
that they took ap a great deal of 
they called for the exercise of 

much consideration and some little re­
search. If we failed then to make 
clear why we thought the Lieutenant- 
Governor acted wrongly, it would hardly 
be worth while to try to do so now. 
Moreover, the whole subject will have 
to be dealt with when tlie house meets, 
and any discussion in the meanwhile 
would simply be a weariness to the pub- 

We greatly regret that when the 
matter was fresh, the Times did not cite 
its authorities and advance its argu­
ments.
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NEW FALL SUITS
$ilie.

Just to Hand

Wrt for Samples and self-measurement forms.
A point which will interest lawyers 

has arisen in connection with an extra­
dition case in California. The wife of 
John J. Dunning died at Dover, Dela­
ware, from eating poisoned candy sent 
from San Francisco. Mrs. Botkin*fof 
San Francisco, was 
charge of murder, and an application, 
has been made by the Governor of Dela­

te have her sent there for trial.

r<r

89. WILLIAMS & CO.
CLOTHIERS

Hatters and Outfitters, 97,99 Johnson St. Victoria, B.G f v ^

S3
Iarrested on the

ware
The application is resisted upon the 
ground, among others, that while she 

have killed a person in Delaware,may
she is not a fugitive from justice, and 
hence cannot be extradited under the 
statutes. The same point would arise in 
case of a similar murder of a person in 
Canada by another residing in the United 
States, or if one person should shoot 
another across the international bound-

| Current Comment §

SEEMR. MULOCK’S JUBILEE.
The public opinion mill is boasting of 

the great financial triumph of Mr. W. 
Mulock in the postal department. He 
has reduced a deficit of 9781,000 to 

It is all nonsense. There 
was a defict of $780,000, and there

«ary.

THAT THE$46,000.
never _
is not a reduction to $46,000. The fact 
is, Mr. Mulock roped in rather more rev­
enue than usual last year by selling jubi­
lee stamps.—Toronto Mail and Empire.

A somewhat belated letter has come to 
hand from a correspondent, who says he 
speaks for those “who are perhaps more 
fastidious as to the etiquette of our 
prosody than we are correct in out syn­
tax,” in which he desires to be informed 
as to the pronunciation of “Geisha.” 
Most people pronounce it a success, but 
as such an answer may lay us open to 
the charge of not sufficiently appreciat­
ing the fastidiousness of the etiquette of 
newspaper ethics, we will observe that 
the man who wrote the libretto of the 
opera made Geish rhyme with Asia and 
“Day, sir.” The diphthong “ei” may be 
pronounced like a long a as in “rein.” 
How the Japanese pronounce it, that is if 
they have any such word, we do not

FAC-SIMILE
PLACES FOR PARTISANS.

The scramble for the spoils seems to 
have now fairly begun in this province. 
The Semlin-Martin government has 
scarcely been in office a month, yet in 
that short time a number of the old civil 
servants have been dismissed and their 
places filled by party workers. Tins is 
in keeping with the election promises of 
the ministers and their supporters. In 
nearly every riding office-seekers were 
promised “fat billets ” if they would 
vote for the Semlin-Martin candidates— 
in fact the Hon. “Joe” Martin and 
Rev. G. R. Maxwell, M. P., openly 
proclaimed the principle “ That to the 
victors belong the spoils. Mr. Martin 
is now acting on that principle, and if 
the nncontradicted report that he has 
decided to dismiss employees of the 
government without cause, prove cor­
rect, a grand carnival of dismissals and 
appointments may be looked for. _ 
Furrer, jail surgeon, is the latest victim 
of the political guillotine. The doctor 
voted for Hon. G. B. Martin, hence his 
dismissal. The position has been given 
to Dr. M. S. Wade, chairman of Mr. 
Deane’s election committee. Mr. .Nor­
folk is another victim, and the end is 
not yet.—Kamloops Standard.

SIGNATUREÀVege table Preparationfor As­
similating ticFood andRegula- 
ting the Stomachs andBowels of ------of------

>

IS ON THE

WRAPPER •know.

Sir Charles Tapper talked to a Mont­
real interviewer about his plans for next 
year’s political campaign. The physical 
vitality of Sir Charles is something mar­
vellous, but it is not so surprising as his 
mental activity. At an age when most 
men seek retirement, he is as active al­
most as a boy. His ability for a long- 
sustained political campaign has never 
been exceeded, if it has ever been 
equalled, by any man of his years. It is 
43 years since the veteran first donned 
his political armor, and it seems to fit 
him as well as ever.

OF EVEBY

BOTTLE OFDr.

