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thinkers, who take upon trust whate'er tends to
relense them from religious responsibility, regard
e whele as a solemn mockery and gross imposi-
tien.

*Inthis country the character of rehgion has

ben, very generally and systematically, reduced by
Hoadicy, aud his literary Rilowers, o a something

atis little better than artlutly concealed deism.

Coumpelled, as these men constantly telt they were, !
Ly tue prmeples of the returmation, to allow all|

ruent to judee for themselves, and to {ollow the dic-
“ates ot their own judgment,and therefore,of course,
1 toierate every order of behevery 3 they thus o-i
pened an abyss, in which alt scets and forms of ro-.

!y confound and destroy each other. For, as no!

one religion can properly subsist but by the rqcc-l

ton of all others, so do they reciprocally expire in'
each other’s embraces, ‘Thus, by removing that'
~acred barrier, which separates truth fiom error,
awd the real worship of Christianity fiom the pre-
tencded reformations of human wisdom, our modern
innovators have gone sq far as to_have set aside!
the very lndn‘(-«—that distinctive badrrc-—wluc'nl
wints out and ﬁmt furms, the Chnslmn—the dwme'
:ad stamp of baptisin.  Baptism—which, the,
S ripture declares is 50 essential to the security of
< dvation—is, accordmg to the School of Hoadley,
netlstaore por less than an empty, unmneaning
Such, too, as this

seal

s remony—a mere childish rite.

& the notivn, which is very commonly cntertained j;

ol the mysterious action in many other Protestant
atates 3 insomuch that, in some of them, the civil

soaer has been obliged to interfere, in order to

vrevent its tutad abolition.  In these,—or, at least, ||

1 ovveral of thuse,~—if the infant be still a sacred !
Lwing—ifrehgion still shedsits amiable influence a-|)

soaud it eradle—it is to the wisdom of the civil po-|t

lay that the gratitude is due = for, it is its protec-
twn alone that has defended the rights both of the
Chinstian, and of the man, gawst the cold endin-{!
« avrable indifference of a barbarous theology.

“ From England, the doctrine of latitudinarian-|
«n and infidelity have passed over to America. It
o its nc“b-crccted university of Cnmbndnc?n
particular, that the sceds of irrcligion are sown in
tis minds of the young. Thence, they are carried,
and profusely scatteret abroad, through all the
provinces of that boundless continent. “There they
srow and develope, and expand themselves, with
" el a degree of lusuriancy, that the old plant of]
the reformation is nearly choked under the confi-
sion and pressure of their shade. There, asin
Europe, the ministers of the countless sects are
earcful not 1o shock and offend each other by
reaching a series of contested mysterics. Or, ra-
ther,—since all mysteries are contested—they ap-
pear to be mutully agreed amongst each other not
to preach + 1y mystery whatsoever.  Their method
&5, vaguely to dissertate upon certain subjests of]
morality ; which, alone, just like the deist, they are
pleased to _inculcate as essential. It istrue they

Lurion come together awd unite 5 or, to speak nxom'i thing isso potent in generatingdoubt as infidelity—

accurately, in which, all plunged together, mutual-

»,|church, says, ¢ You delight the Catholic clergy,
‘ who had long since foretold you that the reforma-

Jmen have converted great numbers to Gatholicity.

hands of the people: and in doing this—that is, in
giving them a book which they either do not read,
or clse read without understanding it—they give
them as they are pleased to eall it— a religion.’

‘ In Protestant Germany the scone, as it is des-
cribed by its own Protestant writers, is if possible,
more afflicting still, There, these writers tell us,
the very ministers of the different sects, whilst they
pretend to revere the Bible as the oracle of Christian
faith, make it at the same time, their real endea-
vour to bring it into contempt.” .

A nation of infidels, however, is a moral impos-
sibility: man will be religious in spite of absurd
theorics; and the result of religious doubt—for no-

as a spirit of inquiry comparatively free from pre-
J|judice, which gencrally terminates in truth. Thas,
the thinking part of the German Protestants are
cmbracing Catholicism; and the same thingis tak-
|ing place in Geneve—the Protestant Rome. A na-
tive writer, addressing the pastors ‘of the Swiss

tion would lead to deism. Certainit is, that thess
And I know that a still greater numnber are on the
point of re-entering that church,”

. ON BIBLE READING. )

