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of Vancouver Island as * field for metal- dence of investors and unsettles the mind THE COMING SESSION. Todd in “Parliamentairy Government in
iiferotis mining, but the thing seems to of wage-earners. The present is a rery( —■ the Colonies,” page 760, says:
have been done, and the 'outlook for the critical time in -tWfeietory of our prev- Cess than a; month will elapse before “Frequent, unnecessary or abrupt dla- 
fueure is very bright indeed. ince, so far as these who now reside here die legislature will be in session and the solutions of parliament inevitably tend to

are concerned, and while we do not pb- two parties will confront eadi other on 
ject *Hth the Irish legislator to do any- the floor of this house. We see noAeaaon 
thing for posterity, “because posterity to alter the view hitherto expressed in 
has done nothing for us,” we claim that these columns as to the early defeat of 
the best statesmanship is that which the government. There has been no 
takes account of thé present and does break in «he opposition ranks, as they 
not build wholly for the future. stqod last session, and they will certainly

be strengthened by several additions, 
we think enough to carry a vote of want 
of confidence with a good majority. If 
such a motion is once carried, we antici
pate that the party which will then con
trol the house will receive an increased 
support immediately, so as to render a 
dissolution unnecessary.

A great deal has been said, and doubt
less more will be, as to the right of a de
feated minister to a dissolution. No 
such right exists. Some people lay stress 
upon the fact that Mr. Semlin has never 
USSB granted an appeal to the people, as 
though there was vested in the premier 
for the time being a personal right to 
have the people pronounce upon his 
policy. Such is not the case. The wel
fare of the people is the supreme law in 
this as in every other question arising 
under the British constitution. The mere 
fact that a premier has lost the con
fidence of his supporters gives him no 
dabn to be allowed to appeal to the peo
ple for a reversal of the verdict of their 
representatives.

The only instance in Canada since con
federation of a ministerial overthrow in 
parliament, was the defeat of the Lib
eral-Conservative ministry in 1873. The 
first session of the second parliament of 
Canada was opened on March 5, 1873, 
and was prorogued on August 13. A 
second session was called on October 23 
of the same year. Almost immediately 
the Canadian Pacific charges were 
brought up and Sir John Macdonald 
found himself defeated. We do not think 
that he claimed the right to a dissolution, 
but if he made the claim it was not rec
ognized, and on November 5 he resigned 
office, Alexander Mackenzie being call
ed to the premiership two days later.
The house was at once prorogued and on 
January 2, 1874, was dissolved on Mr.
Mackenzie’s advice, The Hanington 
ministry in New Brunswick was defeated 
on a vote of want of confidence in 1894.
Mr. Hanington asked for a dissolution 
but it was refused. In this province the 
McCreight ministry was defeated on De
cember 23, 1872; the De Cosmos-Walkem 
ministry was at once formed and there 
was no dissolution of the house until 
1875. The latter ministry went out dur
ing the session of 1876, but there was no 
dissolution until 1878. The Elliott minis
try which followed fell by the wayside in 
1878, ithgl house not being then dn ses
sion. The Walkem ministry which was 
then formed, changed on the appoint
ment of its leader to the bench to the 
BeaVen ministry, which resigned on 
January 20, 1883, just five days before 
the legislature met. The Smithe minis
try came in, followed by the A. E. B.
Davie ministry and the Itohson ministry, 
which were followed by the Theodore 
Davie ministry and this by the Turner 
ministry, 90 that we look in vain in the 
history of British Columbia for an in
stance of a defeated premier being grant
ed a dissolution. In Quebec the Joly 
ministry vyas defeated on a vote of want 
of confidence, and asked for a dissolu
tion but was refused. The Taiilon min
istry was, defeated on the election of 
speaker and there was no dissolution. We 
search in vain in the history of parlia
mentary government either in1 the Do
minion or of any of the provinces since 
confederation for a case where a de
feated ministry was granted a dissolu
tion.

In the old Province of Canada the 
Macdonald government was defeated on 
a vote and the Brown ministry was 
at once formed. Five days after the 
latter was defeated, whereupon Mr.
Brown asked the Governor-General for 
a dissolution, but was refused, Sir Ed
mund Head saying that the question for 
him to decide was,not “What is advant
ageous to a particular party ?” but “What 
upon the whole is most advantageous and 
fair to the people of the" province?"

