THE CATHOLIC.

Jdenm it? What meaun this embarrassment, these| would then, say they, ic abandoned to the merey |} neously multiplied,& of'the existence of such a hady

R - . * . e X . g ave N ! I . .

suares, these concerted concealments?  You dis-jof the ““\J}*L he “""l‘; Lave put :'“"N--lf wto thej. many places at once? Would they maintain it o
e’ . . Y Q - [BY v qr v v

cover here, Sir, the inevitable march of error, A4} Prwver ul'his urcatures, by g thon the gower,

all tines 1t has shewn atselt unnd and  hesitating at ol ullering to lus advrable Lod, i st shameluly

i cummencement, aml ats first steps have always,deagadis jul casting Lias to ainiais, ol draginig|

hu more Binpossible thanimpialpaldlity § i isib e
If they allose that vur Lurd could derognte frani da
urdibary laws of matter, to sucha degree as 1o

Leeu faltering and uncertain.

1 should but useany nght, swere 1 to vefuse all
furthee discussion, aud refer you, upon the Euchar
ist as upun ail other articles of faith, to the decis
sons pronvunced by the Church,  Ilave established
s authority. 1have shewn that it reccived it (rom
s divine Founder, that when he was leaving tl:e
catth he bequeathed it to hisapostles, and, in their
prrsous, 1o those who should suceced them in the
ministry . that he had never ccased to teach by their
Lustrumentality and would continue to the end of
the world to teach by that of thei' successors. that,
in consequence, the ductrines of the ClLurch will al-
ways be protected fiom error, that, by hearing the
Church, we hear Jesus Christ, and,by despising the
Chureh, we despise Jesus Christ.  You have seen
the proofs of all this; they bave appcared to you
convincing.  Aud if the impression they have
made upon you is weakewod, readthem overagain:
<ubject them, if you please, to a ncw cxamination.
RButwhen once a person is convinced of their solid,
ity, there is no longer room for hesitation, The de-
cision is pact, every thing is <aid: all that remains
is to aceeptit, and submit to it.  This s'mple,
anl at the same time  safe, method  abridges for
svery catholic, whether learned or igornant, the
mierminable difficulties that exist in protestant
wacieties.

But the arguments you have often heard oppos-
1 to the belieCof catholics upan this mystery, those
that you have read in the writings of your teach-
vrs have made a decp impression upon you. They
frequently return to your mind, and balance, as
rou say, the force of the general inference drawn
from an infallible autherity,.  Well ! then, Sir, ]
am willing to coter with you into the heart of this
coniroverted pomnt: I engage to justify to you the
deerecs of the Clureh upon the Eucharist, and to
shew you their conformity with the doctrine of Je-
sus Christ. I foresee its full extent: I have itat
one glance with all its proofs before'my eyes. Oh
that I could but lay it belore your eyes with the
<mme mapidity * but the dissertation must necessa-
vily be long : you must submitto it : it is necessary
for your peace of mind : the subject is all impor-
tant.  I'should also he appreheusive that my si-
lence £right appear to you s tacit achnowledgment
of the weakness of my cause : and I ought not to
give your teachers this Lind of advantage in vour
wind.

Belove we setabout developing the proofs, it will
be well to remove certain general difficuities, twhich
might diminish their effect.  These difficultics are
produced, in some, by the false notions conjured
up bya heated imaginatinn : in others by specious
reasons which scem to demonstrate the physical
impossibility of the real presence.  The firstare in-
dignant at the very idea of the consequences which
they imagine themselves obliged to admit. I Je-
sus Christ were really present in the Euckarist, he
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cotieval Lis budy fiuw all our seuses, can hie not
sl further derugate from them s0 as to remdicr o
prosent in any places at ance ? Have we asur

