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(.od i Masonry.

"«Freenxasonry is based on the belief
ini the existence of God, and the li-
mortality of the soul," forrned, until
recently, a part of the Constitution of
the Grand Orient of France and no
one could, of course, be admitted into
the Order ini that country who dlid not
profess or believe in these truths.
]But now that these words have been
expunged from the Constitution, a
professed infidel may, in France, be
miade a Mason.

How antagonistic to the first prin-
ciples of Masonry is thec action of thej
Grand Orient of France may be seen
by reference to the Ancient Charges,
where it is written: " 1Article I1. Con-
cerning Godl and IReligion. A Mason
is obliged, by his tenure, to obèy the
moral law, and if lie rightly under-
stand the art, lie will neyer be a stu-
pid Athdst nor an irreigious liber-
tine. He, of ail muen, should Lest
uuderstaud that God seeth not as
mian seeth ; for mnan looketh at the
outward appearance, but God looketh
to the heart. A Mason is therefore
particularly bound neyer to act against
the dictates of bis conscience. Let a
mnan's religion or mode of worship be
'wbat it xnay, lie is mot excluded firon
the order, provided Le bclicve ini the
glorious Architeet of beaven and
earth, ana practice -the sacred duties
of niorality", Belief in Goa, the
Great Architect of the Universe, 18,
thon, the foundation principle cf;
Masonry. And tbrongiout~ the wliole

ritual the sanie great truth is con-
stantly and proniinently presonted.
The lodge is not duly orenced meb-la
blessing from the Great Architeot of
the IJniversie 18 invoked on ail our
undertakings; nor closed uintil grati-
tude 18 reverently and hunibly ex-
pressed to Him. for favors received,
and a praypr for Ris preservation ana
protection offered up. The candidate
for initiation is required solemnly to
affirm. that lieI "believes in the exist-
ence of a Supreme l3eing." On his
outrance into the lodge Il the blessing
of Hleaven " is iuvok-ed upon
hixu, that lie ray be "the bet-
ter able to display the beauties of true
godliness " to the honor and glory of

is holy name. And the candidate
is con.mended for bis trust in God.
The furniture of the lodge, in its
dunxb way, declares the saine truth.
God's rievealed Word occupies a cen-
tral position, and above it is sus-
pended a sacr-d syxnbol, alluding to
God, the G. G. O. T. U.

And so we mighit go on producing
proofs almost ad i1iï)itih?ýz to show
that a belief in the Patberhood of
God, as weil as fixe Brotherhood of
Man, is an organic principle in Ma-
soLnry.

The recent action of thec G rancl
Orient of France bas very naturally
and very properly caused a sensation
anxongst Masons throughout the
world. Every truc and faitbful son.
of Hiram mnust deplore its resuits.
The Freemasons of Frane e have
thereby doue violence to Masonie
truth, Lave ignoredl the "lAncient
Charges," have eut theniselves off
from, intercommnunion, at ail events,.
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