In Nova Scotia the governor refused 
his ministry a dissolution after a defeat 
on a vote of want of confidence, and said 
that “having been defeated in the house 
their advice ceased to carry the weight 
that would otherwise attach to it.” His 
course was sustained by the colonial sec
retary.

In 1873 the Stafford ministry in New 
Zealand was defeated on a vote of want 
of confidence, asked for a dissolution and 
was refused. In 1877 the Grey ministry 
had the same experience, and protested 
to the secretary of state for the colonies 
against the refusal, but the Governor’s 
decision was upheld.

A Tasmania ministry had a similar ex
perience. Iu 1872 the Victoria ministry 
was defeated, and asked for a dissolu
tion alleging among other 1 reasons that 
they had had no opportunity of apealing 
to the people, ithe elections having been 
held under the auspices of their oppon
ents, but the dissolution was refused.

We have only been able to find in the 
books two cases where a defeated min
istry was given a dissolution in any of 
the colonies. One was in South Austra
lia, where it was evident that the legis
lature was determined to be obstructive, 
and the other m Tasmania, where a gov
ernment was called into office on the re
signation of their predecessors, and 
promptly defeated. A dissolution was 
the only course open, for no one would 
form a government without one.

The principles underlying these 
are;

1st. The prerogative of dissolution is 
for the protection of the crown not for 
that of the ministry.

2nd. Parliament is the only recognized 
organ of public opinion. ,

J We close by quoting two authorities.
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(From Wednesday's Daily Edition.) 00s bl(nd fish); find Shakespeare * G«ller»_ 

each are visited and graph, cally deaprihk* The gallery takes Its Same from a 
picture on the wall, which with a ve» 
sfight exercise of Imagination mar be IL 
Cognized as Shakespeare’s portrait i„ - 
Similar chamber, Rev. Mr. Speer had the 
good luck to discover a somewhat slm-la, 
picture of Tennyson, seated at his desk » 
readily recognized three-quarter view, from 
which this apartment Is of course named 
Echo river Justifies Its name, for It la as" 
serted that at no other place on the face of 
the earth (or under It) Is an echo so mul- 
tlplled and modified. The last notes of 1 
song return faintly but with distinctness 
after one has counted a hundred slowly and 
with precision; while the report of « 
yolver Is multiplied until it becomes* the 
thunder of many cannon.

Returning, the exploring tourist traverses 
Cleveland’s Cabinet, White's Cave 
Hall, Revellers’ Hall, the Egyptian 
pie, and Bandit Hall, emerging ultimate!* 
by means of the Corkscrew at what ia 
ChS^h thC “Te8try door" of to» Methodist

,, 1'l*e 'étirer leaves his party In the 
light beauty of Green river, into , 
Echo river ultimately discharges its 
cold waters.
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dull the edge of a great instrument, 
given to the crown far its protection, and 
whenever they hove occurred they have 
been fraught with danger to the common
wealth!" And after saying dt is the duty 
of the crown to exercise its judgment 
upon advice tendered in favor of a dis
solution, he adds: ‘Though by refusing 
to act upon their advice he incurs a 
great responsibility, there is perhaps no 
case dn which the responsibility may t>e 
more safely and usefully incurred than 
when ministers have asked to be allowed 
to appeal to the people from a decision 
pronounced against them m the House of 
Commons.”

Greatest Cave.---- »Q ■;
OF TE(E PROVINCE.

The discussion which' has been going 
On in these columns during the past 
week" has done a great deal of gÿod, al
though pdesibly in the direction that 
either of the parties to it anticipated, 
but we are sure the others will, like our
selves, be none the less gratified. We 
take it that, ditter as we may upon the 
manner in which the result is to be ob
tained, we all seek to advance the inter
ests of our imperial province. The dis
cussion has naturally excited much at
tention from the press, and the result is 
that there has been called ont what is al
most a unanimous expression of opinion 
that if the people of British Columbia, 
irrespective of their affiliations in the 
federal arei^a, unite to promote the inter
ests of the province they- will find suffi
cient to occupy their minds, so far as 
local politics go.

THE NEEDSTHE WAR.
; r- rt

The battle of Modder River was fierce 
and bloody. The enemy had the advant
age of cover and position, bur were un
able to resist our attack and retired 
when darkness put an end to a fight of 
fourteen hoars’ duration, 
then proceeded to occupy the enemy's 
position and to repair the bridge over the 
river so as to continue the advance on 
Kimberley.

