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The Liberal Conservative Leader

« province.

theatre to welcome Sir Charles, and
SIR CH ARLES TUPPER while there were leading men of both
: s | political parties in the audience, the en-

thusiasm and applause with which the
« jeloquent words of the veteran leader
were met, showed how strong is
the Conservative party hold on this cap-
ital city of British Columbia. One of
the noted features of the evening was
the large number of ladies who graced
the ocﬁaaion. Thfe cet;]ntre ga‘lilery w:;s
2 ¥ : specially reserved for them, and the ani-
He Discusses P?bhc Affairs From| .\ 3 interest they tock in the proceed-
the Broad Standpoint of a ings proved that the fair sex feel a keen
Patriotic Canadian. and intelligent interest in political ques-

tions. .
When the curtain went up ona crowd-

il : _|ed house there was great burst of a;

On Political Questions He Ably De plause as the great political leader w}\:
fends the Position Taken seen seated beside the chairman, Mr. H.

by His Party. Dallas Helmcken, M.P.P., president of

the Conservative Association, and sur-
gundgd l;y tﬁe eg)llovlvén%h gelglexlne& 2
: : 343 5 a 08. Earle,M.
The opportunity of hearing political Po-nHozn?T.oii ’;nr:gr. Hon. Col. Baker
issues discussed by the Comservative|gopn, J. 8. Helmeken; D. R. Ker, A. E.
leader, Sir Charles Tupper,

Addresses a Large Gathering
at The Victoria.

Bart., | McPhillips, Geo. Deans and F. Ross, of

. crowded the Victoria theatre with an|the executive, and A. Stewart Potts, sec-

. s _| retary of the Conservative Asgociation;
?rdex"ly anfl attentive al'ldu:nce l:;t even- | H" Lugrin, Oaptain Richardson, Dr.
ing, in which many ladies formed a part. | Hanington, F. J. Claxton, George
That the speech came somewhat unex-| Byrnes, B, Boga;, V. 0. Haway, Joseph
pectedly, and that it is a declaration of | Wriglesworth, W. C. Nicol, H. Robert-
the Conservative position made with no | 502, and H. E. A. Robertson.

s h To show the representative character
heated campaign in progress to mar the | o the pathering, there were noticed in