A ROYAL FLUSH.
“The Khalifa Smashed—Paul Kruger 

Shortened Up—Li Hung Chang Bounced

—The United States and Great Britain 
“ Together ’’—British Arms and British 
Policy Triumphant in K^ery Quarter 
is the concise way in which the Toronto
sit -ss.:?

royal flush.

Oseteris is pat ip in one-siie bottles only. B 
Is not sold In bulk. Don’t allow anyone to sell 
yen anything else on the plea or prom® that it 
la "just as good” aid "will answer every pm- " 
pose.” W Bee that yon get 0-A-B-T-0-B-I-A.
The ho-

J*"»*

The Times seems particularly grieved 
because the àolonist exposed on Sunday 
the unjust action of the government in 
regard to Miss Woolley. We really 
cannot see what Sunday has to do With 
the matter. Miss Woolley was used in 
a gross and outrageous manner. On the 
question of dismissals generally, we may 
add that "if an official is dismissed be­
cause it is found possible to reduce the 
staff without impairing its efficiency, no 
one will object; but even in such a case 
reasonable notice should be given.

EXACT COPTOT WRAPPER.

THE MASTER SPEAKS.
«2E tgJfSÆff.nJS

ks”h"f MeaŒloti,e|â™- 
ers with the statement that, the distil 
leries being closed, a profitable market 
for barley, com and other «rates would
Kb&“ & isar.£ ssfifitK

failure of thousands of ca^n2S 
lishments, and thrownlovees on the street. Mr. larte s rem 
perance friends will read the ^elusion 
of the article with pleasure: 
who wish to avoid the evils of drun 
kenness in their respective pansbeshave 
the means at their disposal for protect­
ing themselves by the adoption of a 
municipal by-law prohibiting ^ open­
ing of saloons and the sale of liquors in 
the limits of their jurisdiction.

DROPPED INTO A MINE.

Particulars of an Exciting Incident at Wel­
lington Already Briefly Referred to.

Canadian Pacific railway, of a total 
value of $1,500,000. This interest, it is 
farther alleged, accounts for the Globe’s 
advocacy of the more costly arrange­
ment for the construction of the line. 
The case is an interesting one of the 
executioner being stretched on the rack 
of his own devising.—Montreal Gazette.

PROHIBITION POLITICIANS.
The Free Press wants to know why 

Hon. Mr. Foster is not stamping the 
country in favor of prohibition. Pos­
sibly he does not wish to take any 
mean advantage of Hen. Messrs. Fisher 
and Sifton, the prohibitionist representa­
tives in the government, by starting out 
before they begin.—Winnipeg Telegram.

CONSERVATIVE UNION.
The work of organizing the Conser­

vatives for the coming election was ad­
vanced another stage last week, when 
the Liberal-Conservative Union of Brit­
ish Columbia was formed. The new 
union is representative of the Conserva­
tives of the province, and is expected 
to have a good influence in strengthening 
the party for future contests. One of 
its first declarations was in favor of 
conducting local politics on federal party 
lines, a change that is likely, when in­
augurated, to be an improvement. Recent 
events in British* Columbia have not 
tended to create confidence in combina­
tion cabinets.—Montreal Gazette.

YUKON LAND” VALUATION.
The government’s new regulations au­

thorize the commissioner of. the Yukon 
Territory to dispose of the public lands 
there “at a price not less than ten dol­
lars per acre, payable in cash at the 
time of sale, and the maximum area sold 
to the same applicant in the same lo­
cality shall not exceed forty acres.” 
Moreover, such sale shall be subject to 
the reservation to the Crown of all min­
erals which may be found to exist with­
in, upon or under such lands. This will 
give an idea of the value of the 25,000 
acres of land, minerals included, per mile 
the government proposed to give to 
Messrs. Mackenzie & Muon for building 
150 miles of tramway into the country. 
As one philosophic party to the contro­
versy put it, the Senate, when it threw 
out the government’s bill, spoiled the 
biggest thing in America.

WHO MADE THE WEST ?
The great crops of Manitoba and the 

Northwest are the pride of Canada. 
They speak- of improving conditions and 
of a great future for our Western Ter­
ritories. What is more, they testify to 
the patriotism and wisdom of Sir John 
Macdonald, Sir Charles Tupper, and the 
other statesmen who, in the face of vio­
lent opposition, acquired the West for 
Canada, and opened it up for settlement 
by means of the Canadian Pacific rail- 
wav. The opponents of progress are to­
day citing the greet West and its ad­
vancement as proofs of their own govern­
ing capacity. But the greater success 
we have in the Territories, the prouder 
is the monument that is erected to the 
labors of the patriots who gave os that 
country, and among whom, for courage 
and for foresight. Sir Charles Tupper 
stands in the foremost rank.—Toronto 
Mail and Empire.

completely and publishes 
ten no 
wor

Late Sunday night and the early hours 
of Monday morning witnessed a scene of 
great excitement caused by a cave-ln un­
derneath Mr. T. F. Haggart’s house.