As yet we are without advices as to 
what became of Cronje’s command. It 
was said that be would make a stand at 
Spytfontein but the position which he 
could occupy there would not be nearly 
as strong as that held by him at the 
river and he would be open to attacks 
from Kimberley simultaneously with the 
assault from Methuen's column. For 
this reason we have hesitated to believe 
ia the report that a battle is likely ..to 
occur at Spytfontein. 1

Rev. J. C- Speer Lectures En
tertainingly on Kentucky’s 

Greatest Attraction.-O-
Our troops

WHAT MIGHT HAVE BEEN.
The Descriptive Talk Well Il

lustrated 1>y Means of the 
Stereopticon.

a re-
Let us suppose for a moment that Mr. 

Turner had remained in power in this 
province. If he had, there are some 
things which would not have happened. 
The development of Atiin would not 
have been retarded by unwise legislation, 
and the mining industry of the Slocan 
would not have received a black eye in 
the shape of the eight-hour law. We 
have no authority to speak for Mr. Tur
ner in respect to this piece of legisla
tion, hut we know what course the Col
onist would have advised ee his cordial 
«apporter. If the miners of the prov
ince asked for eight-hour legislation, the 
Colonist would have advised that a con
ference of miners and mine-owners 
should be held and that an understand
ing should be reached between them as 
to what would be best for all concerned 
before any law was placed on the statute 
book. No one can deny that the mis
chievous legislation in regard to al'ens, 
the granting of hydraulic lessee 
hours of labor in the metalliferous mines 
had the effect of checking the flow of 
capital then directed to this province. 
The world was beginning to look very 
favorably upon' this province as a field 
for investment. Confidence, which, as 
we all know, is a plant of slow growth, 
was beginning to make its influence felt, 
and this outlook was very favorable in
deed. Then came the mischievous and 
demagogic legislation of last session, and 
incalculable harm resujted.

If Mr. Turner had "remained in power 
there is no manner of doubt that rail
way construction from the Coast to the 
Interior at three points would now be 
in progress. An all-Canadian line to the 
Yukon and an independent route to 
Kootenay were assured by the action of 
the legislature taken at the instance of 
Mr. Turner. Both these projects have 
been stopped for an indefinite period and 
in connection with one of them the hate
ful brand of repudiation has been im
printed upon the fair Record of this prov
ince. These matters are known to the 
public, hut it is not generally known that 
the change of ministry and the repealing 
legislation of last session prevented the 
inauguration of the British Pacific pro
ject. Such is literally the case, as we 
know from private sources, which cariTiot 
be made public without a breach of con
fidence. Wo may, however, say that 
within a month the representative of 
capitalists able' and willing to construct 
that line, have writ tel to Victoria asking 
if there was an chance of having that 
project restored to the position it occu
pied a year ago.

The harm that was done to British Co
lumbia when Mr. Turner was removed 
from office and the present combination 
was installed is not easily realized. Mr. 
Turner took a broad, comprehensive and 
statesmanlike view of the province and 
its requirements. His successors do not. 
Mr. Turner was not afraid to commit 
the province to a policy of development 
commensurate with its resources. His 
successors are. Mr. Turner was not a 
demagogue. The ruling spirit’among his 
successors is.

It was an unfortunate day for British 
Columbia when Mr. Turner went out of 
office, and it would be a fortunate day 
for the province if he could be restored 
to the premiership, for individually he 
represents that spirit of optimism and ag
gressiveness, which is necessary for the 
proper development of all new coun
tries.

Wild
Tern

it was quite consistent and appropriate 
that last evening’s lecture at A.O.U.W. 
ball by Rev. J. C. Speer should have 
been delivered in the semi-darkness ne
cessitated by its stereopticon illustration 
—for the subject was the ‘‘Mammoth 
Cave of Kentucky,” and so graphically 
did the lecturer picture its many wonders 
that his audience enjoyed practically all 
the pleasures of a visit to that most re
markable cavern without any of the at
tendant discomfort or expense. The at
tendance was good, and the entertain
ment—perhaps needless to say—was 
heartily enjoyed.

The Sunday school orchestra, under the 
direction of Mr. Aaron Parfit, pre
faced the lecture with a number of ap
preciated selections, finally bringing the 
lecturer to the starting place of his sub
terranean ramble with “My Old Ken
tucky Home”—tt being in Edmonson 
county, Kentucky, that the world's most 
wonderful cave is located. First of all, 
the original cabin at the mouth of the 
cave was shown—it is now part of the 
great rustic tourist hotel with first grade 
accommodation for more than live hun
dred guests—then a journey of fifty miles 
through the majestic underground ave
nues was taken in fancy, each place of 
especial importance being pictured on the 
canvas, the sixty or more fine views be
ing from the original paintings by the 
Indiana artist, Mr. Ben Davis.