analysis of existing conditions and their | theaudience people of all political shades,
natural sequences, added to rather than | including leading lights, past_and pre-
depreciated its value. - |sent, on both Conservative and Liberal
P A Si gides. There were to be mnoticed Sir
In his introductory remarks, BSir| Henry Crease, Charles Hayward, Major
Charles took occasion to explain the|Mutter, M. P. P., George Riley, pre-
scope and object of his present purely |sident of the Liberal Association, Hon.
business visit, and to answer argumenta- | Robert Beaven, Dr. G, L. Milne and
tively those who insist that public men | William Templeman. There were also
should 80 soon as they become promin- | to be seen among the audience United
ent in their country’s affairs, abandon |States Consul Smith, Ven Archdeacon
their private business interests. His|Scriven, Rev. Mr, Betts, Rev. Dr, Wil-
present trip to the West, Sir Charles ex- | son, Rev. D. MacRae and others.
plained, was not a political mission in| Sir Charles in his dignified, easy and
any sense, but a business visit, which he polished manner of speaking made a
hoped would not be without result to the | splendid effect with ~apparent little
effort. While touching on political
On resigning the cares of office to |topics he handled them skilfully and
Premier Laurier, he had concluded that | argumentatively, devoid of uhpleasant
the best service he could now render to|personalities, and ever through the
Canads, in view of his thorough knowl- | thread of his address ran a strong, pat-
edge of the conditions and resources of | riotic vein showing that where Canada’s
the Dominion, would be to interest Brit- | honor was concerned or where her inter-
ish capital for the development of our |ests were to be conserved against outside
great mineral wealth. He had floated | influences, political feeling must give
two strong companies for mining, and | way and Conservative and Liberal pull
these he believed would play an impor- | together for the common good. :
tant part in exploiting the resources of| While not straining after effect, Sir
the West. Charles has a quiet, dry humor that
An Eastern paper had recently sug- punctuated some of his telling points
gested that the opposition leadership|and brought ripples of merriment from
could not properly be combined with en- | the audience. ;
terprises of this kind. He held, on the| His reception was very cordial and the
contrary, that a man of affairs was the | only unpleasant feature of the evening
more fitted to serve his. country as the|was when some unmannerly boor shout-
head of a great party when he was at the | ed *“ No,”” as the vote of thanks was be-
same time devoting his business skill | ing put by the chairman. : 2
and ability to building up its commercial | Mr. H. Dallas Helmcken, M.P.P., in
interests and promoting the develop- |introducing the orator of the evening,
ment of ‘its natural resources. referred happily to the fact that Sir
Reverting to the last occasion upon | Charles Tupper was one uf the fathers
which he had addressed Victorians, in | of Confederation, and the sole survivor
1881, he recalled how he had then |of those who took part im that glorious
prophesied, while fighting the battle of | work who was still doing faithful public
the Canadian transcontinental railway, |service for Canada. Mr. Helmcken,
that British Columbia’s so-called  bar- | though proud of the honor of presiding
ren sea of mountains’’ would at no dis- { 8t this meeting, thought it might have
tant date develop mineral wealth so|been better had his father, Hon. J. 8.
areat as to render insignificant Canada’s | Helmecken, been chosen for the posi-
contribution to the work proposed. The | $ion, for while 8ir Charles had been
truth of that prediction was now appar-{one of the fathers of Confederation
eut, and he believed British Columbia|of Canada. Hon. J. 8. Helmcken had
to-day was entering upon a period of |taken a leading part in joining British
marvellons but well founded prosperity, | Columbia to the Dominion. (Applause.)
exceeding anything that coultf havebeen | A8 an ardent Canadian Mr. Helmcken

anticipated for it by the most sanguine | yet never lost sight of the fact that Can-

friends of*this new country. ada owesa greatdeal to British Columbia.

In fact this held true of all Canada.|(Applause,) He referred to Sir Charles’
‘The enormous mineral discoveries of the | public life of 42 years and was glad that
past two or three years; the excellent|the citizens had turned out in o large
crop of the past season ; the supplement- | humber to hear him. The chairman re-
ary fact that wheat had more than called to the audience the conference in
doubled in value; and the revival of the | London in June last between the prem-
European lumber trade, together with|iers of the colonies and  Rt.
the improved condition of affairs in the | Hon. Joseph Chamberlain, and felt
United States, all indicated great and |#ssured that whateverother results were

-increasing prosperity for the Dominion. | reached certainly it meant a better un- | &

But manifold as were the advantages|derstanding for the future _between all
accruing to Canada from these con-|parts of the empire. In closing he asked
ditions, the federal government seemed |leave to refer to the attempts that by
destined to more than discoant all these | the press reports were being made in the
favorable circumstances by that in- |conference between the United States,
ability to govern which marked the|Russia and Japan, and the agreement
period of their administration from 1873 | apparently come to between them to as
to 1878, and which had also marked |far as possible put an end to pelagic
every step taken since their advent to|sealing. Here in Victoria he would re-
power, mind ?l!‘ b(.e?harégs tl'%re nov{ were o:;‘lilgd

