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For a long time
rians that the.n
introduction of ChE
ot least sun-worship
of which so many are
try, were thought %o
i this worship, and™
osed to have been
these ideas have beens
search, and it is now adimite
lechs were burial places, and
associated with the churchies, bei
10 be used by the priests to call &
prayer, and were also a refuge
ilities. 'There dre no traces of i
jand. Indeed the more the 3
wligion is studied the more clearly i
jave been monotheistic. There does
appear to have been in Ireland an
jemi-gods, but the people seem to have ac
el from the Druids the idea of one supreme
(eity, who was surrounded with mystery, T
Irish were always lovers of the mySterious, No

folk-lore is richer than theirs in tales of fairies,

gants and all sorts of supernatural creatures.
Thev were highly emotional, but exceedingt
>i:11;'>1e in their ideas. Therefo;g the gron
was exceedingly favorable for! the

tion of Christianity, and the result is that in no
ountry was the new religion accorded a mere

cordial welcome or was ‘it crowned with so
early and complete a triumph. "ItS mysteries
presented to the people as mysteries, tun-

ced with Greek philosophy or Roman poli-

As was said in the previous article, St.
Patrick was not the first to preach Christianity
o the Irish, for it had already obtained a foot-
ing on its shores when he came; but his mis-
sion was so-'remarkable and played so import-

a part in the history of the people that it

may be said to thark an epoch. Traditiod has
wrounded thi§ remarkable man with much
that seems incredible, but if we choose to dis-
miss all the marvelous and weird things as-
sociated with his ndme, the fact remains thit
he found Ireland .pagan, except in a few

laces on'the southeast coast, and left it Chris-

tian from_one end to the otheér.  The date of
st. Patrick’s birth is not known with certainty,
but the authorities place’it somewhere between
377 and 387. Hisibirthplace is not known with
certainty, some saying it was in Scotland,
others in France. He appears to have been of
Roman extraction. = He himself said that his
father's iame was €3lgirrnits; which iis a Ro-
man name. ‘His own name was Succat, Patri-
cius being his. Roman name; and it sighifies
that he was of noble deéscent. He was educated

in France and was sent to Ireland by the Pope -

in 434. The date of his death is uncertain, the
vears assigned ranging all the way from 460
to 493. If the latter is correet, he must have
lived at least 116 years. Some of the tradi-
tions that have come down from his time may
be of interest. It is said that when he landed
he engaged in contests of skill similar to those
that took place between Moses and the Egyp-
tian priest. Patrick was invariably success-
ful, and in one of the contests five of the Druid
priests died. Recraid, a chieftain, came be-
iore him with words of incantation wtitten on
his garments, but fell dead before Patrick’s
lance. Laeghaire, the supreme king of Ire-

d, perished with many attendants, because

would not accept the faith. His daughters
met the saint, and on hearing him speak, de-
cided to become Christians. They asked to be
llowed to see Christ; Patrick administered
he Eucharist and they died. Rins, a chieftain,
und it hard to accept Christianity, and to
convince him, Patrick restored his lost youth,

then offered him the joys of life or the

s of Heaven. He choose the latter, and at
¢ died. So many are the traditions of this
ture that Father Thebeau in his history, feel-
g unable to deny them, seeks to explain them
saying that the Irish were “a primitive peo-
" with “a strong supernatural spirit and
racter,”
tis not necessary to trouble ourselves with
1 altempt to-explain these and the hundreds
ther remarkable things told of St. Patrick’s
mission:  'We have the incontrovertible fact
that his success was instant and overwhelming.
or a third of a century and more he tra-
‘ersed the island, visiting every part of it at
st once, and making at least, three tours
1 end to end. The people thronged to hear
and be baptized. Everywhere he went he
ted churches, and in many places  mon-
“teries and nunneries. Young men by the

ndreds bégged to devote their lives to

Praver, and hundreds of maidens sought to
made “brides of Christ.” The converts
cre from. all classes in society. When he
d'peared in what is now the County Mayo,
e seven sons of the king and twelve thou~
nd of their clansmen were baptized, and all
' beople accepted Christianity. The King
Cashel and all his nobility accepted the faith

st the time of Patrick’s first visit, and the

Whole Dalcassian tribe were baptized at one
e, The later history of Ireland shews that
'S acceptation of the -Christian-seligion did
"0t materially affect the charaeter ¢
ple as ; whole. There is, indeed, rea
'eve that with the supplanting of the
by priests of the new _faigf}f:"the'ganm k)
ton of the people perished
The history of Ireland df
turies after’ the mniissio
ribal wars, and her coast
tacks from the Dane
ardy adventurers fr

‘than a religion.

ga 28 God. T

from Vishnu, the firs ‘ : Hindu'
Trimurti, or Trinity, who répresents the powér
of preservation.  While tradition and the
teaching of ignorant priests have surrounded

