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OUR LATEST CATALOGUE,

Just issued, is a handsomely bound book of 180
pages; it is of ounvenient size, and will prove a vul-
uable guide in the seleotion of musical publications.
Its oontents, comprising nearly 5000 picces and over
80 books, is divided into four parts, and includes the
beat productions of the most celebrated writers of
Europe and America. Part 1, is dovoted to sheet-
music publications. viz.: Voics and puno, waltzes,
galops, polkan, mazurkas, schottisches, redowss, quick-
steps, quadrilles, four-hand arrangements, piano solos,
2abinet organ musio. collections of teaching pieces,
violin sud piano arrangements and exercises. With
each title is given the key.compass,degree of difficulty,
name of author and price. Part 2, a descrip-ion of
popular and standard book publications. Part 3, s
conveniont and comprehensive classification of the
vocal and instrumental music of the best-known
writers, arranged uuder proper heads. Part 4, a the-
matio catalogue of popular voecrl and instrumental
music, which will be found particularly valusble in
assisting the purchaser to make proper selections.
Part 5, contains +* odds and ends’’ not to be found in
the parts above-mentioned. Mailed free to any
&ddress.

Our sheet music is vrinted from finely engraved
plstes, ou the best quality music paper.

R

Criticism of To-day.

It is & remarkable fact that the best actors and
actresses are always dead or retired from the stage.
Old play-goers tell us that it has been 80 from the
beginning. There never was a time when the reality
of the present was not insignificant compared with
the recollection of the past. Even Mrs. Drew we
only entirely admire in the parts that she has ceased
to play. Wuen she played them, people ware wont to
say that the palmy days of genteel comedy were past.
Itis buta very few years since reminiscences of Hele.,
Faucit and Ellen Tree were thrown in the face of every
young woman who esssyed one of Shakespeare's
younger heroines, and Adelaide Neilson was a vulgar
upstart. Since Adelaide Neilson is dead it is discovered
that she was the only genuine interpreter of Shake-
spearean comedy and all others are counterfeits. For
anybody else to attempt Rosalind is an outrage. We
won't haveit. Fifteenyears hence we shall be saying
to young play-goers, ‘ Ab. but you should have seen
Modjeska play Rosalind!” This we call criticism —
Philadelphia Times,

—_——
Kellogg’s Favorite Song.

The song ‘ Good Bye,” by Tosti, which Mies Kellogg
has sung with so much success during the past year,
has a sad story connected with it, writes *“Brunswick™
to the Gazette. The words were written by the dash-
ing and romantic Whyte Mellville. One day he
mounted his coal black steed—Katerfello, in all prob-
ability—and set out for a hard ride, for he was 8 good
horseman, and the barder berode the more he enjoyed
it. The worst accidents seem to happen to the best
horsemen. He was throwa and killed, and his dead
body was brought back to the room he bad so recently
left in such high health and fine spirits. On his
table lay his pens and paper just as he had left them.
There was one sheet of paper with the writing on it
scarcely dry, and the words ¢ Good Bye," a&s he had
Jjust composed them. Paola Tosti set them to music
and he seems 1o bave heen inspired by the incident,
for he never wrote anything more besutiful. 1 think
Miss Kellogg must have caught some of the inspiration
of both words and music, for she s1ags that song with
 passion that hassurprised a great many peoplce. She
knows the words and ausic perfectly, but she never
goes on the stage without the sheets of the music in
her haud. She has carried the same copy for overa
year, and it is torn and battered so that I doubt if
she could read it if she tried. I said to her the other
day, ** Why do you carry that old picce? let mo =end
youa new one.”  She looked quite hurt ns she replied,
¢ Plense don’t. 1§ wouly rather not have a new oue.
I earty 1his for nvsocintion’s sake. and could not sing
unless I beld it inmy hand.

—I~ the cross suits between the manager and actor
for breach of contract. hoth parties were noa-suited,
but Mayer had te pay the cosa, (% quelin appenred
28 bis own aivoc te, and created Kveat amusement in
tho crowded court.

l

‘The Frightened Diva.

How ax Uskxown Ememy or “Craxk” Scaren
Parri.

Among the numerous lettors from
which Mme. Patti every day receives, there was ope
on the 138th which d iderable itemen|
among the members of the Mapleson Opera Company,
now in New York. It was written in Frevob, in's
woman's hand, and, translated, read as follows :—

Mavaxe Parri:—If you sing this evening then you
aro lost. Take my good advice.