With the exception of those matters recently been 60.or 70 yessels. ongaged in
in which they had closely followed the thw. ;mlist;zdiv:x% fn c:plt:: %fi gégg._
well-considered line of action adopted by i :lnd P & v:r Yar :gamoum. of
their predecessors, and which they had ital laved 3 y tﬁgtt' li
8o long attacked, they had initiated no c:pl aHemp oy n}louh dmg,l su&p le?i
item of policy conducive to Canadian :hce' atte?.\:yns s'}’g %ha?-leao%oy the?
progress and national prosperity. Deal-|, Yoy 101:; 1tr 3o depsive B _t‘e’;
ing with Sir Wilfrid Laurier’s Jubilee | SThnpe attempt o, Coprive S vod
speecheg, and his action in not only fo = th lﬂ'ln!_t9 tebr_ fve 11-00
abandoning but rejecting preferential fro::h te egltllmae ":;i)ss a?l :gatxnﬁg,
trade when it was practically offered to or lda SONRAIAan. ”01 f ha 9
him, Sir Charles characterized as dis-|¢00d 0 protect the sea erehrom : %un-
gogest the claim that he (Sir Wilfrid) merited wrong it was soughtto dothem.
ad secured the denunciation of the
gerhn;gn and I%elgéan treaties,the g;&:mds THE STATESMAN’S SPEECH.

e given for Canada having ome
a nation, and the policy to which he had 5 Hlamiztong oPe-mgfm:s‘: e Do
committed himself ilxlx reIgard to ?anadian e
representation in the Imperial parlia- i i %
ment, which could only be obtain‘:ad by wf’,‘g ssilaa.rlegdr'l'u ,}’:iﬂ,nffn coll;;?é :‘:;d
the acceptance of proportionate taxation | gentlemen: I ought almost to make an
§?:-n the support and maintenance of the apolegy, I supnose, for being here to-
J'l‘gzaret;pposit.ion leader held too that ?ﬁght' ol Brbmei gl Columbml_op
from the general election to the present, caf ,}’;fﬁﬁg tfﬁf‘f’%‘;,&?““?,;gf anon::x};
Premier Laurier had not obtained 8ny|giy to you that when the late govern-
majority on any question submitted 0| ment was defeated at the last general

the country, and that from his advent to i i
office until,now, his career had been ?é?:hoi:’ ;?; p;;ltl;metx‘l)t a:::(ﬂtr)led,},g

marked by open and absolute disregard i ion of giti
of all pledges ur)n which he had sought {::dgezatloof the thiibef:ﬁ'é‘é’:mv:f
election, as well as by the trampling un- | tive party of Canada at a meet-
der foot of every principle he had to ing composed of the Liberal Conservat-
?:rl‘;zﬁ;éy advocated while seeking pre- i;e genators and members of the’ House

Ao : of Commons. That distinguished part;
8ir Charles closed his eloquent ad-|did me the very great honor of ulx)::n‘{-
dress by briefly contrasting with thelmously and with great enthusiasm
weak accomplishments of the Liberals|ejecting me to the very responsible posi-
as set down in history, the great meas-| tion of leader of the party for the present
ures for the advancement of the young|time. Great as was that honor and
nation which endure as monuments to|hjghly. as I appreciated the compli-
the progressive and far-sighted policy of | ment paid me, and there is no
the party of which he is to-day the|position within the gift of the people of
leader. Canada which I estimate 8o highly, I
depifiulertcis may] (tie%l you th]alt meger no cllfr(iumstancea
A NO 3 wou have allowed myself to accept it
TABLE GATHERING had I felt that the acceptance of it would
The City Well Represented on Floor and; have compelled me fo disconnect myself
Platform of the Crowded Hall. with the business enterprises iu which I
was interested; and bad I felt that the
in force, of|high ition thus conferred upon me
course, for this opportunity of listening | necessitated any such severance I would
to Sir Charles Tupper, the veteran|have been compelled to decline the
leader of the Conservative party in the|honor.

