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prevent branches from forming bushes
and regretful confusion that cause a
great harmn to the circulation of the air.
This is why we should flot leave more
than one or two plants a mound.

MAKING THE MOUND

I corne back to the making of the
- mound: when the leaves touch the glass
1 raise the box a littie; then when
branches reach the edge of the window
1 remove the hot-bed. Therefore, I com-
plete my mound. I dig the ground
around the hotbed, stir the land, and
with a rake again hl up the land a lit-
tie towards the melon plants. I again
put some mould on the top of the
mound and on the melon plant as far as
the seed leaves.

I make a circular mound with depres-
sion in the centre where the plant is in
such a manner so as to form a~ basin, in
order to contain the quantity of water
needed. Afterwards, 1 put a thickness of

one inch or one and one-half inches of a
black substance (like dung) ahl around the
mound, in a* manner so as to mask ail the
surface of the mound. This is done to
have all the heat possible penetrate the
depth of the mound. In fact, of ail] col-
ors, black absorbs most heat, and the
more a mound will absorb of solar heat
the more melon plants will develop; the
fruits then will be juicy and delicious.
Therefore, the whole plant absorbs an
excessive heat which is an advantage
over flat layers.

My mounds finîshed, I put four shin-
gles <about middle size) in each, leaving
them a little larger than the branches of
the melon, then I put on my hotbed with
the frame entirely closed. I open it only
to water or to warm the plants. I take
off the hotbeds in June only when the
heat of the temrperature is strong. When
the fruits are haîf grown, I gradually
take themi away from the leaves, or rath-

er, if the weather is cloud y, I place them
on a large shingle which I sharpen at one
end and which I put in the mound; at
the other extremity 1 put a support.

The height of my mounds is eighteen
or twenty inches, having a circumfer-
ence at the base of' ioo inches at least,
and at the top, a circumference of seven-
ty or seventy-five inches.

VARIETIES AND SEED SELEOTION
I have cultivated a great variety of

melons with seed coming fromn Los An-
geles, California, but the best ones that
I have fou nd are those of Montreal and
of Cantaloupe. Select those varieties that
are known to give the best results.

We should always select the seed. The
best seed is that which is taken from, the
middle part of the slioe of the melon.
This is the first one formed, and it reacli-
es alWays its full development. A melon
seed, well cultivated, requires four
months to cover the period of vegetation.
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to tops have grown a few inches above
the soil, the bed is given another top-
dressing of the soil from the two-feet
strips, which are by this time converted
into deep trenches.

Good crops are obtained in this way,
and a second crop is obtained from the
land at the same time by inserting cab-
bage plants two feet apart along the
edge of the trenches at about the level

potash and not muriate of potash should
be used, as the latter tends to, make the
potatoes waxy. If nitrogen has to be
supplied, nitrate of soda is preferable to
ammonia saîts. As a rule, however, this
is not needed, especially if potatoes are
planted on a turned under clover sod,
which gives nitrogen equal to about fif-
teen loads of barnyard mnanure per acre.
As potatoes like a strawy manure, this
choyer particularly suits them and it has
another beneficial effect in that its fer-
mentation produces a slight acid reac-
tion in the soil which bas a tendency to
check potato scab.
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