Mr. Haggart was awakened about 11:30 
on Sunday night by a strange rumbling 
sound which he described as resembling an 
earthquake. He aroused his neighbors, Mr. 
Matheson and Mr. D. Wilson. About this 
time a man arrived to say that water had 
broken Into No. 5 mine and the three turn­
ed back and went down the shaft. There 
they found that the roof In the north west 
level had caved In and the level was knee 
deep In water and muck. In the mean­
time matters had got worse on top. The 
Heggart house gave Indications of subsid­
ing and Mrs. Haggart rushed out shrieking 
for a light and awoke the neighbors. She 
tried to re-enter the house to take out the 
children, but the front door was wedged 
fast and the back door locked, so that she 
waa forced to enter by the window. The 
children were then taken ont, and when 
llghta were procured It was found that 
the floor of the front room had sunk ont 
of sight with all Its contents—organ, furni­
ture, etc. The great suction occasioned had 
torn the wall paper In ribbons.

terror now reigned In the 
neighborhood — women shrieking, children 
crying, and all Intent on reaching a place 
of safety.

Daylight revealed the extent of the cave. 
It occurred directly under the parlor of the 
Haggart house. It was about 20 feet wide 
at the top, and widened out to twice that 
distance at a depth ef 40 feet, and then 
shelved off to Its lowest depth probably 
00 feet. Masses of earth and boulders were- 

themselves from the

It took nine, eight and seven days 
respectively for three letters to reach 
Whitewater, B.C., from Victoria, al­
though there is • supposed to be a daily 
mail to that mining town. Now, the 
question is, where does this service delay 
in transmission of letters to Kootenay 
points occur? Is it in Victoria, en route, 
or at Kaslo or Whitewater? It would 
be well if the post office inspector would 
look into the matter.

that

Commenting upon British Columbia 
politics, the Manitoba Free Press says: 
“ When the two parties line up and the 
separation is made, the sheep from the 
goats, the people will know where they 
are at” If the Free Press will kindly 
print another article, explaining what 
this means, it may serve to help the 
people understand where it is at.

There are over a million names on the 
pension roll of the United States, and 
the Oregonian thinks the late war with 
Spain is likely to add 200,000 to the 
number. This will increase the cost of 
the pension list to a larger snm than is 
expended by any nation in the world on 
its standing army.

The Dominion Labor Congress, in ex­
pressing the opinion that a minimum 
wage of $2 a day should be paid the 
letter-carriers, is quite reasonable. By 
the way, what has become of all that 
agitation which our Liberal friends in­
dulged in a few years ago over the pay 
of these men ? Has it gone to keep 
company with the array of broken Grit 
promises ?

We give some interesting particulars as 
to how business is transacted at the 
Gold Commissioner’s office in Dawson. 
The Klondike Nugget is authority for 
them. We will remind onr Liberal con­
temporaries that the Nugget is not print­
ed in Seattle, but in Dawson City, Can­
ada.

AN ANGLICAN VIEW.
The Canadian Churenman, organ of 

the Anglican body, in an article dis­
cussing the plebiscite vote and prohibi­
tion, closes its arguments in this way: 
“What might be the consequence of 
total prohibition throughout the Domin- 
ione one can only imagine. We would 
therefore implore oar readers to think 
well—twice—three times before they 
bring such a measure into force. There 
is not a great deal of intemperance in 
Canada. We believe there is less and 
less every year; and the spread of educa­
tion and moral and religious influences 
will do far more and far better in this 
and in all other needs than compulsion 
or restraint We cannot force people to 
do good although we may influence them. 
A peculiar responsibility is laid upon 
members of the Church of England. 
Some other communities will go almost 
solid one way or the other. Members of 
our own communion are not pledged m 
this manner. It is to be hoped, there­
fore, that they will be guided by sound 
reason and reflection, and by a consider­
ation of the consequences which will re­
sult from their action.”

A scene of

continually detaching 
sides and falling In, and there was a per­
petual noise of running water. A maple 
tree that had been growing alongside the 
house had fallen In and Its top could be 
seen a foot below the level of the ground. 
The bottom had dropped ont of the well, 
and through It one could look at the shift­
ing bottom of the cavity. Several loads of 
fir boughs were thrown In to check the 
opening to the mine.

The scene was visited by throngs of 
sightseers all day. The nearest families 
moved all their effects, and others pre­
pared to follow. About midnight the house- 
Itself subsided, and by Tuesday morning 
was burled out of sight.