Dominion, and the last in public life of| But I did not feel that I was so called
that talented group of men known to all | upon. When uB)on re-entering the par-
Canadians as the Fathers of Confedera-'liament of the Dominion after having
tion, the men to whom was entrusted resigned the position of high commis-
the task of forming the constitution tha: ' sioner to England, which I had held for

Victorians turned out

welded together the scattered. provinces a number of , and in which posi-
of Canada into one glorious Dominion. tion I su ed Sir Alexander Galt, and

It was a very re%resentaﬁve gathering was called upon to form an administra-
of people who thronged the Vietoria tion, Iat once resigned my connection

with all the public enterprises with'natnre, although she would not agree to
which I was connected, as I felt that no . the question being reopened until the
one undertaking the high and responsi- | end of the five years, announced that
ble position of leader of Her Majesty’s | she had no objection to a conference be-
government should allow himself to re-|ing held at which some of the scientists
tain a position in which his impartiality | who have been investigating the subject
might be influenced, and I also felt that|might meet in Washington and compare
no one is such a responsible position |notes. This did mot satisfy our Ameri-
as that of the premier of the|can friends. They attempted to drawin
country should be encumbered with|Russia and Japan, and to have the
duties of any other nature. But as|whole matter taken up again denovo, 1
leader of Her Majesty’s loyal opposition |am glad, however, to be able to say that
I believed that I could render services to | the patience of the British govern-
Canada by connecting myself again with | ment would not allow them to go
business e%rpriges, and when I looked | that length, and consequently the meet-
at the enormous importance of drawing|ing hasnot taken place. I fear that the
to this country ®English capital for the |indications tend to the formation of the
development of our great mineral re-|opinion that nothing will eatisfy the
sources, I was vain emough to believe| Americans but the adoption of such
that with the reputation which I had | measures as will practically stop pelagic
been able to acquire by twelve years’|sealing by vessels other than their own,
connection with the business men in|and so give them & monopoly of that
that emporinm of capital in the Empire, | great industry. In regard to this im-
the City of London, I might by con-|portant subject the late government,
necting myself with enterprises having | with which- 1 had the honor to be as-

. | for their object the development of our | sociated, retained but one attitude, and

resources be able to render considerable |they did everything within their power
service not only to Canada generally but | with the home government.
to British Columbia in particular. As high commissioner it was my duty
I therefore in January last floated a | to meet in council with Lord Salisbury
company called the New Gold Fields of | and other members of the government,
British Columbia. And when in London | and I invariably urged upon them the
during last_ summer I found that every|absolute necessity in dealing with the
newspaper in the United Kingdom was | people to the south of us of adopting the
giving wide circulation to the. great re- | policy that once we were upon solid
sources of the Yukon gold fields in Can- | ground not to yield one jot or tittle of
ada, I took the opportunity of bringing|our rights, because as often as
out the Yukon Trading, Transportation {they would recede the American
and Mining Company, and floated it with | people would take the advantage,
the public, The response of the British |and they would find that when they
capitalists and inventors was such as to|could recede no further they would have
place that company in a position to de- | lost valuable ground. AndTam glad to
velop our mineral resources, and as I|think that the present government are
have said, on this visit, not a political | equally alive to the importance of pro-
one, although it would at all times be a | tecting the rights of the sealers, and I
pleasure to me to pay a political | have no doubt they will do everything
visit to this province, my object|that lays in their power to this end. I
was to satisfy myself tba{ the capital|can assure them that they will receive
which has been entrusted to me is in-|the fullest measure of assistance from
vested in such a manner as will result to | the opposition both in and out of parlia-
the advantage and satisfaction of those|ment in the adoption of such a poliey.
who have thus expressed their confi-
dence in the mineral resources of the
province. 80 that in the future I can go
to the financial centre of the world
again, if need arice, and by reason of
the satisfaction given by the investments
made, secure further capital for

the greater development of the almost| 1 i f i
incalculable resources of the country. am glad, sir, to find mysell standing