~his name with much that is® grotesque and

absurd,  there is no doubt that Vishnu was
originally a philosophical conception. Gauran-
ga seems to be only another name for Vishnu.
Vaishnavism is very differently anderstood by

' those who. profess it, and there are at. least :

twenty separate sects; many of which. hold.
such distorted views that any one Becoming
familiar with them ‘and supposing them to be
truly representative of the fundamental doc-
trine of the faith, might well smile at the idea

of persuading enlightened. people  to--adopt -

them.: But at the foundation this teligion is a
belief in .one- Supreme God, fo whom man
can be ‘united -in’ bonds of love.’-One of ‘the
more recent offshoots of Vaishnavism was
what ‘was known as the Bramo Somaj, of
which a igreat:deak was heard some fifty years
ago, after the visit 'of its great apostle, Chun-

der Sen, to Eurepe. . This sect was founded as

¢ only sources of the knowl-

of God, and that religion admits of pro+

we  development.  Hiresognizes perfect
uality’ between individ@als, opposes any-
thing resembling idolatry, considers worship
to he necessary, and while acknowledging no
sacted books, admits that there is good in all

religions. ¥t may be mentioned that the idea

of progress in religion is oneiof the essential
features ‘of Vaishnavism. There are said to
have been mnine avatdrs of ‘Vishnu, that is, the
Supreme Deity has béen incarnate nine times.
He is to be incarnate ‘again, and then the
end of time will be at hand, There is a great
deal of what seems to-be confuston in the ex-
planation given of the relations of Vishnu to
Brahman and 'to Indra. To reduce Vaishna-

-vistic mythology: to .anything  resembling ra-

tional order is quite impossible, and no good
purpose would be served by it, if it could be
done, for there is no doubt that it represents
the groping of the minds of a mystic people
after truths the nature of which they them-
selves did not understand. All that we are
interested in is the new movement ahove re-
ferred to, which closely resembles the Brahmo
Somaj, at least as far as can be judged from
the general terms in which it has so far been
described in the European press.

Perhaps it would be correct to say that,
stripped of all its extravagances and grotesque
features, Vaishnavism is rather a philosophy
As taught by its most pro-
gressive teachers, it imparts an idea of God far
more in consonance with that portrayed by
Jesus than is the Jehovah of the Old Testa-

..ment. But while it is chiefly a philosophy, it

is also a religion in the sense that it insists
upon worship and makes purity of life .essen-
tial to worship. There does not appear to he
anything in it inconsistent with Christianity,
and there seems to. be no reason at all why the
Vaishnavic conception™ of .the Deity might
not be accepted by persons who accept Chris-
tianity as taught by Christ Himseélf. Christians
accepted the Jewish idea of the Deity for
reasons that are obvious, but there is hothing
in the teachings of Christ which compel us to’
believe that God is as He is at times repre-
sented to be in the Old Testament Scriptures.
By philosophy we reach the conclusion that
there must be a God, but that belief does not
of itself constitute a religion. It may well be
the foundation of religion. If we are honest
in our reasoning, we will not only realize that
there is a God, but the cry of our souls will be,
“O that 1 knew where to find Him.” Chris-

_itianity answers this qugstion, but so far as
_ seems evident from any published . statement .

ept its teachings may wo
wh;o‘.;;acc.ept Christidn
nce in their own-sou

iffstianity, but the latter is its o
‘seems we then might sy that wh

of its doctrines, Vaishnavism does not. Those

e | n be called a peni

The same is true of Africa, and also of

tralia, ‘except that the latter d

the tapering form. Take among penirisul:
ndia, Kore‘!lﬁ 18¢

“tha ‘ »“w:“thé’at’inspéction?;i» :
map. These interesting facts scem 4o be more
than mere coincidences and afford® ground for
the theory that they are due to a common-
cause. What that cause may be we shall en-
deavor to suggest.. . :

¥

Before doing so. it may be well to spédify’

a few more details.’ It has already been men-

tioned in this series of articles that. the three
more northerly continents are marked by
low-lying areas extepding to their ‘northern

boundaries. In the ¢ase of North. America, .
the low-lying area form the great plain of «

Central Canada, which falls away: from *its
-extreme elevation. in southwesterry i
a fan-shaped form testhe shores of

Bay and the Aretic‘Qcean. In Asia the ‘cors

responding area résision the.south’ upon the

Altai Range and falls off towardg the north: "

the contifient. f#om north to south.s” In Can-
ada and Sibérfa there are-to be fo

In Asia, the: lowilying region exz"ds:across

and Asia we have the Caspian Sga

“refefénce made to thie” structural geology of -
*Asia ‘mention “was - mEde'of | the Yepinion of'
“-geologists that the Odspisn Sea at :

of: Azoff are the remnants of whationce was
.an ocean., . The existence ofthesq lakes and

seas and .of the: numerous great ;Bodies’ of

salt found in various pldces over thé*low-lying
areas ifi the three continents seems fo be con-
¢clusive proof that the ‘ocean once' occupied
what is‘now dry landy - | eRS e