Two miners. Hill and Byers, who were 
working In the level at the time of the oc­
currence, by all accounts had a narrow 
escape, besides experience enough to last 
a lifetime. They were working beyond 
where the break occurred. Shortly before 
this they had sent two men for some boxes, 
and at first attributed the noise to the 
shunting of the boxes. After waiting some 
time, they proceeded to walk out to see 
what was detaining the men, but found 
their way blocked. Their state of mind 
may now be better Imagined than de­
scribed. The place was several feet deep 
with water, and they had no knowledge 
as to the extent of the catastrophe. They 
turned back and finally made their way out 
by the airways and back workings of the 
mine.
In conversation with the superintendent 

of the mines we learned that the occurrence 
was not entirely unexpected, though not 
looked for so soon. The roof of the mine 
Is not protected by rock at this point but 
covered by a bed of gravel. The naturel 
sequence of this being tapped underneath 
was for It to flow out like sand In an hour 
glass. This was accelerated by the action 
of the water contained.In the gravel bed. 
No damage has been done to the mine and 
a few davs will suffice to clear away the 
debris. The surrounding houses are not 
considered to be endangered.—Wellington- 
Enterprise.

MOULDING PUBLIC OPINION.
Grit government has destroyed at least 

one new industry—an editorial factory. 
Editorials puffing and defending the 
Laurier government are ground out 
by the yard in the factory at Ottawa and 
sent free to the faithful press all over 
the country.—Moncton Times.

THE REPTILE PRESS.
In the old days the Toronto Globe used 

to print after the names of Conserva­
tive papers the amount received by their 
publishers for printing'done for the gov­
ernment, This was considered the effec­
tive answer to anything the said papers 
might say in approval of the Conservative 
government, its policy or its acts. Now, 
some papers, not all of them Conserva­
tive, are printing statements, to account 
for the ranch larger sum the Liberal 
government gave as,a subsidy for the 
Crow’s Nest railway than the Conserva­
tive government had agreed on. The 
statements allege that people interested 
in the Globe are also Interested „in the 
coal lands and money received from the

PILES CURED WITHOUT THE 
KNIFE BY DR. A. W. CHASE’S 
OINTMENT.
Mr. Geo. Browne,, painter, of Wood- 

ville, Ont-,Victoria Co., says:—“For thir­
teen years I was a sufferer from bleeding 
piles, and the intense agony which I 
passed through during those years and 
relief I obtained by Chase’s Ointment 
prompts me to give this testimonial. My 
physician wished me to have an opera­
tion but I felt I could be cured without 
the knife. Three boxes of Dr. Chase’s 
Ointment stopped the bleeding and ef­
fected a permanent cure.”

)

g*-d by the city council by way of a 
ution for their hard-working official.” 
is is very kind; but why send him to 

lunatic asylum and why place him 
the care of a lunatic? 
a chan may find himself in the place 
another official, who was sent on to an 
lum with a lunatic, and was handed 
t by the latter to the keeper. If he 
his companion can cite the Economist 
proof that he has the city clerk in

City Clerk

FOOTPRINTS.
As a mark of special favor one of the 
Ulcers of the Khedive permitted Sir 
amuel Baker to enter a newly opened

was closed up more than forty cen- 
The tomb was much like•îes ago.

ier ancient tombs, but it had one re- 
rkable feature. At the door was a 
:Ie heap of sand, and on it, as fresh 
if it had just been made, was the iro­
nt of a bare foot, left by the last per- 
l who had been within the tomb be-
e it was closed. Of course this is not 
oldest footprint which modem eyes 

re rested upon, because in the- rocks 
frequently found the impressions left 
birds’ feet, and these must immeas- 
abiy antedate the impression on the 
id of the Egyptian tomb, but there is

l in the latter, which is lacking in 
former. The footprint was doubtless 
t of a slave, for the foot was bare, 
I there were markings in the sand 
wing that the last act to be perform- 
was the sweeping ont of the sepul-

Four thousand years take ns back a 
>ng way in the history of mankind.

lions were unheard of four thousand 
ars ago. Abraham had not yet been 
m. Forty centuries take us back to 
civilization of whose nature we can 
ly guess. It is a little over four fann­
ed -years since Columbus discovered 
nerica, and we know how the world 
s been changed during that compara­
bly brief period. Bnt we are trying 
estimate the antiquity of a date ten 

nes more remote. The interval be- 
•een the closing of the tomb and the 
rth of Abraham was about the same 

between the reign of Alfred the 
reat and the present day, and of the 
nes of Abraham we have only the 
guest conception. In these long pre- 
storic centuries, what nations may 
ve risen and decayed we cannot guess.