T need not teli you that since Federa- | i the presence of this great body of in-
tion was accomplished I baye been |telligent people of Victoria, the capital
always regarded as one of the most san- | of British Columbia. It carries me back,
guine men in public life, in consequence | g, to g gomewhat remote period. Last

in confidence which I always had in the 3 3 :
enormous possibilities of Manitdba, the time I had the hoaor in the Victoria the-
Northwest Territories, and your own |atre of addressinga great assembly was,
province of British Columbia, and I tell | I think, in 1881. On that -occasion it
'you now, frankly, that, having had the | Was my duty as minister of railwaye and
pleasure of spending a month in the |canals to endeavor to convince the peo-
province, I find that I had, even in my |ple Ihad the honor of then meeting, of
most sanquine calculations, underrated | the importance of the step that Canada
the undoubted evidence of  the|bhad takenin the constructionof the great
incalenlable value of the trans-continental road, and although
eral resources of British Colum-|that measure and the contract we had
bia. British Columbia has every|made was so gigantic that it compelled
feature that is calculated to make itone | us to abandon something that was very
of the most attractive countries in the |dear to the people of Victoria, the con-
world, for in addition to the mineral |struction of a railway between
wealth you have fisheries of enormous | this city and Nanaimo, I was pleased
extent and value. I.might almost say,|to. find that when I put the case before
if our neighbore to the south of .us had |[the great body of citizens who
not proved that it is sometimes unwise |did me the honor of méeting me on that
to use the word, that those fisheries are | 0ccasion, they gave me evidence -that if
inexhaustible, but at least they are of | I had not altogether converted them I
enormous extent and great value. had convinced them of the wisdom of
: : * the course which the government was
T R BT taking. Idaresay you know that we
THE SEALING INDUSTRY. had to fight very hard before we could
i o get that contract passed under which the
The Opposition Will Back Up the Present|road was built. We were met with the
Government in Maintaining a declaration that it was impossible to ac-

Firm Policy.

complish the undertakinsz and that even
1
You have referred me, sir, to the seal-