The observations. of ‘Licutenast, Shackle-

ton have established the theory, long held by

geographers, that a  South-Polar continent

exists in a place corresponding ‘to ithat part
of the Northern Hemisphere which is now
kaown to be occupied by water., On some of
the maps of the world it is‘now the practice
to place hemispherical represéntations of the
earth, showing a land hemisphere and 4 water
hemisphere. If a terrestrial globe be taken and
standing above it, you look down upon what
represents the North Pole, you will observe
a ‘water area nearly Strrounded by land; if

you reverse the globe so that the South Pole-

is. uppérmost, you ‘will see :a land area sur-
rounded by water.. The south is the water
hemisphere.  There is .vastly more water
south of the Equator than there is north of it.
If the water were evenly distributed between

the two hemispheres, ‘the whole appearance,
of the earth’s surface would be changed. A
very large part of Central Canada would be-

come an ocean and there would be . fringe of
possible ‘seéaports--along ‘the’ eastern - and
northern coast of a part of the region we now
can call Alberta. ThHe Tundras of Siberia.
would ‘become an gcean bed; the Altai sum-
mits would look-out ever an ocean and ships
could sail from the- White Sea to the Black

Sea across the stéppes of Russia. The char-

acteristic features of the northern Hémisphere
would  disapppiar.. The forthern prolongation
of the Rorky. Mountains would become an
archipelago and the summits of the Scandin-
avian Mountains aiid of .the Ural Range
would form miore or less broken islands re-
sembling” in shape -the Dominion  of New

Zealand,~ What ‘would take place in the south- .

ern Hemisphete .we can only surmise, for we
do not know enough of the Jand, which -is
there covered by the ocean, to be able to sug-
gest with any definiteness what the coast line
would be likedf a very considerable part of
the water were drained off towards the north.
It is safe to-assume.showever, that the south-
ern continents ‘~ould lose their charaeteristic
features; that the continents ' themselves
would have large new z:eas added to them;
that new islands would appear on.: new pen-
je.4 into the sea.  Some of
vould- project from the An-
and they would of mecessity
e north. The shifting of
lso have the effect of great-
area of those peninsulas,
nd towards the south in the
Bexe. sy o S

fid numer=- <"
.ous salt lakes, and on ,%e borders 'gf'EIurctyge S
n the

able that, while the : relatively
~ minor oscillations have been going on, there
may have been a greater oscillation between

€ north and the south, a sort of tetering, as it -

vere, the north fo
the south up, a

cess is reversed. :
t When' this oscillation began there is no
~gneans of ascertaining., There are reasons
-for 'thinking that it was not at a very remote

y having been down
that at present the pro-

“period. Possibly mach of it has taken place.

‘within the past tén thouwsand years. In prev-
10us articles on this page mention has been
. made of the evidence of a great event of a
geological nature that happened possibly not
more than a hundred centuries ago, or at the

"time ‘the ite of the Glacial Age began to dis-

~ ‘appear from the northern part of this centi-
nent, and when the canyons so characteristic
of our northern rivers ‘were formed.
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. Helenof Troy
Los o (Continued) .~ - -

-modern-writer finds—a snbjéee more
«taste in Hector, Merlelatis, Tllyseés, or even

Patrochus, distinguishéd principally for his de-

-+ votion to his friend. But Achilles possessed all

Greek most admired, qualities which made him
i more godlike than human.’ We look at things
from a different standpoint now.” To love, with
us, is greater than to .admire.” The Greeks
purported ' to ‘‘learn their = cunning, their
strength, their skill,” their dauntléssness front
the ‘gods,” who "loved as "they ‘hated, with a
power that knew no scruplé, We have estab-
lished a purer and a gentler code of virtue
since Jesus was born in Bethlehem two thou-
sand years ago. - - Yol e
And so, because the Greek poets loved the
warlike hero, they felt that he possessed no fit-
ting mate except that queen'of women whom
a whole world adored, and if they could not
bring Achilles and Helen: together in reality,
they must provide a meeting between the two
through  the. instrumentality - of - Thetis
and Aphrodite, who permitted that Achilles
~ should see Helen in a vision.on the summit of
_Mount Ida. Then he told her that it was his
hatred of Paris that had brought him against
Trey. “The valiant holding the hearth as sa-
cred as the temple, is never a violator of hos-
pitality. "He carries not away the gold he finds
in the house; he folds not up the purple linen
worked . for, Solemnities, about to convey it
_from the cedar chest to the dark ships, to-
- gether with the wife confided to his protec-
tion in her husband’s absence, and sitting close
and expectant by the altar of the gods.” And
Helen, abashed, threw. the blame of her par-
ticipation. in the abduction of Aphrodite, “who
urged me by day and night”" :
It was a very human’ Helen indeed who
wept with Andromache over Hector’s corpse.