ihara may have been a garden like 
bat prairie region of America. Per- 
between the pyramid builders of

there may then have been close 
Art certainlymercial intercourse, 

made great progress. Doubtless 
ice had made considerable advance, 
uestionably there were schools of 
aed philosophers. These things we 

infer from analogy. Bnt all is 
t. The empires which contended for 
-emney, the learning which sought to 
ce the mysteries of life and nature, 
social circles where love, ambition, 
ed and jealousy worked out their

plots and counterplots, all have perished, 
and there remained only the shrivelled 
mummy of a prince and the footprint of 
a slave. We do not know what the prince 
did. He may have been a warrior, at 
whose name the enemies of his country 
trembled; he may have been a patron of 
the arts and caused great temples to be 
erected; he may have been a mere vo­
luptuary and lived a life of indolent 
ease, surrounded by women of the rarest 
loveliness. We know nothing of him 
but that he is dead and that he was a 
prince. We know that the slave tld 
something. He swept "out the tomb. No 
man can point to a thing and say that 
Moses did it, oy Solomon, or Aggamem- 
mon, or Caesar or Charlemagne; bnt we 
know that the broom tracks on the sand 
were made by the slave, whose footprint 
was on the threshold.

The moral of all this lies right n[lon 
the surface, and to point it out would 
be supererogation. It was hardly neces­
sary to go to an Egyptian tomb for a 
demonstration of the principle that the 
trivial nature of an act isgio guarantee 
that its effect will not be enduring. Prob­
ably if we could read clearly between the 
lines of history, we would see that ap­
parently trivial events have done more 
to determine the fate of nations than 
the greatest deeds of the most famous 
men. Like the slave of ancient Egypt, 
we are all " making footprints and the 
character of our lives may be judged 
by them, just as we know that he was a 
careless fellow, because he did not 
sweep all the sand out of the tomb.

The explanation given by the News- 
Advertiser for the abolition of the office 
of Agent-General at London is that not 
enough money was spent on it to make 
it efficient, and the province cannot af­
ford to spend the requisite amount, say 
$15,000, at present. Since the thing 
cannot be done-in style, the government 
thinks it ought not to be done at all. 
This is one way of looking at the matter, 
but it is not a reasonable way. The 
Agent-General rendered excellent service,

of the office was money well laid out. 
It is of very great importance to British 
Columbia to be specially represented in 
London, and while the abolition of the 
office may please some people who think 
that cutting off an official head is the 
acme of Statesmanship, it will not com­
mend itself to the great body of think­
ing people, who really understand the 
matter.

paper to follow the Times through a 
cussion of the constitutional quest 
involved in the dismissal of the Tn: 
ministry. When the matter was ni 
we took up every point and consid- 
each . at very great length. We 1 
the authority of the Times as to 
length of the articles in inches.

mmMl*
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MINES ON
«Consolidated Albee 

Than Ever Wi 
Develop

;Sm- lti-r Promised 
Anda-Progrtt 

Cam

Advices just receivj 
isolidnted Albemi mid 
.satisfactory character 
the drifts are now shl 
vtities of the precious I 
.ible to the naked eye 
velopment work done! 

•demonstrated the corra 
Jon of Mr. Edgar Rath] 
•of inines to the Tranl 
who recently spent sej 
property, and who red 
ably on its prospects 
engineer estimated thl 
the mine could by judi 
be easily increased to 
of free milling ore, 
$20 to the ton. The prd 
has availed itself of M 
perience in these matt] 
suit that'the mine had 
well as at the presen 
little stamp mill there 
very satisfactorily, an« 
has not been as yet a 
the amalgam taken 
plates has yielded ovei 
thus Indicating most e 
results. 1

Among the coast mini 
Island where work is I 
in good shape is whi 
Hayes’ Camp, on the Cal 
from the town of Alberts 
is owned by Mr. Hayed 
Mohler, of Portland, d 
Oregon Railway andi 
pany. There is a shaft 
on the property and a ] 
ceived in town y estera 
an assay of ore from tn 
shaft assayed 5.8 oz, goll 
and 19.8 per cent, in cd 
value of $162.18. The sj 
that a shaft is now being 
down the hill from the 
shaft and that the ore] 
■crosscut 28 feet without 
wall. The owners are bl 
and tramway to the mitj 
three miles. Thirty me 
and more will be put on 
mits.

