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Mýatilda are înost iiuprcssive; bcautiful, too, are the ecelesiastical
buildings, thougli soutle arc now but shuadows of thecir former
glorious selves. Even iri înedioeval tiînes Caen appetirs to have
been iooked up to, as quite superior to other towns of Norinandy,
aiid as having ccrichi eiizens, noble daines and damsels, and fine:
cbiirchiesZ It would. 13p,
difficuit indeed for the
nmost 'unarehitectural
inid flot to notice the
abundaý,nce of vcry fine
churches, at Caen. rior
there are mnany splendid*
buildings besides thet-%o
noble minsters around
which so muehi interest
centres. On the out-C
skirts 0f the town is old J '

St. Nicholas, having a
comnical-looking stone <4
pinnacle, drooping al l
on one side like a eau-
die lu the sumier heat. jS

A halo of romance
surrounds the abbey ~
ehurches of St. Etienne .

and Sainte Trinité. By
a, decee of the Pope,.
Williami and Matilda j

were enjoined to ereet
eachia' bouse to the ~..---
glory of God, as an ~~'
atonement for the jr-
regularity of their mar- OLD COUnIT-YARD AT CA EN.

niage. Caen wvas a
favourite dwelling-place of the Conquem or and bis wmvfe, and tho.
town was chosen as a site for the erection of the two xwagniflcent.
structures'we now behold in a perfect condition, and seemingly
destined to last for ail time. At the head of the Eist of abbesses,.
of the Ladies' Abbey, stands Cicely, the Conqueror's eldest.
daugliter, devoted by her parents to this holy office upon the day
of the dedication of the convent. IlAs a part of that great cere-
mony," says Mr. Ereeinan, "lthe ducal pair offered on the altar of
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