@ T the aid of rcason,and to the sanctions of
sentiment  and inspiration, the Protestant, call in
the aid of the Scnplures, appeahng constnnuy, and
confidently, to their téstimony] and reposing his
convictions upon their presumed authority. This
‘is; indeed one of the chief.—if not the best, ~—strong
hold of his defence. And it isbecause the Catho-
'lic does not exactly approve of this mode of dbcid-
jing the truth, or the falsehood; of any doctrine, that
he is 50 severcly conderoned, as the enemy of the
word of God. This is even asubject, which forms
the great theme of these countless publications,
which are unceasiugly issuing from the press,
'against Popery; and, above all it is that which
ﬁres the zeal and animates the cloguence ol our mo-
'"dern hosts of biblomaniacs. Wherefore, since
both the imputation, and’ the question itself, are so
xmportant, I will hence, pausc, at some length upon
itberri. And first, I will state the gpinion which the

 Catholic entertains respecting.tlie sacred volume;
cvmcmg, how groundless is the accusation of our
Isupposcd hostility, either to_the divine book, orto
its circulation,

<¢ The fact. then,.is that the church of Rome, so
far from being an enemy to the Bible, considers its
possession as {he most valuable of its treasures; ‘and
:so for from being averse to its circulation, she, on
the contrary, wishes to seeit dispersed through
every corner, and cottage, of the Christinn uni-
verse,—provided only that its {ranslations be cor-
rect; and that menread it, in the dxsposmons of]
humble, and prudent piety. We deem it a pecu-
fiarly forlunate and happy circumstance, that the
Christian religion,—alibough, indeed, it was es-
tablished without the did ofany writted word,—
should have its annaly, and its written code of doc-
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trines, Itis well, that the faithful should poms

put thy Bille, without note or comment, inte the

the authentic registers of their faith, and the titles
of their future expectations; well, that, amidst the
trophies of error, and the monuments of incertitude
and incredulity,—truth should equally,—and still
more,—have its trophies, and its monuments too.
It 14 well, that whilst books without end, and num-
ber, attest the thoughts of man, there shouldat lcaat
be one to atlest the thoughts of God.-

¢ But the utility and advantages of the Scrip-
tures, are, still, farther, rendered evident from the
consideration of the following cifcumstances,—that,
precisely, as tradition serves to explain, and deter
nine, the sendo of the sacred'pages, o atsode these
same pages, in refurn, serve to prove the antiquity
of tradition, and to confirm, and strengthen its au
thority. They show, that religion, its dogmas,
and its dutiee, are, at alltimes; binding'and irrevo-
cable. They fix, orcontsibute to fix, the language.
—and consequently, too, the stibility;—ofthe pub-
lic faith.——Whilst moreover, ‘it is true, that, with
out theiraid, and teslimony, a vanety of facts, in-
structions, &c., which belp powerfully to move ihe
heartand to eplighten the undersinnding, would
either, by this time, be unknown, or ‘at qll events,
knownbut to few; they presentto us truths, the
most sublime; and injunctions, the moost important,
—designed, for the regulation of the, church; the
order of sociely; and ‘thetonduct and sanctification
of individuals,—Whence, St, Paul says: ¢ All
scripture isgiven by inspirativs of God; and is pro-
fitable for doctnne, forreproof for correction, fo:
instruction in nghteousness, in order that the man
of God may'be niade perfect, and  thoroughly fur-
nished unto all good ‘works.?. Sucli ate the Scrip-
tures; and such nsﬂwse, the notiéns, which the Ca-
tliokic entertains‘of theirvanctity; their utility;smd
their benefits.—revering them as the most precious
and important gift, that the wisdom and goodness
of the Almighty has bestowed upon his creatures.

*With all these advantages; then,—angd secing
that the sacred volumes have beenlent tous for the
above-cited purposes,—seemg this, isit not, for
these reasbhs, but'a’piece of consistency to sup-
pose, that the understandings of men, assisted. at
the same {ime, by the instincts, and impulse, o
theu'feehngs, are competent, with these aids, to
Jﬁdge, and dutermine, what in religion, it is wise
and proper-idbelicve, and what it isright and pru-
dent to regeci?—Such as this, nodoubt, isthe dec-
trine.~Ke necessary -dottrine,—of every Protest-
ant church, and of overy consistent Protestact. All
these in the Tanguage of the immortal’ Chilling
worth, as heiscalled. exullingly proclaxm, *The
Bibla;'the Bible, and only the Bible, is the reli-
gion of Protestanis.~~And hence it is, that we beur,
the clergy, and the preachers, of cach Protestant
aect, so earnesily exhoztmg their respective fltow-
ers to read, and study, the divine book unceasing-
ly. ¢ Read it they call eut; *examine it : fort
is the book of fike. Learn fromit, for i¢ wili teach
you what it is proper for you to beliove, and what
itisrightto practice.’ As 1 bave Just cemarkes,
allthis:isbuta piece of consistency.

©* Since then, it is thus contended, that it is the
pnvﬂegt, anmd M, of men to interpret the sacred
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