According to a corresl 
Nanaimo Free Press the 
pany on Texada island ti 
siderable alterations and 
shaft now down about 22u 
ing a fine body of ore fron 
thick. Dr. Selwvn, form 
the Geological Survey, 
visit Texada and thoroud 
the properties. Ore buye 
to be paying $30 to $50 
delivered at the wharf oj 

In a recent interview p 
Toronto World Mr. W.j 
New York, secretary of j 
said in regard to the mini 
reached the two hundred 
a double compartment shj 
hundred and eighty feet ti 
widened out to twenty f 
of this went fifty dollars 
the other thirteen feet twi 
ton, and is splendid com 
At the two hundred foqt 
up a magnificent body;of 
four feet of which is t 
cent, copper.” Mr. Tra 
that a shipment of 200 ton 
"be made to Swansea in i 
would realize $50 a ton. 

.he said, were going to ai 
immediate erection of a si 
petted it to be running 
next.

" SATURDAY MORNING

Principal Paul and Miss Wi 
fore a Large A ail

All anxiety as te the snc< 
Ji-ct of holding Saturday i 
for the teachers of the cl 
rest yesterday by the large 
both Principal Paul’s and 
lectures, as well as by th< 
attractive character of the 
Aelves.

Mr. Paul prefaced his lect 
for what isa strong plea

tare Studies” In the schooli 
on this point were In brl 
Children should be tangh 

^words’’—natural objects, no 
criptlon of them. It Is ne« 
should

-and hands. The book of n 
before ns—but alas! how t 
learned to read! How time 
of the Inspired writer! “R 
beasts and they shall teacl 
fowls of the air and they 
or speak to the earth and 
thee, and the fishes of th 
dare unto thee.” A closi 
with animals leads to a gr 
-with them, and lastly, min 
and natural history are al 
“ practical.” To many peop 
Is the be-all and end-all of 
-argument that the study o 
-opes the power of observât 
ure to the student and ele 
character may not prevail w 
then, natural science has 
vantages. Mineralogy and 
sciences on which agrlci 
while It Is to the departs 
"history that the farmer ar 
turn for such knowledge a 
"him with the lives and habl 

“destruction of the lannmcra 
5?hlch make success In his v 
The lecturer promised tha 
mr practical side of nature 
be made clear In the treat 
tonics of succeeding leetun 

The subject of the first ie< 
tory of a. Piece of Chalk." 
up. The vast deposits of < 
parts of the earth, notablj 
chalk Cliffs of England, i 
great areas of chalk ooze 
over the ocean floor, were 1 
ït °\°î myriads of mlcrosi 
who had lived In the wate 
mnd were burled In Its dept 
'derful forms, their structur 
life were admirably expia 
tinted by drawings. In a 
succeeding lectures the re 
Of animal life In the a sc 
creation will be studied fro 
-of each.
u/Bsu Watson’s specialty It 

mineralogy and g< 
-£?I£r,£ut,ons to the teach 

m ,n this dennrtment. 1 
-f^ted of an admirably toM 
lustra ted story of a niece & 

-?« the elements In m
the forms of graphite, 

nnd diamonds, was first d< 
its varieties and Its product, 
hjftory and some of t 
FI3 nt8 of the carbon I feroi 

| described. The
f ?Perat1on of a coal
w fho mines at Nanaimo

SSrl a brief sketch trlvei 
^uaintance with the existent
&toL?rk„&ge

lucid and systematic pit 
and the vividness of Illustra 
-P® cra.von sketches prepare 
J*?? made the lecture Inten 
S?jLpt?<lt*bre* The next 
JJJght hence, will deal wit 
D'^oroducts of coal.

. apoolally Intended 
J^otures are of an < 

ir^^oter. and are open to ] 
cure to -attend.

learn to use their

<
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A PROPOSED GERRYMANDER.

Mr. Hewitt Bostock, M. P., has not 
been hitherto regarded as entitled to 
speak with authority as to the policy of 
the Laurier ministry, and to his credit it 
is to be said that he has not professed 
to do so.
undertaking to outline any course as < 
likely to be followed, what he says 
worthy of some consideration,. as 
would not be apt to say anything if 
had no reason to do so. 
has not obtruded himself and his opin 
ions very much upon the people, eithea 
at home or abroad.

When at Rossland a few days ago 
Mr. Bostock was interviewed by a re

li

Therefore, when we find

Mr.

We quote in its en-freely, for him. 
tirety what the Rossland paper 

interesting subjectupon one very
Mr. Bostock was not prepared to

lation introduced at the next session 
hut he expects that considerable atten 
tion will be paid to redistribution. Hi 
referred to a
Liberals to organize the represe: 
in the House of Commons on a 
basis than was provided under Coi 
five rule.
pocket boroughs that are ceoside 
Conservative stronghdlds wiped < 
and greater representation given to 
tricts that have increased largely 
representation in recent years. In 
confiection he expects that the Kootei 
Yale-Cariboo district will receive fa 
able consideration. He endorses 
Miner’s contention that the Kooten 
should be organized as a separate < 
stituency, and this he will do his utn 
to secure at the earliest possible 
ment. He said the division of the 
trict meets with the approval of 
Ottawa administration.

