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READY WHENEVER HE COMES,

“PThere’s mother on Lhe move already !
What is she getting up so soon for?” said
Martha Wilson to her sister Fanny, as she
heard footsteps descendiug the stairs in the
carly moruing,

“ Farmer Hargreaves is going to give her
aride to market with him, He generally
takes one of his own people, but to-day none
of the family want to go, so as he knew
that wother wants a day’s shopping some.
times, he offered her the spare seab in his
car,”

“But he will not be starting for hiours
yeb How ridicudous it is of mother to turn
vut 80 soon ! She will have plenty of time
tu tire herself in town, and would have
been better for an extra hour’ssleep, instead
of gretting up that much carlier,” 4

“ It 18 tiresome,” replicd Fanny, # for if
the mother is downstairs it will not de for
us to lie in bed and let ber get things
ready for herself ; and she at ouce hegan
to dress, '

Martha followed her example, notvery

willingly, for both sisters agreed in thinking |

that bt for theie mother’s over-anxiety
they might have enjoyed an extra hour’s
rest.  Dlat conseience would not allow them
to leave the good mother unassisted, so
they made all possible haste to join her
below-siairs,

“ Why, mother, you are up too
soon,” hegan Fanuy, as she entered the
kitchen and found the lire already lighted.
“We should have had breakfast ready for
you in good time if you had stayed quietly
in bed till your regular hour.”

“But Farmer Hargreaves is coming, my
dear,” said Mrs. Wilson.

“[ know that; but he never goes off to
market at thistime of morning,” said Martha.,
‘e generally passes ot about nine o’clock.
It is only an hour’s dvive, and there is no
business doing before eleven,”

“ITe mostly does pass about nine,” agreed
Mrs. Wilson.

% What time did he say he would call for
you?” asked Fanny,

“ Well,my dear, that is just what I cannot
tell you, Me said he would come, and he’s
(uite certain to keep his word, if he isliving
and well.  But I quite forget to ask what
time, and I suppose he forgzet to tell me
without asking. So I said to myself, ¢1’ll
be soou enough. It will do me no harm to
wait a bit here in the house ; but I must be
ready whenever he comes,” ?

“It's not likely that just this morning he
will be starting ever so much sooner than
uswal,”  persisted  Fanny, resolved to
convince her mother that she had made a
mistake.

“Don’t be put out about it, my dear,”
replied Mrs, Wilson. “You may beright,and
may have to wait, perhaps an hour.  But I
shall feel yuite comfortable, because by be-
iug ready in such guod time I shall be on the
safe side, I had notmeant o eall you girls,
for I could have managed very well ; but 1
could not have been comfortable in my bed
thinking that Mr. Largreaves wmight be
coming and finding me unprepared for my
journey.”

“And I hope you don’t think we could
have lain comfortably in our beds alter we
heard you moving about, mother,”said huth
the girls, for they were good, dutiful daugh-
ters to their widowed mother, thougl apt to
think sometimes that she was over-auxious
and fidgely.

So they took the workinhand and got all
tidied up aud the breakfast on the table
without loss of time, whilst the mother put
on her betler gown, and made herself veady
for the drive to market,

Mrs, Wilson took her meal comfortably
aud without stint of time, and was able to
read a few verses of God’s Word and offered
a prayer with her children according to daily
custont.  Ouly all was done just an hour
carlier than common, N

The three had risen from their knees, aud
the widow was glancing round to sec if there
was anything lying about to remind her of
business to Le done in town, when the sound
of wheels was heard.

“I believe Mr. Hargreaves is coming,”
exclaimed she ; and sure enough she was
right.  The wheels stopped at the little gate,
aud the farmer’s youngest boy, whom he had
brought so far for the purpose, ran up to the,
door to ask, “Is Mrs, Wilson ready 7

The widow answered by making her ap-
pearance and going towards the gate.

“(Good morning, Mrs. Wilson,” said the
farmer,  “Here you are, I see, as fresh nsa
daisy, and with every pin in its place. I

‘have known it would be of no use}

Out of Barkess into Light,

*¢1 am the Light of the world s he that followeth Me shall not walk i darkness."—Joun viii, xz,
Ira D. Sanxey.