Iu his introduction, Rev. Mr. Speer 
described in plain, understandable fash
ion the geological structure of the mam
moth cave district, showing 'how the cave 
must really have been chiselled out by 
water action—the upper stratum being
a hard sandstone, and beneath, lime- Men hate to admit that there la anvthi,,. 
Stone. Evidently this part of the conn- wrong with their health They '^ 
try in early geological times had been tough,” are weak, nervous,' tired 
thrown into a« more elevated position, able to sleep, but they hope 
and in the upheaval (whether sudden or better and will not give In. 
gradual) certain cleavages had been Some ailments pass away of themself*,, 
formed in the sandstoRp. These are yet Not so with nervous disorders. Whether 
marked by great funnel through the the cause is found In overwork, worry the 
country, some of which mJX even be follies of youth or over-indulgence ’ the 

from the railway. Thest, mighty wasting process continues, nnt.l 
funnels conveyed water into the cave, coine nervous prostration,

‘as some do still, while others have be*’11 a,axia* paralysis and death, 
plugged with debris and their discharge Weeks or months of suffering, loss of 
has consequently ceased. Apparently time from business and huge doctors bills 
the cave was originally carved out by then teach again the lesson that prevention 
these waters, together with rivers flow- Is better than jure. They teach how mu oh 
ing through from the north and west, better It is to keep the system In health 
The full extent of the cave is not yet and vigor, to restore and revitalize the 
known, although the guides and others nervous system by using Dr. Chase’s Nerve 
have surveyed its wonderful avenues for Food, 
more than 150 miles. ( .

Passing through the original forest, 
from the hotel, down a gently sloping 
hill,, the lecturer commenced his tour 
of exploration at the mouth of the cave, 
sixty feet in height to the overhanging 
ledge, out of which the crystal stream of 
water known as the Bridal Veil bursts 
into feathery spray, and then disappears 
in the rubble at the door of the cave.
Through the mighty iron door kept lock
ed and guarded to prevent the ingress of 
wild animals or vandals, the lecturer 
carried his audience with graceful des- 
criptive narrative through Hutchins’ •
Narrows, so named for a hunter who v 
followed a wounder bear to this part and v 
so became one of the pioneers of the * 
cave's explorers—probably the first white '4* 
man to feast his eyes upon its marvels. •

Going through the Narrows, the cave 
is found to widen until is reached the 
grave of an Indian woman and her baby 
found dead In the cave during the early J 
days of the century. Still widening, .j. 
the cave attains such lofty proportions • 
that its vaulted roof is lost to sight, •}• 
and can only be viewed by the use of the •
Bengal lights—this being the rotunda of £ 
the cave, and directly under the great 4. 
hotel.

Traversing Audubon avenue the travel- #
1er comes to a cave on the left that is 
known as Little Bat room, from the • 
myriads of bats populating its farther 
end. There is a pit in this cave that 
drops down probably a hundred feet to 
caves below. At another point on An- 
dubon avenue are passed the famous • 
mushroom beds, out of which a com- * 
pany once proposed to make a fortune. ?
The promoter of the affair absconded, * -----------------
however, before the experiment could 
he tried, and the company was the only • DEALER IN 
mushroom ever produced.

Following beautiful Audubon avenue until . 
it narrows and comes out on a sloping qiil e 
in the cave, by a sharp turn to the right + 
one comes upon what is known as the Lone- • 
ly Sentinel, a union of stalachtite and stal- f
agmlte formation reaching from Hoot to j, 9ySvS'
root, white ar alabaster and standing 0lit * ,*r
in bold relief against the awful darkness 4* Crown Brand Pressed Hep* for • 
of the place. Returning to the main cave, • Bakers’ and Grocers’ Use. 
one next visits what is christened the Meth- + Co-respondence Solicited,
odist Church, a splendid cathedral-shaped .j. *
chamber, with a ledge extending from one 
side, pulpit-like, from which long ago the 
pioneer ministers preached to the saltpetre 
miners. In close proximity Is another im
posing chamber, Booth’s theatre, which the 
greatiactor gave his name to, and In which 
some of his greatest passages were dedatm-