Assuming .that this is said with s 
ority, we have here indicated a d 
ruination upon the pay of the min 
to gerrymander themselves into p< 
for another term. They propose tha 
next political game shall be played

desire among

He expects to see

loaded dice. With franchise lists mi 
pulated by their friends in five of 
provinces, and constituencies en 
where cut out according to the most 
proved Liberal pattern, the govermr 

fed able to make light of Yumay
scandals and things of that nature.

There is no justification for any alteri 
tion in the constituencies next year. Tn 
years later the census will he taken, an 
there will then have to be a general ove 
hauling of the whole matter. The gci 
enl representation of the several pro- 
inces will then have to be adjusted f 
as to correspond with that of Quebe 
and no good excuse can be given f< 
touching the subject before that time.

I

flax culture.

Last year the Colonist directed 
attention of the farmers of British 
lumbia to the great possibilities of
culture. Experience has shown that t 
yield of flax per acre is so high that 
the quality is good, the crop would 
very profitable. The pioneer of flax e 
tore in the Pacific Northwest is Dr. 
W. Thornton, of Whatcom, Wash. Y 
do not mean that he was the first pi 

to cultivate it, but he has doson
more than any one to investigate 
industry and create an interest in 
Two years ago Frank Barbour, of V 
liam Barbour & Sons, the great thn 
manufacturers, of Lisburn, Ireland, i
ited Pnget Sound for the purpose of 
spectig the flax grown there, and 
consequence of his observations a 
of flax was sent to that firm for 
purpose of experimenting with it. 
Barbour has made a long report on 
subject. Most of it is technical, hut 
dosing paragraph gives his condnsic 
He says:

If the flax is grown and manipulai 
under proper conditions and by peoi 
who thoroughly understand the busini 
on Pnget Sound, we are convinced tl 
the cultivation of it would be of 1 
greatest importance, and in a short til 
would rival the great Belgian district 
Court ral. We congratulate you on 1 
success of the experiment, which far i 
coeds onr expectations, and we belie 
there is a great future before the fli 

• growers of the West of America.

sent to Ireland was not selected, but w 
the run of the crop out of a pile 
seven tone. He says that in order 
place flax culture upon a safe footing, 

.is necessary to have a plant to props 
the fibre for market, and for this pi 
pose a capital of $25,000 to $30,000 
necessary. If this plant were establii 
ed a beginning could be made of a hig! 
profitable industry, one alike profitai 
to the farmer and the capitalist, woi 
spring up. What is true of the State

province.
tVe urge this subject upon the atl 

tion of the provincial government, an 
is also a matter that might properly 
edve the consideration of the Domii 
department of agriculture. As the

business of preparing flax for marke 
hut if either or both the govemmen 
would advance the money, or won 
guarantee the interest upon it, some oi 
could be readily found to take the pr 
jeet up. Last year Dr. Thornton wro 
to the Colonist to say that he was qui 
prepared to give the people of Britii 
Columbia. the . benefit of his experieni 

It is not easy to suggest any way 
which greater good can he accomplish 
by a comparatively small outlay than 1 
encouraging flax raising. Flax is a cr 
that will grow almost anywhere in ti 
western country. We speak now. of t 
Coast district It . flourishes on t 
gravelly hills and in the loamy valle; 
It requires very little moisture. One

Promotes Digestion,Cheerful­
ness and Hest.Contains neither 
Opium.Morphine nor Mineral. 
Not Narcotic.
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A perfect Remedy for Constipa­
tion. Sour Stomach.Diarrhoea. 
Worms .Convulsions .Feverish­
ness and LOSS OF SLEEP.

Facsimile Signature of

NEW YORK.

the finest samples of flax we have ever 
seen was grown in. the White River 
valley, Washington, and never had *j 
drop of rain on it from the time it was] 
sown until it was gathered. Doubtless 
some British Columbia farmers can say 
the same tiling about Sax grown by 
them. Flax culture is easy, inexpensive 
and profitable. It would he a valuable 
addition to our agriculture, and we hope 
that the provincial government will take 
the matter np at once, ao that next sea­
son may witness a beginning. If the in­
tention of the government to give the 
requisite assistance were announced this 
autumn, a large crop would be sown 
next year.

