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the variations of the magnetic needle, Cabot returned.
A few years later he was again in the service of
Spain, engaged under the young Emperor, Charles V., C
as Pilot-major, at a largely increased salary. This
post he retained during the greater part of Charles’
reign. It was while holding- it that he made to
Contarini those dishonest offers of information and ®
those misleading statements concerning his birth,

which have proved so prolific in controversy to his
biographers. ' ‘

In 1526, Cabot . commanded a Spanish expeditién
to Brazil, which although he penetrated some distance
into the interior, ended disastrously, and resulted in
his being imprisoned for a year on the charge of
“ mismanagement and excegses.”

The first count of the indictment may have been
true. Very probably the great cartographer was not
skilled in the management of men. As Oviedo, the
Spanish historian, 's‘apiently remarked, “it is not the
same thing to command and govern ‘people as to
point a quadrant or an astrolabe ” ; but the “excesses” . .
charged against him were far more likely to have : g
been committed by the Pbrtugese, who had sent out
a rival expedition, and to whose maliciogs intrigues .
and jealous interference the disasters of the, Spaniards - -
were mainly due. Untruthful and goiretous of honours ‘
and gold, Sebastian has been proved ; but that he
was also kindly,e gentle, and humane, there is no

&

-




