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ON 'I|HE MODERN 5YSTEM OF DRAINAGE,
AND 118 APPLICATION IN CANADA.

(For the Canudiun Agriculturist.)

As in every other productive art, so in Agri-
culture, its progress, fiom primuive simplieny,
to scientilic cuitivation, is the mevitable conse.

1 quence of enlarged demand onthe one hand, and
increased competition on the other.  The earlier
or later developemeut of the result may of course
be aflected by various circumstances—social,

litical, or geographical—Dbut it is sure to fol-
ow : in Hollawd and the Low Countries, for ¢x-
ample, these causes combined to 1ender them
a comparatively early period, the Lest cu tivated
districts of Europe 3 whilst Great Bitaun, so Jong
in a transition state, has at Jenuth entered in
earnest on the great work of Agneultural im-
provement.  France, Russia. and oiher parts of
the Continent are =till content to 1oil on in ali the
apathy of pastoral primitiveness<; although, in
the former countiy, there have of fate begn indi-
cations of a conscious necessity for Agrienltmal
progression, and it is moie than probable that
the recent imernal changes, conpled with the
effect of passing events, will stimulate a rapid
advance in its nnal economy.

Now a intioducing to cur subject, and as
affording matter for reflection, as well as exan-

" plesto be profitably followed and avoided, it
may not be altogether uninteresting to tace
briefly the progressive cowdition of Agricultuie
in the Mothier” Country, during the past hal
of the century.  Amd ify in so dowe, we shouhl

times ** was the cherished sentiment of the mac-
- ket tables, it will be assuredly with uo longtngs
-after the evils  happily passed, and of which,
«.ever to this hour, we, m common no doubt with
many, retain familiar 1ccollections; for it was
our lot to be born under a Vicanal Root, in a
midiand county, aud soin emly life o witness
and 1o feel those exemplary cortuvances, for the
elonzation of incomes, which the necessities ol
the times estabhished as fashionable, in order 1o
their being admissable.  The areat featuie of
advance which characterised the first quarter of
the century, was the weloswe of open commons,
and uncehtivated lands 3 than which  nothing
could more distinctively mark the desire to reay
the more_easily producible and abundant ¢jops
of a virgin soil, than attempt a gystematic iu-
«erease of the comparauvely costly and piecarons
yield of the old-zoing  lands.” From the yem
1800 to 1825, there weie no fewer than ISE
Acts of Parhament passed for Iuc osures, coni-
prising a total area of 3,400,000 acres, whicl
were either {ully orin part brought into increased
productiveness. And yet it may be questioned
ow far the general amount of availuble produce
was augmented by these means ; and whether,
.in fact, they did not actually promote the neglect
of the old inclosed lands, as well as conduce to a
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considerable extent of the inferior =oils bein
laid down most imperfectly and unprofitably wy
grass,

As an element which is supposed to materia";
aflect the advance of cu'tivation, fet us at ihy
s'aze tahe a glance at the statisties of 1he prics
of Agricuitural prodnce, during the period undg
teview, in ouder to form some definite idea of th
intlvence which from time to time they piant.
cally exercised.
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The first noticeable feature is the ruinons
pression of 1803, und azam in 1515, both e
stoned by the transition iom war v peace, 3
buth alihe producing serious colisequences, J
15 curous o obrerve how very neily thed
centage of depression was the sane i both »
~tances, T the tliree suceessive years of 18]

X _most part of lavorable Larests,
recall 10 mind those haleyon days when, with price of wheat was a< low in England asesw
wheat at 155, per bushel, the toast ol ¢ better' has been  since.

22 and 223, camparativery low prices prevaiel
soalzo in 1834, 35 and "36, theaesult ford

In 18351

If tue bhigher range of pre
was caudieive, as sume hane contended, 105
proved cultivation, its wauifestation was o
mdefimte and paitial a churacter, as hady
assume any  pereeptible furm.  Iso ated insk
ces corainly weie not wanting of tiaets
rendered  productine by improved  prauageme
which leretofore hasd been of Jittle or no vaie
the Counties of York, Lincoln and Nefolh
torded some memo.able examples— neverhe!
there was not, prior 10821 (When Jower pr
set in) such an aggrex® desiie for advaice
wotd et ably Lave feft bekind jt sunie m
indelible evidence, Lad the opinion be en com
teat hieh prices ensure impioved cultivativy
I some jusufication, however, of wiatal
~iuht seems paadosical, it must be borré
aind that in Greaxt Butain, there were, till
cently, other canses whicls interposed buriet
unprovemet, that no prices of produce, howt
strh, couid counterbalance 5 and, as the ¢l
these, may Le mentioned the law « f entail
-ettiement, wheieby life owners and Jilete
—some [rom prudential considerations, and otk
from necessity—were ever discouraged from
ing out money in improving prapeity which v
descend perhaps 10 an abeady wealthy hel
law, to the prejudice of all the junior mem
of the family.  In Scotland, where more