And that great 'parliamentarian, Sir 
Robert l’ccl, speaking in 1841, said:

“It to dangerous ito admit of any re
cognized organ of public opinion than the 
House of Commous. So long as parlia
ment may be reasonably supposed to rep 
resent the wishes of the people, it to not 
necessary to go beyond parliament to 
ascertain them.”
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decided improvement in their line of busi- 
”e8Si. /mong other properties chang
ing hands recently is a fine build ng site

not far from the Can- teen, which has been purchased by Mr 
J. Gerhardt Tiarks, the intention being," 
it is understood, to erect several hand- 

r . re6ldenti.al structures. A number 
of other admirable building lots In the 
western suburb have also been disposed 
of within the week, in each case at a 
satisfactory price.

TJie Colonist is sometimes asked why 
it keeps local matters so much to the 
front to the exclusion of the personal 
features of federal politics, which receive 
attention at the hands of so many of its 
Eastern contemporaries on both sides of 
politics. More than one reason can be 
given for this course, but the principal 
one is that the local questions come right 
home to ns as British Columbians. They 
touch our business interests. They bear 

the future of our investments and

-o-
DIRECT MISREPRESENTATION.At the time of writing there has prac

tically been no war news for twenty-four 
hours. A despatch, received yesterday 
morning said it was reported that Cronje 
had withdrawn on Bloemfontein, which 
was the view of the case advanced by 
this paper. In the absence of definite 
information, however, the most that any 
one can do it to think out what he would 
do-himself if he were situated as the 
Boers are.

The nesvs that’ Mafeking has been re
lieved “automatically,” as we suggested 
some time ago might be probable, seems 
to be generally credited. This will re
lease some good fighting material, which 
our generals can use elsewhere, although 
the force in that town is not large.

We are almost without anything to 
guide us to a conclusion as to the condi
tion of things in Natal. It is said that 
Joubert must have from 15,000 to 20,000 
men there. If this is all his force, we 
greatly outnumber him, and his position, 
while temporarily safe, must in the end 
prove extremely precarious. Gen. Buffer 
is evidently taking his time about at
tacking. Doubtless he desires when he 
strikes a blow that it will be decisive. 
It is quite possible that Joubert’s army 
may be annihilated when Buffer gets 
ready to take the offensive. We can only 
speculate as to where our forces are, 
hat shall not be' surprised to learn that 
they will be so disposed as to be able, 
with the help of the Ladysmith garrison, 
to cut off Joubert’s retreat by way of 
Laing’s Nek and compel him to get out 
•f Natal into the Free State with the 
remnant of his army, in which case Dul
ler could get between him and Pretoria 
and compel him to accept battle on the 
level plains of the Free State, with 
Methuen upon his left flank and Gatacre 
in his rear.

«
The Grand Forks Miner, speaking of 

the Coast papers generally, says they 
have “but now and then in an obscure 
corner a brief reference to the progress 
of affairs in the Boundary and the Koo
tenay s«” The Colonist will only under
take to speak for itself in denying this 
assertion. Taking thé month of Novem
ber for an example, the Colonist during 
that month printed 366 inches of matter 
directly relating to. the Boundary and 
the Kootenays, and if Cariboo and Lil- 
looet are included in the list, the amount 
of space devoted to the mining interests 
of the Interior will be found to be at 
least 450 inches during the month. No 
other subject except the war, and we 
may say no two other subjects, received 
the same amount of attention as did the 
Boundary and thé Kootenays' at the 
hands „of the Colonist olfring the month 
of November, and what is ifue of that 
month to true of almost any month that 
can be selected. Moreover, this neWB 
from the Interior has its regular place 
assigned to it in the paper, and'” every 
reader knows exactly where to look for 
it. We pay some attention to this mat
ter, because we know it is a practice of 
the people of the Interior to say that the 
Coast papers give their interests no at
tention. It may be admitted that tht 
Coast papers do not print very many 
editorials on Kootenay questions. Dur
ing November the Colonist had only 
three. But we reprint what the Koo
tenay papers say about their interests, 
which ought to be better than anything 
we can say, for those on the ground un
derstand such' matters very much better 
than those at a distance.

some
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Forwarded to Ottawa.—The several 
tenders for the carriage of the mail be
tween the city post office and the Vic
toria & Sidney railway depot have been 
forwarded to Ottawa, and the name of 
toe successful tenderer is expected to be 
announced from the federal capital in 
about ten days.