Your Friend, LA

Madame Patti herself was frightened at the letter,
and her Secretary, Mr Franchi, was sent to tho 18th
Precinct Police Station to invoke the aid of Captain
Clinchy. The Captain immetiately went to see the
prima dorna, snd assured her that he would take
every precaution for her safety. And he did. A deteo-
tivo was stationed behind the scenes at the Academy
of Musi¢, and the watchman at the stage door was in-
structed to lot in, on no pretext whatever, no one not
employed there regularly or belonging to the opern
company. The opera for that evening was ** Faust,"”
and as the audience began to gatuer there came in
with them a number of detectives in citizens’ clothes,
and a numbe of policemen in uniform. These officials
stationed themselves in different parts of the audito-
rium, and closely watched the faces and movements of
the people in the audience If any ose had put his
hand into his pocket suddenly, or made any other
suspicious wovement, he would have been pounced
upon by the officers in a twinkling. No one did any-
thing of the kind, bowever, or if he did he was Lot
caught at it, and the audience listened to the operain
blissfuli~norance of the sensations that may bave been
bovering over them. When Madams Fatti camo on
the siage, she naturally did so with considerable trepi-
dation.” Colonel Mapleson assur(d a Tribune reporter
that «her hands were as cold as ice, she was so
frightened.”” She sang through her part, however,
and no pistol shot interrupted her. If fear made her
voice tremblea little, the zudience to k the tremblings
as extra trills, and were delighted. When the opera
was finally ended, it was much to the relief of Madame
Patti and all who knew about the threatening letter,
Colonel Mapleson says thathe is unable to account for
the letter unless it came from a *«crank,” or some
disappointed singer. Captain Clinchy says that he
believes that it was from some crank, though possibly
it was merely intended as a Jjoke. The letter was
mailed at Station D on Sunday, the 12th.

unknown persons

——————

Correct Instruction for the Reed Drgan.

To those persons who are familiar with the works
of Mr. W. F. Sudds, it would be unnecessary to say
apything in praisc of his latest production, **Na.
TIONAL GUIDE To RED ORGAN PLAyING” ; but as the
work will doubtless be inspected by many who are

quainted with his f book,  National School
for the Pinno-Forte,” we desire to say that National
Guide to Reed Organ Playing stands without a rival;
it contains everything necessary for taacher and
pupil, and it is so plainly and progressively compiled
that it may truthfully be called a seif-instructor. The
book is divided inty two parts, as follows: Part I
leads the pupil very gradually, by means of easy,
melodivus and technical exercises, through all the
keys. Part 1l introduces music of a more decided
organ character, giving simple and comprehensive
instruction in part playing, choir accompaniment,
et~ , and finally initiates the student into fugue piay-
ing  The boox is also replete with choice organ
music selected from the best productions of popular
and standard authors. To all who desire & correct
and practical organ instructor, we unhesitatingly rec-
ommead ¢ National Guide to Reed Organ Playing.”

————

—Mapaxr ALBANI will be with us early next yorT.
Mr. Ernest Gyo telegraphed to Mr. Mapleson that he
bad completed all arrangements for her appearance
here. She is expected in the second week in January,
and will appear in *Sonpambula.” She will probably
app-ar in * Puaritani,” ¢ Sonnambuls,” ¢ The Flying
Dutchman,” * Le Nozze,” and * Mecphistofele,” and
take par. in the Cincinnati Operauc Festival. The
festival commences on Monday, January 29th, and
continues throughout the week. There will be cight
operatic performances, as follows : On Monday, - Trav-
iata,” with Mme. Patti; Tuesdny, L Africaine;"”
Wednesday muince, *Sonnsmbula.” witk Mme.
Albani: Weduesdny night,  William Tell;” Thurs.
day. *Semirumite,” with Patti; Friday. *The
Flying buichinan,” with Mme. Albani: Saturday
mat-nee,  Don Grovanni,” with Mme. Patti, and tho
finnl performance, « Lobengrin,” with Mme. Albani,
Mme. Sealehi, Micrzwinski and Galassi.