"They will reply, no doubt, that God 1s not present, ficicnt huowldge of the propertics ol matter, to
i all places w substance, as we say the Fucharist, deny ”“i? Have we sufficiently penetratud its e
is. but only by his wfimwe hnowledze and by the j5tvee” For, toallirm the impossibility of any thing
action of an unlinuted power.  Were the vbserva-; \vh;{tsocvcr 10 assert hat the qualitics that are
'lmnwm ¢ty the ulyeetiens would not the luss lbrcn-”“"r‘l"“c‘] tiLdi Tepnant t, or wutually o -
bly 1ecut: for does st ot seem unwortiy of lus Su,:I;.cludc one another. This cannut be proved, if we
prome magesly that lus pure and nnmortal eyepyde not kuow them the first step then 1> 0 hnow
bewpen to Coery scene of horror and debauchery ¢ thew : and up to this time the primiuse cleraents,
What repre-entations, what work full of tully and | the intimate qualities (fr mattes, the suodihcations
turpitads, what disgusting and mfanous wnagesy @f Which it is susceptible undet the bhaud of the
find place in the divine conceptions, and becoiney Almighty, are mystcries to man. Whatever pro-
reflected upon the mereated Word?  Far trom us || gFess may have I.Jccn made in the analysis of bo-
Lowever De such sllusions! God sees alt crunes, 'dncs,. thcx.r.fomfaum.x:lnd urgnmgatum alwnys clude
and his eye is not defiled : he knows them, and thei"o“" inquirics ; in this respect as in every 'l“"g.“]-‘c'
purity of lus essence remains uningured.  And let the seeret of the Creator has not jet been disco-
us equally be on our guard how we beheve that) verad. I.‘““ sorty, 1 confess, for '?“’5‘3 transuth-
the profanations exercised upon a consccrated | dant geniuses, who, tojustify their ineredulity and
Lost can touch and affect the person of Jesusijaverturn our Lelief, transport us with them into
Clirist.  The only right he has granted his minis- unkaown regions, and would have us adupt as Ju-
ters over it, is to be able, at their will, to render it} Minvus demonstrations the arguments they D_"Odl'c'-‘
present upon the altar, and that in a mannerjjfOr us out of sight in the void and the night o1
which it is not given them to comprehend,  Theyjchaos.  What is remarkable, is that they make no
wiched ms -, indecd, profane the evils under which j difficulty in adinitting othier mysterics, not less w-
he conceals himself, may prosutute them to un-[{comprehensible than this. ~ You belieye with us, |
clean animals; may throw them into the mud orl| Would say to them, the Trinity and Incarnation,
under their feet: for he abandons to their mad out-{{2nd have not thesc dogmas their inaccessible
rages the cover he. places between himself and | beights? Doces not the Socinian imagine that he
them, of itself contempiible and common, it is true, | discovers in them impossibilities and absurdities?
and yet most deserving our respect and our vene- [ Xou reply to Lim that his objections prove only the
! ration trom the presenee of the sacred guest, whom limit;of the human mmd and v no wwise the in-
it holds concealed from ourcyes. Here their pro-||possibility of these dogmas = itis just so that Ian-
fanations stop : they reach not his adorable body, [ swer yourespecting the Bucharist.  Docer not the
on which he gives them no hold: inaccessible togf birth of Jesus Christ appear repugnant 1o our ideas
all thewr senses, he is also screened from all theirat-j{of things 7 that heshould have taken a body and
tempts : & not less impaipable than invisible, in thejjcome into the world from the womb of a virgin,
midst of the most shameful outrages, his divinel{ what is there inappearavce more impossible than
erson remains eternally impassible and inviolable. |j this, according to ail that we observe of the laws o
Others borrow their arguments from still more{{ nature and the properties of the hurman bady ? that
abstracted metaphysical sources, and with an air ofj{after his resurrection hisdisciples being assembied
triumph display to us their pretended demonstra~jl and keeping the doors shut for-fear of the: Jetcs.
tions of the impossibility of one bady existing inf he should have twice appeared in the midst ot
many places at the same time.  Their triumphiithem, how are we to explain this prodigy and
without dispute, would be certain, did the question | make 1t accord with the notions we have formed
turn upon a bady existing in the Eucharist underfjof matter? And atter his ascension, that he should
the same forms, and with the naturaj qualities and || have appeared to St. Paul in the same manner as
propartions of 2 human body : for certainly it willi] he shewed himself after Lis passion to Saint Peter.
never enter any onc’s mind to believe or propose||to his disciples and t¢ more than five hundred
to be believed that a body such as yours for mine} brethren together, do you more casily conceive
can be simultaneously inmany places.  But weareffthis? For we have manifestly here the presence
speaking of a body passed to astate entirely dif-{iof Jesus Christ in two placesat once, inheaven nt
ferent from onr own, become impalpable, invisible, [ the right hand of his Father, & on earih before St.
inaccessible to all our senses : we are speaking of 2 [{ Paul, to whomhe shewed hirself'as he was before.
presence, the manner of which we pretend not -to|| To convince his apostles of hisresurrection he had
explain, which we acknowledge to be above our{icaused torbeseen by theireyes; in his completeln:
understanding. In what manaer would they shew i manily, the same members,. the same Jeatures-tlas
the jmpossibility of such » presence being simulta-{l they had known him 1o possess before: his death,
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