upon
the opportunities which the province will 
present to our families. They influence 
the solution of the great problem of how 
the majority of the population can se
cure a good day’s pay for a good day’s 
work. British Columbia is only on the 
threshold of its development. " It is 
necessary to have the province opened 
by railways. Our rivers need improve
ment. Our coasts need to be better 
lighted and charted. We need highways, 
trails and bridges in all directions, and 
legislation that will secure, if possible, 
the local treatment of our ore’s of all

w

YOU CAN’T BLUFF IT OFF.
BASTING DISEASES EXHAUST NERVe 

FORCE AND MUST END IN NER .1 
VOUS PROSTRATION, PAR. 

ALYSIS OR DEATH.kinds. The protection of invested capi
tal as well as the interests of those who 
work for wages call for our best consid
eration. Our agricultural capabilities need 
to be made known and their utilization 
ought to be stimulated. There'are ques
tions bearing upon taxation calling for 
attention. While matters of this kind 
are to he dealt with, we think a British 
Columbia paper is doing its duty better 
in discussing them than in endeavoring 
to create a false interest in the personal 
matters which make up federal politics 
so largely nowadays.

Some people say that the immigration 
of people from the Eastern provinces 
means the transportation to this province 
of Eastern issues; hut we do not believe 
it. On the contrary we think that the 
majority of Eastern people are the readi
est of all to break away from their old 
party ties, and in this new land form 
such alliances as will serve best to ad
vance the material interests of their 
adopted home. Every one who knows 
the inner working of politics in the East 
will bear us out in saying that the divis
ion of parties there is largely a matter of 
family tradition, personal friendship or 
association and in some cases local repu
tation. There are constituencies in the 
East that are Liberal chiefly because 
they have always been Liberal, and 
others that are Conservative for the 
same reason. The political leaders on 
either side know with almost certainty in 
advance how such constituencies will go, 
no matter what issue is placed before 
them. This is, of course, not peculiar to 
Canada, but is common in all communi
ties where representative institutions 
have been in existence for any length o*f 
time.

That public man must be of more than 
ordinary ambition who cannot find, in 
British Columbia and the fuff develop
ment 0tf its wonderful future, the ut
most scope for his energy, the widest 
field his talents can desire, the most 
honorable crown for a career. It seems 
to us that the great need of the province 
is that we shall all of us devote our ener
gies more closely to the work to be done 
in this inviting field. British Columbia 
with its vast area, its magnificent geo- 
graphcal position and ts wealth in forest, 
mine, soil and sea is an empire of itself. 
We frankly confess that, when we think 
of what is to be done in order that the 
British Columbians of to-day may profit 
most by these things and leave them in 
he best shape to benefit their children,the 
issues of the federal arena seem paftry 
and insignificant beside them, 
from feeling that the necessities of fed
eral parties should control our relations 
to our local affairs, we have almost 
reached a stage when we can say that 
the interests of British Columbia ought 
to dominate our minds to the exclusion of 
everything short of Imperial interests.

It would, of course, be unwise to go 
as far as this under any circumstances, 
for at any day questions may arise in 
the federal arena, which will compel the 
concentration of public attention upon 
themselves to the exclusion for the time 
being of all other matters. But just now 
British Columbians will be excused if 
they think more about British Columbia 
than anything else, except always the 
welfare of the Empire as a whole. We 
are approaching a session of the legisla
ture that may be one of the most im
portant in the history of the province, 

oouragement to the people of Victoria It will not be many months before peace 
than this, but we do not know what it i„ restored in South Africa, and with 
wornd be. Our city has already felt the this and the establishment of British in- 
benefit of what is being done, for the stitutions everywhere on a firm basis 
Colonist has already had occasion to there will come a rush of capital and im- 
speak more than once of the greatly in- migration in that direction bevond all 
creased demands upon the transportation precedent. British Columbia will have 
service. Next season the amount of all she can do under the most favorable 
work done will doubtless exceed that of circumstances to secure that attention 
ibn, year, and it is altogether probable from the moneyed world that her vast 
that several of the properties will be- 1 resources entitle her to. Therefore the 
come shipping mines. Some little time necessity for dropping all experimental 
bag been n-essair to establish the talue legislation which weakens the confi-

and un- 
soon to be

seen there 
locomotor

This great restorative stop* the wasting 
process, and by creating new nerve fluid— 
the vital force of the body—builds np new 
flesh and muscles, and gives new energy 
and vitality. B0 cents a box, at all deal
ers, or Edmanson, Bates & Co., Toronto.

o
The press correspondents talk about 

the “frightful" loss of the British in 
South Africa. The losses have not been 
frightful, or anything approaching it.

