Carîvie wrote in 1828:
"It seenus to us another circumustance of fatal irnport in lIiirns's lis-

tir ' that lit, titis toute lie itecaisoe invoived ut the religions quarrels of his
tlistriet ;that he was enlisted and feasted, as the igliting.inan of the
N, w-Liglit Priesthood in their itigli mîprofitalîle warfare. At the tailles
ouf tiiese froe-ttuinded clergy lie lesmmcd intich niore( tlîan ivas needful for
liiitî. Sîîch huberai ridicule of fanaticisut awakenied in hie mind scruples
siloun Religion itself, and a wlîole world of I oubts, whiclî it required
anuilier setof conjurere than these muen to exorcise."

Thîis is the voice ot a 8cottish student fresh front the schools of Cal-
vinism : from whose influence, by the way, he neyer (fuite escaped ;for,
just as Carlyle retained his native brogue alhuost uîtimpaired during biis
miore titan forty years' residence in London, so he retained tui the iast
tie prejudices lie imieul with his education. His intelligence saw
tiirough the dogmas he had heun tauglit, but the spirit of theni always
iiweit in his feelings.

Mir. Henley corne: later, and lias been trained in a lîroader-minded
school. He notices with satisfaction that borne wae "the most anti-
clerical " as wcll as the înost popular poet of Scotiand. 'Being a So,
MIr. Hienlev says, -he was instinctîvely a theologian ; being himself, lie
ivas inevitably liberal-minded ; boum a peasant of genius, and therefore
a natu raI rebel, lie coulul not choose but quarrel with the Kirk, eapecially
as lier iîand was heavv' on Itis friende and himseif." And agaîn in a
fotiote: " He was ever a tieiulogical liberal and a theological disputant
-a champion of Heterodoxy, in hôwever rnild a forrn, whose disputa-
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