W. O. LATTIMORE,

(Tempeerance Hvmn)
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All our talents we have wasted,
All Thy laws have disobeyed 3
But Thy goodness now we've tasted,
In Thy robes we stand arvayed.
Blessed Jesus, loving Saviour !
Tender, faithful, strong and tiro,
Dreak the fetters that have bound us,
Make us in Thysclf anew, ’
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Thou hast saved us—do Thoun keep us,
Guide us by Thine eye divine ;
Let the Holy Spirit teach us,
That our light may ever shine,
Tlessed Jesus, be Thou near us,
Give us of Thy grace to-day ;
While we're calling, do Thon hear us,
Send us now Thy peace, we pray. ..

am very glad to see you ready, forI was
half afraid you might not be, I quite for-
got to say last night that I must start at
eight instead of nine, because I had an un-
common deal of business to get throngh.
There’s one man in particular that Inever
can cateh unless I get to town before most
of my neighbors, And having to go soon
is another reason why I am able to give
you a lift this morning. My wife is extra
busy at howme, aud could not have-left till
later.” -

#1'm very much obliged to you for tak-
ing me at all,’”? said Mrs, Wilson, “dtisa
great convenience, with a station a mile
and a half off. I am glad I was ready, for,
1ot knowing the proper time, I said to my-
self, ‘LIl Lie'soou enough, and then I shall
be on the safe side.”” .

“ That’s it 1" said the farmer, with asmile
on his ruddy face. ““And would you be-
lieve it 7 it was knowing your ways that
made me come round at all, though (I had
promised. I said to my wife, ¢ Mrs. Wilson
doesn’t know what time I start, but she’s
just the woman to be ready the earlier on
that account.” If it had been any one of a
lot of neighbors I could mention, I qéhould

to go
near their  doors. They would © have
reckoned what hour I mostly start at, and
aimed to be ready by then ; and cven after
all, three out of six would bave kept me
waiting, But I felt that you were not of
that sort, so I came and found you ready,
and here we are on the road to market,
To anyone clse I should have sent my re-
speets, and as I found I must start too early
for thewm, I would give them alift some
other time.” . o
Thus spoke the farmer to his passenger.
Mrs. Wilsoun's girls, looking afler their

mother, said, “ She was right after all. 1f
we don’t know the time, it is best to got

There is One who has said, “Beye there-
fore ready also, for the Sont of ‘Man cometh
at an hour when ye think not,” There is
one journey all must take. There isone
call to which no one can turn a deaf car,
yet no one knows when it will sound for
him., Itisno use to say, “Iam young, it
is not likely the call willcome before middle
age ;” or “I amin the prime of life; I will
éxpect the call when I am old,” Thereis
a command for you to obey; take good
heed to its warning, then the time at which
the call comes will matter little: *“ Be ye
also ready,”—Iriendly Qreclings.

———

InpHE AuruMy of 1830 a travelling book-
peddler, who afterward became a successful
publisher and the head of a lirm whose
name is well known in the United Stales
to-day, came to the doorofm log-cabin on a
farm 1n eastern Illinois, and asked for the

| courtesy of a night’s lodging, There was no

near inn. The good wife was hospitable
‘but perplexed,  for,” said she, ¢ we can feed
your beast, but we cannot Jodge you, nnless
youare willing to sleep with the hired man,”
“ Let’s have a look at him first,” said the
peddier.. The woman pointed to the side of.
the house, where a lank, six-foot man, in
ragged but clean clothes, was streiched on
the grass reading a book. “He’ll do,” said
the stranger.  “ A man who reads a book as
hard as that fellow seem® to, has got too
much else to think of beside my watceh or
my small change.” The hired man was
Abraham Lineoln ; and when he was Pre-
sident, the two men met in Washington
and laughed together over the story of
their carlier rencontre.—N. Yo Independont
[OOSR USS— »

Mowrrear Datny WirNess, $3.00 a year
post-paid,  MoNtnraL Wreekny Wreness,
$1.00 a year, post-paid, Wrurry Messuy.
GER, 50 cents ; b copies to one address, $2,00
Joun Dovaant & Sox, Pullishers,Montreal,

realy soon enough, then we are on the safe
side,”

Que,

Question Corner.—No. 14.