Mothers consider Dr. Chase’s Syrup of 
Linseed and Turpentine Indispensable as a 
cure for cough* colds, cronp, bronchitis, 
and asthma.

Public feeling is at very keen ten
sion over the condition of things in South 
Africa. Reports from several sources 
give color to the belief that the Boers 
may be, in part at least, retiring on Pre
toria. It is said that Kruger desires 
some such movement as this, which is 
not at all surprising.

The Boers are said to have occupied 
Dordrecht This town does not appear 
t* possess any special strategic advan
tage. It to not on any line of railway, 
and it does not in any sense of the word 
command the approach to the Free State 
troin the Coast.

The reports of dissensions between the 
B'ree Staters and the Transvaalers may 
not be without foundation, for at pres
ent the Free State is menaced with inva
sion and the Transvaal is doing nothing 

. for its protection.
Some impatience is shown at the de- 

. lay on the part of our columns, but we 
think the explanation to simple and that 
the plan is to advance only when^suffl- 
cieat artillery and cavalry have been 
brought np to enable either column to 
strike a blow that will tell.

Gen. Joubert has retired to a point 
within the Transvaal for medical treat
ment. The nature of his illness is not 

; mentioned, but his condition must be 
quite serions or he would not have gone 
so far from the scene of operations.

Gen. Buffer telegraphs that the Boer 
losses are being greatly minimized in the 
official reports. This has all along 
seemed likely. It is an old trick on their 
part People who know their habits said 
before the war that they would adopt 
this plan.

Every recent arrival from the West 
Coast of the Island speaks in enthusias
tic terms over the prospects of metallif
erous mining there. It may safely be 
said that no other part of the world pre
sents a better showing for future devel
opment.

The United States authorities admit 
that Montreal promises to become a very 
formidable rival of New York as a grain- 
exporting point. While'the exports from 
the latter are decreasing, those from the 
former are growing, and when a proper 
elevator service has been provided they 
will grow more rapidly.

--------------o--------------
The Ashcroft Journal is agitating for 

amendments to the act affecting placer 
mining. As the law stands at present 
there is extreme danger of* the claim- 
holder forfeiting title through some in
advertence or failure to comply with the 
complicated regulations. It is claimed 
that by giving crown grants to placer 
ground the existing grievance would toe 
removed.
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rTVICTORIA’S TRADE WITH THE 
NORTH. +*+-o-

*“If the miners wanted an eight-hour 
day they should toe content with an 
eight-hour wage,”
Miner. That seems a reasonable propo
sition; but as a matter of fact they did 
not want the eight-hour day; there was 
no agitation for it. The disturbing 
measure was presented to them without 
solicitation by the Semlin-Cotton 
bination.

We print to-day some statistics in re
gard to the trade of Victoria with the 
North that will give the residents of 
this city the liveliest satisfaction. They 
show that of the trade of the Ca
nadian Yukon and Atiin, over 80 
per. cent, is from Canadian points, 
and, of this, between- 60 and 65 
per cent, is done by Victoria; that 
to, THIS CITY DOES UPWARDS OF 
50 PER CENT. OF THE WHOLE 
TRADE OF THE CANADIAN YU
KON AND AlTLIN. The enormous in
crease in the volume of our Northern 
business is a very gratifying feature. 
It is reaching vast proportions.

A year or two ago our ambitious and 
not over-scrupulous neighbors in Seattle 
were telling the world that they end they 
alone were selling any considerable 
amount of goods to the Golden North. 
We told them at the time that their 
boasted supremacy will soon 'be a thing 
of the past, and so it has come about. 
Seattle has its share of 20 per cent, of 
the trade, or probably not much if any 
more than one-quarter of the business 
done by Victoria. Our enterprising 
neighbor on the Mainland has doubtless 
the lion's share of the less than 30 per 
cent, which goes to points elsewhere in 
Canada than Victoria. Of the three 
cities.^Victoria is far in the lead, with 
double the business of Vancouver, which 
comes second, and Seattle to third, with 
probably a little more than half of the 
business done by Vancouver.