THE DREYFUS CASE.
It is difficult to foresee the outcome of 

the Dreyfus affair. It may plunge 
France into a new revolution. The 
condition of things which the confession 
of Major Esterhazy discloses is almost 
unheard of. That such rottenness should 
exist in any civilized, country is appnll- 
ihg. The army will come out of the 
affair deeply disgraced, and for France 
to lose confidence in the army will be a 
revolution of itself.

The whole story reads more like a 
romance than the proceedings of a mod­
ern government. A man accused of 
high treason, convicted upon forged 
documents by a tribunal that refused to 
be guided by the ordinary rules of evi­
dence, and was brow-beaten by the gen­
erals of the army at every stage, finds 
his accusers confessing meir guilt and 
himself sent for to stand a new trial after 
every appeal to mercy and justice had 
been denied. When Dreyfus , returns, 
the excitement of Paris will be intense, 
and there is no telling what may happen.

SIDEWALKS.
î Considerable earth and cinder sidewalk 

has been laid in Victoria during the pre- 
" sent year, and the portion of it that has 
" been carefully laid promises to give very 
? great satisfaction. A comparison of the 
r two materials results favorably to cinder. 
? A sidewalk topped with cinders is likely 
i to make a good walking surface after 
- it has had a winter’s rain upon it. Some

of the,earth sidewalks have not been 
made with sufficient care, notably the

- long stretch on Michigan street between 
t Menzies and Oswego. Too many large 
i stones were left in the so-called gravel

forming the top. s If it were raked -down
- and covered with tarred cinders, like 
> the piece on Quadra between Frederick 
1 and Mason it would be satisfactory.
- Referring to the latter piece of
- work, it may be said to promise
- excellent results. It is clean, smooth 
i and easy to walk on, and its first cost 
, is only o very little greater than planks, 
r while the exnense of maintenance will

be trifling. It is possible that this ma­
terial solves the problem of good side­
walks for the residential portion of the 
city. Any one; whose business or pleas- 

e ore takes him over Victoria, may realize 
that in the course of a year a very large 

c proportion of the plank sidewalk must he 
e condemned and taken np at a very early 
f day. Hence there is much satisfaction 
e in knowing that an excellent and com-
- paratively inexpensive substitute for 
• wood can be found in tarred cinder.

We observe with great regret a dis­
position on the part of a certain British 
Columbia paper to refer to public 
and ex-members of the civil service In 
language which reflects seriously

men

upon
I heir personal honesty. It is not toe 
mneh to say that such allusions are a
gross abuse of the privileges of the press.

1 No one has ever contended more strongly 
3 toT the freedom of the press than the 
e -Colonist, but it has always drawn the
• line at comments upon private individn-
2 als or reflections upon the personal integ- 
e r’ty of men in public life. It It a s tronc
• advocate of directness and absolute free 

dom of expression, when public
1 are to be righted, but it despises th« 
g innuendo, the cowardly insinnution, the 
t carefully worded paragraph, which 
e damns a man’s reputation, while avoid- 
e ing the penalties of the law of libel. If 
l avrongs have been committed by publie
- men or Public employees, the press should 
e never hesitate to expose them, but the
- exposure should be explicit. To speak 

of the dismissal of an official, as the
n Rossland Times does, and to add that 
8 the Semiin ministry means to confirm its 
f charges that the whole department to 
o which the official was attached is clog- 
t ged with corruption, is a slander of the 
e basest kind, and as cowardly as It is
- base. It is false, because the Semlin 
s government has never made any such 
i- charge against the department referred 
y to.. It is cowardly because the writer of 
e it is careful to employ language which 
d implies corruption bnt is not within 
f the scope of the libel law. It is base, 
s because it is an attempt to injure a pri­

vate citizen of deserved good repute. No
i- language can be too strong in condemna- 
it tion of such attacks. Indeed things the 
“ uoming to such a pass in this province 
n that no man is safe in taking certain 
i- newspapers home to his family, for he 
I- cannot tell but what they may contain 
y some disgraceful or cruel Insinuation 
y against him. There is reason to believe 
ie that at least one

wrong?*

newspaper, realizing 
that it cannot hurt the individuals whom 
it attacks, is exhausting its ingenuity 
to discover malicious things to say which

o- persons pain and annoyance.
te ------------------ -----
te T”6 Nelson Economist says ‘VMty 
ih Clerk Strachan has left for New West 
e. minster Lunatic Asylum in charge of n 
in demented man.” Will the Economist 
»d kindly print an explanation. It seems an 
jy extraordinary thing for the authorities 
)p of Nelson to permit so valuable an offi­
ng cial as the city clerk to be taken to the 
he lunatic asylum by a demented man. It 
he would be bad enough to send him in 
rg. charge of a sane person. The Economist 
•f adds that “the trip was generously sr-
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