BIBLE QUESTIONS.
1. We read of three persons gathering sticks ;
vlie was pat to death, one was rewarded, and
the other was cadled « god,. Who were they?
2, Who banged himself because his advice was
uot followed ? : .
3. Who married a third wife to please his
parents? :
4, What King of Isrnel was tauken among
thorns and bound with fetters ?
‘5. Who sold (ish on the Subbath day ¢
6. Mow many knives did the ehildren of Isvael
bring bick to Jerusalem from Babylon?

A BIELE ACROSTIC.

Of virtues three, but one just name?
What term of bliss can Christinng claim ?
Where found Noal's Ark o resting-place?
What sure hope has our sinful race ?
What courtier said, * Thou art the man®?
What Bible stars in heaven’s plan or span ?
In what are victors fain to ¢hoose?
What fault in a}),—all should disuse?
Anid tender trait all men imbues?
Wihint must be,—minus which, all is nought 7
What results from where Cupid wrought ?
Now, be correct, and sum up all,
And tell what an angel said to Paul.
ANSWERS 10 BIULE QUESTIONS NO. 13
]1“ lJgaugmcr ol Polipherab, priest of On; Gen.
x11. 45,

2 Babel; den, x. 10,

3. Lharstoh 5 18x, §, 14,

4. Othuiel; Jud. i, 12, 13,

&, Chorazin and lethsalda; Luke x, 13.

G. Lroas; 2. iv, 3,

7. Tadmor: 1 Kings ix, (8.

8. LRabbuth; 2 Sanued xi.

Scrurrunre Acresric.—Love workelh mno il
to his neighbor, Ilomans 13. 10, 1 Lois. 2
Ointment, 3. Virgins, 4, Klymas, 5, Wages,
6, Olivet. 7. Rabbl, 8. Kish, 9. JSunice. 10,
Tarsus, 1, Honey, 12 Naaman, 3, 0L 1,
Ivory. 156, Jmban., 16, Levites. 17. Timothy.
18, Og. 19. Hebroun, 20, Ishmael. 21, Siloam,
22, Nain, 2. kKphesus, 24 lsrael. 25, Goshen.
26, Mt. Hor. 27, Barnabas. 28, Onesimus, 29,
Rome, '

CORRECT ANSWERS RECEIVED,

Correct answers have been received from
H. K. Greene, Lilllan Greene, Jean Beatlie,
Jennie Lyght, Frank Curruthers, and Albert
Jesse IPreseh,

“A NICE LITTLE PRIZE.”

GevrnedeN,—I write to acknowledge the
receipt of the Northern Messenger prize,
“Uncle Tom’s Cabin.” I think it isa very
nice little prize, and take pleasure in reading
it. Hoping that your number of subseribers
| may continue to inerease,
" I remain, your friend,

Richmond, V.
— e

NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS IN THE
UNITED STATES,

Our subscribers throughout the United
States who cannot procure the international
Post Oflice orders at their Post Office, can
get, jnstéad, a Post Oflice order, payable at
Rouse’s Point, N, Y., which will prevent
much inconvenience both to ourselves and
to subscribers,
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CLUB RATES.
Tur Cuun Rarus for the “AMEsspNGERr,”’
when sent o one address, are as follows :—
1copy, - - 30 cents

B
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Weopies - - - - - % 250
FEheopies- - - - - 6 00
50 cupics- - - 1130
100 eopies- - - - - 2200 .
1,000 copies- . - - - 200 00

Joun Dovcaln & Sow,
Publishers, Montreal,

EPPS’S

GRATEFUL-COMFORTING.

COCOA

I CHOOL OF EXPRESSION

For Voice, Body and Mind, 8 teachers; 40 hours
weekly ; 130 students ; eatalogue freo. 8. 8. CURRY,
man U1, Boston. Summer session Martha's Vineyard,
00 OATRDS~COMPRISING SILK-FRLINGED,
wd UF Colil-Fringad, Cold-edge, Glass, Prausparent, Hidden

Name, Chronos, &e. Your nnme on esch, in gold and jet
for 108, Address BUREKA CARD CO., Bolton, (Jue.
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