Tributes of Worth,
To A Boox or Worti, ny Mzx or Worrn,

If there lingered in the mind of any one a single
doubt regarding the merit, the eﬂioacyyor oomplle%o-
ness of * National School for the Piano-Forte,” the
opiuions of three of the greatest of Ameorioan mutaical1
authorities should at onge dispel any such misgivings,
Below are given verbatim the unsolioited critioisms
of the gentlemen alluded £0 :—

From Dr. Louts Maas of Boston, Mass.

‘*After a careful survey of ¢ National 8ohool,’ I
am glad to tell you that I think it one of the very best
books of that desoription that has been brought under
my notice. It is simple, comprehensive and yet ex.
haustive—containing everything that can e sought
for in anything of its kind, I shall be glad fy uge!
meud and use it as far as it is in my power.”

And in the same earnest tons comes the approval
om DyvLey Buor, Ese., of Brooklyn, N. Y.

1 bave exammned «Natisnal School,’ and
glad to say that I think you have compiled a goo
wnrk, covering all essential points of piano playing
aud which, properly made use of, ¢annot fail to pr
duco good players. I trust that you will be rewarde
for the labor and paine you have evidently taken.”

While Me. W. 8. B. Maraews, Chicago, Ill., says:

I have examined your ¢National School for
Piano-Forte’ with care, and regard it as by far th,
most comprehensive work of the kind yet issued. It ¢
not but do good wher.ver adopted. Hoping it s ¥y
meat the sucaess it deserves,

I am yours, truly,
W.8 B. Maraxws.’

Besides these distinguished endorsements, the Phb-
lidhers of ¢ National School™ have received commpn.
dntions from both press and profession througbﬁm
the United Staics =nd Canada. In a word, it ur-
passes any other y:ano instructor in existence, nd
#s guch we recomme nd it to the trade, the teacher/and

the pupil.
%—-—»H

—A Bartivorx author is at work on a musical
comedy for Alecia aobson, in which the lady will star
pext season. A welj-known Baltimore hotel man, it is
rumot ed, has taken quite an interest in the lady, and
rumor has it that hé is soon to lead her to the altar,
Her father, Stuart Rabscn, bas recently purchaced a
handsome New York residence, which will be deeded
to the daughter on her wsdding day.

———
s

—Mixxax Haox, who is so well known in opera, made
her first appearance in concert in Philadelpbia on the
20th, in Mr. Pugh’s Star Course. Shesang Angels er~a
bright and tair,” Eckert's echo semg and the Babapero
from «Carmen,” aud, with Mile. Lauri, of the Mapleson
opera troupe, the serersde duo from ¢ Mefistofele.”
Beside Mlle. Lauri, the cottralto, who is an excellent
artist, Signor Claudio, tenor, and M. Durat, bass, and
Mr. Sternberg, pianist, took part in tho concert.

—Savs the London World: « That the audience
signify their delight to hear a great artist again, is
flattering for the artist; but to insist with such obsti-
nacy as a right on making him repeat is discourteous
and unfair. Ifthey go to 4 restaurant and find a dish
splendidly cooked, would they get an *encore’ for
nothing? They pay to hear 2 programme which is
Iaid before them and conscientiously given. Why
shuuld singers be forced, whether it try their organs
or not, to do what they never bargained for?”

—Tuz multiplicity of his engagements in New York
has hitherto prevented Dr. Damrosch from scceding
to the many requests received from various parts of
the country to give s serics of concerts with his
orchestra. This scason, howerver, he has arranged to
do s0, and opens the cempaign at Cincinnati on the
21st inst., from whence he proceeds to Louisville 2
concerts), Indisnapolis, St. Louis (8 concer!s and a
matineo), Chicago, Detroit, Cleveland, Hamilton and
Toronto, returning to New York again on December 8.

—A S8TRANGE STORY regarding Brignoli comes from
Fort Wayne. He was to appesr the other night with
Miss Fannio Kellogg, in Italian opera. During the first
act the audiencediscovered that he wasintoxicated. At
the close he staggered back, leaving the audicnce in
the greatest state of uncortainty as to whether the
porformance would go on. Miss Kellogg was beside
herself with indignation. ~ Finally she appeared before
ibe curtain and denounced Briguoli. Manager Bachert
rushed out and offered ten dollars to any one who
would give the tenor a sound thumping. Brignoli
sub-cquently denied that hebwas intoxicated, but said
he retased to sing becauso Miss Kellogg and conpany
were iucomnetent to support him'in I Trovatore. -
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