“Hecetar,” she cried, “of brethren dearest

to my heart,
For I in sooth am Alexander’s bride,
Who brought me hither: would I first had
died! :
For 'tis the twentieth year of doom deferred
Since Troyward from my fatherland I hied;
Yet never in those years mine ear hath heard
From thy most gracious lips one sharp accus-
_ing word; e R
- Nay,'it by other I haply were reviled,
Brother, or sister fair, or! brother’s bride,
Or mother (for the king was always mild),
Thou with kind 'words the same hast pacified
With gentle words, and mien like summer tide.
Wherefore 1 mourn for thee and mine own ill,
- Grieving at heart; for in Troy town so wide
Friend haveé I none, nor harberer of good will,
‘But from my touch all shrink with deadly
shuddering chill.” e

The death of Hector spelt the beginning of
the end to the Trojans, though their hopes for
3 little while revived when Pentlesileia, queen

1 12 f her courageous
came to their assistance.

uction were the lot of all, how-

h . itagonist, and

een. was. Suc-

How the oldtime poets: 1oved Achilles! A
miore to his-

‘of those herdic qualities which the ancient’

movement.” ¥

F to.

g : though
mother, E e gift of im-

mortality, . , ciley Rasaingl i
But Achilles’ end was drawing near, and it
was fated that after all his death should be

comparatively ignominious, for he was slain =
by him whom he had so bitterly despised, that
Paris, who, the cause of all the bitter feud,

- «cared best to fight behind the protection of the

wall. . Achilles had routed the Trojans and was
chasing ‘them back to the town, when nedr
the Skaean gate he was struck in the heel by
an arrow from the quiver of Paris.” = =+
The Trojans made every aftempt to pro-
cure the body of the great Greek chief, but

Ajax and Ulysses snatched it from under their =

very eyes . "“Bitter was the grief of Thetis for
the loss of her son. She came into camp with
the Muses and the Nereids to mourn over
him; and when a magnificent funeral-pile had
been prepared by the Greek to burn him with
every mark of honor, she stole’away the body
-and conveyed'it to a renewed and immortal life

~ in the Island of Leuke, in the Euxine Sea: - ‘Ac-
| cording to some accounts; he was there blessed

with the nuptials and company. of Helen,
It was during the splendid funeral games

~ which Thetis celebrated in honor of hef: son
_that Ajax came 10 an end. : The panoply of

Achilles, forged: and  wrought: by Hephaestos,
had been offered as a prize to the most illus-
triotis warrior-in the Grecian army: - Ulysses
and Ajax became rivals for the hoenmor: of its
possession, but the deities favored-Ulysses, and
some Trofan ptisoners béing asked which one
had worked greatest havoc in ‘théir country,
.named Ulysses also: And sd the brave Ajax,
feeling himself wronged and humiliated, went
out of his mind with ‘grief and anger, and in
a paroxysm of madness slew some sheep, mis-'
taking them for the men who had wronged
him, then fell upon his own sword.
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TO A JILT

1f handsome is as handsome does, .
As handsome hath been said to be,
Why, you're the handsomest ever was,
For you have “done me” handsomely! °

—London Opinion.

FLASKS
Sing a song of sixpénce,
Pocket full of rye—
That’s the way to carry it
When the town is dry.

—Philadelphia Telegraph.

' WELL?

“You must not rock the baby at all,” says
the grave physician. : :

“But I think an old-fashioned cradle is so
cunning, and besides the gentle motion gets the
baby to sleep without crying for an hour,” says
the young mother, j .

“Yes, but. that rocking motion is very in-
jurious upon the child’s brain. ‘The constant
swaying really damages its mind.” =~

“Doctor?”

“Yes, madam? -,

“When you were a little baby fhey stjll
used cradles, didn’t they?” it o

“Certainly. - That was before science had
determined so many of the——" !

“Wel-l-1-11”

O

YOUNG AMERICA

The following answers are taken from. a
number collected by a teacher in the Topeka
schools: S e

“A blizzard is the inside of a hen.” -

“Oxygen is a thing with eight sides.”

“The cuckoo never lays its own eggs.”—
Indianapolis News. e

pey

Stranger—But, hang it, man, if you do't
know: whether -there’ll be another train today,
who in thunder does? : 5 :

“Ye might try ole Hank Henders, over
yol;xdef. 'Tﬁey do say ‘he’s a gind o’ fortune
teller. . : s R s

O

ave j—oine;l: the qufScdut

“Son, I hear jiou

AR T e e

“Well, s'pose you scout -ahiead and see
your mother is sitting up for me.”—Pit
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