That Victoria will retain its supremacy 
is hardly open to doubt, and as the 
Northern trade ia certain to grow apace 
for years to come, the commercial im
portance of our city seems assured. 
When to this Northern business to added 
the great business to be developed on the 
West Coast of the Island, the future 
looks very rosy indeed.

*»
+says the Nelson
*
+

*eom-

The Rossland Miner addresses an invi
tation to the capitalists of Eastern Can
ada to assist in developing the resources 
of the Kootenay country. In this the 
Miner is engaged in a very laudable 
task, and it is to be hoped that its efforts 
will be successful; , but it is quite cer
tain that the mineral deposits on this 
Island will, when their value is properly 
appreciated, secure a very large share of 
the attention of the capitalists investing 
in British Columbia.

B. O, STEAM DYE WORKS.So far—o-
141 Yates St., Victoria.

Ladies’ and Gents’ garments and 
household furnishings cleaned, dyed or 
pressed equal to new.

MINING ON THE ISLAND.
id.We print this morning a brief synopsis 

»f the work done on the West Coast of 
Vancouver Island during the present 
year. We are indebted for it to Mr. 
William M. Brewer, the well-known 
mining. engineer, a gentleman who is 
known in mining circles as very conser
vative in his statements. Colonist 
renders will be both surprised and grati
fied at the showing made. Twenty-five 
separate properties are spoken of and 
others are referred to. 
ate probably thirty or 
propositions on the West Coast in a 
more or less advanced stage of develop
ment, and on all of them work is being 
continued. It may be possible to tell 
something that would be fuller of en-

Gothic avenue here branches from the 
main cave, and passes the Three Graces, 
a trinity of exceedingly beautiful stalactites, 
the Bridal Altar, the Pillared Castle, Look
out Mountain, Lover’s Leap, and the Abyss, 
each with Its own strange anil fascinating 
romance.

Directly underneath Gothic avenue and 
reached by a difficult and somewhat haz
ardous descent, is Napoleon’s Dome, rising 
to a height of ninety feet or more from the 
cavern floor; and a little fariher on, the 
Dining Hall, Wandering Willie's Spring, 
Anetta's Dome (so lofty that its crown can
not be seen without the Bengal lights), and 
the first of the series of rooms In Which 
specimens of blind beetles, thousand legged 
worms and snow-white crustaceans are to 
be secured.

B.C. Year Book
1897'

By R. E. G0SNELL
»-o-

To shake diee to settle who should 
have a judgeship is something novel, the 
person who adopted it saying that 
there were four persons from whom the 
choice was to be made by lot, this 
the only absolutely fair way. The case 
was peculiar. Four judges were elected
two of them by law were to serve two Returning to the main cave anti then go- 
years and two of them for four years ln8 south, one comes to the great saltpetre 
and till. I»w •, . . ’ Vats that have played an Important part.. / ' JSO 381(1 that the distnhu- the history of the United States. The
non 01 me terms should be by lot. The clay of this cave contains a large proportion 
chief engineer of the fire department was uf saltpetre, and during the war of 1812, 
appointed to superintend the lo’terv He when ammunition could not be secured 
insisted , n di,.e V tj u .abroad these deposits were mined by thedice, tor he said each man 1 most primitive methods, and saved the fer
was entitled to an equal chance, and if.tunes of the United States, 
they drew slips of paper out of a box, the ' The Giant’s Coffin, Dante’s Gateway, 
chances would not be canal because’ the Slandlng Rocks, the mysterious phantom 
first wn is k ^ ’ ^ toe statue of Martha Washtngton-the one and
hist man would have one chance in four only ghost of the cave, and a curions opti- 
and the others would, have other ratios. I cal Illusion formed by cave-angles and

--------------0- ! lights; the most wonderful Star Chamber,
The D. & L. Emulsion of Cod Liver Oil ®a,°ter B ,C®7e- the Steeps of Time, the 

may be taken with most beneficial results Bridge of Slgh8» the Bottomless Pit (into 
by those who are run down or suffering whIcl1 the preacher valiantly descended 
from after effects of la grippe. Made by and from which he emerged scathlessi ; 
Davis & Lawrence Co., Ltd. i Sidesaddle Bock; Echo river (with its curi

asThat is, there 
more mining

Cloth $1 50 per copy 
Paper Cover.. 100 per copy

was

THE TRADE SUPPLIED.

was
This book contain» very complete 

historical, political, statistical, agri
cultural, mining and geieral infor
mation of British Columbia. Vro- 
fnaely Illustrated.cases v
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