if we did succeed in building the road a
X ' railway from Ontario to the Pacific
ing industry. Itis, in my judgment, of |ocean wounld only intercept one village
the gravest possible importance, notonly | from end to end, and that possessing
a8 a means of furnishing an outlet for the | only some four or five hundred inhabit-
energy and enterprise of capital, but|{ante, would traverse a country either
also a8 involving one of the most impor- | wholly uninhabited or peopled only by
tant constitytional questions which has |savage Indians, and was an ex-
been the consideration of a nation. A |travagant proposal. We were told
reater wrong was never done, a greater | farther, that if we did succeed in build-
indignity never ‘perpetrated, nor a more|ing the road, it would be quite
flagrant disrmrd of the law of nations |impossible for it to be run as there was
ever shown, t when the Americanna- | no traffic to keep the road open: You
tion dared to lay a hand upon a British | will remember that we were told that it
ship outside of the territorial juriedie- | would ruin the credit of the country,
tion of that country. Great Britain, not-|and that the result would be that it
withstanding her epormous power and | would be impossible for us to go into the
the position which she occupies, has al-|financial centres of the world and ob-
ways been very tender in regard to any- | tain money for any other purpose. I
thing which involved her relations with | am glad, after having fought that battle
the great republic. And there are a|and fought it successfully, to be able to
thousand reasons for this. The fact that|stand here and point to the fact that in-
they are one of the great English-speak- | stead of the work being impossible it
ing countries, and that there are ties of | was completed four years before it was
family relationship existing between the | contraéted to be completed. Instead of
two countries make it most undesirable | it being impossible to operate that road
that a conflict should ever arise between | the records of the country prove it to be
Great Britain and United States, and |one of the most successful investments
that is sufficient to account for the for-|in which capitaliste were ever asked to
bearance with which that great Empire | put their money, and all thoee who have
has allowed the interference with the|traveled over that greate trans-con-
rights of Britishers. tinental road will recognize the fact
That interference was submitted to an | that the facilities for trade are such that
arbitration in Paris composed of the|Canadais in the best position for in-
most eminent jurists that could be found | creasing and extending her commercial
in the world, and the result was that|importance. To give an illustration I
after the most patient investigation in- | will point you to one of the most desert
to the facts of the case, after hearing all | spots of which we heard so much during
the evidence that the United States|that fight—Rat Portage. Rat Portage at
could produce, and after the most elo-{the time we made the contract was
quent and able pleading of the most|represented by a Hudson’s Bay post and
eminent’ counsel, every consideration |half a dozen Indian camps. To-day and
wag settled in favor of Great Britain.|for many years past, Rat Portage
One of the most eminent men in the|furnishes a million dollars of traffic an-
United States, Mr. Blaine, who had |nually, I give that as an evidence.
made that subject his especial study|You all know that from end to end of
and who published a dispatch from his | that great work towns of considerable
government bearing on it, stated most |importance have sprung up, and Canada
emphatically that if the Behring|has been rendered what it could never
sra was not a mare clansum, a|have been rendered by any o}her means.
closed sea under the law of na-|And it bhas made a grand stride towards
tions, then-the United States had no | national life, e ok
claim to the sealing industry. That| You have referred, sir, in very appro-
question was settled by the international | priate and eloquent terms to the import-
commission unanimonsly, and the Am-|ance of the great Jubilee which took
erican counsel had to admit that they|place in England, and I am sure that
had nocase. - Every question of inter-|there is no British-subject in Oanada or
national law was decided against them, |anywhere in the vast Empire over which
and then they took up that reference to|our gracious Queen holds sway who
which Great Britain had consented, as|watched the progress of thatmostim-
to what regulations would be found |portant eyent without a feeling of the
necessary and could properly be issued | deepest pride and pleasure at seeing the
for the protection of seal life. Canada |importance of the great British Empire.
was very much dissatisfied, and was in | You will have recognized the important
a minority, but that great international| position that Canada occupied on that
tribunal laid down what they considered | occasion. We had the great advantage
necessary in ard to that important |of being represented on that occasion by
matter. My, ‘Foster, who represented | & gentleman of great eloquence and great
the United States, came back to Wash- | personal attraction, and I have no hesi-
ington jubilant, proclaiming that though | tation in saying that the fact that he
the verdict upon international law had | was a French Canadian Catholic added
gone against them they accomplished |immensely to the eclat of that occasion.
their object, that object being the ending | It is a source of undoubted satisfaction
of the prosecution of the sealing industry | that not only the English pecple, but
in the Behring ses by Canadian vessels, |lso the people from all parts of the
In a' year it was found that that objeet | Empire, had the opportunity of listening
had not heen accomplished, and year|to the eloquent words of loyalty which
after year to the present time they have | fell from the lips.of our representative.
heen agitating in every conceivable way | But I do not think that he quite did
for an opportunity to fake up that ques- | jastice to the great position that Canada
tion de novo. had attained. I have read his speeches,
They called_for another international {and although I recognize in them glow-
tribunal _to-deal with it, and finally|ing eloquence, it was with .deep regret
England, in the plenitude of her good | that I found that no mention had been

————

THE CANADIAN PACIFIC.

Development of the Dominion Since Sir
Charles Was Heard Here in Support
of Its Construction.

s

made of those great undertakings which | the present administration made the ju- '
have given a nationality to Canada. At | bilee, nor that they discovered the min-
the imperial Institute, where he had the | eral treasure which is attracting the at-
honor of sitting side by side with the|tention of the world. Not only does
Prince of Wales, he said that Canada |this apply to British Colambia, but in
was & nation beeause it was free. A !Ontario and Nova Scotia great discover-
nation is not & nation because it is free. 'ies have been made, and rieh gold mines
Does anyone tell me that British Colum- ; that had not previously been brought to
bia, with her forests, her rich soil,|the surface.
and - her attractions of climate, even| And there is ansther matter which I
if it was am free as air, would be a|suppose, with their modest assurance
nation? Nations require something|they will hardly claim that they were
wﬁ' What made a nation of Oanada?|the authors of. I refer to the great crops
en I was invited by the government | we have enjoyed this year. They have
of the United States, by that eminent|had the good fortune to come into power
man who represented the great republic|at a time of great business prosperity
in London, to come down and confer up- | and I hope there is no Conservative but
on the relations between the two coun-|rejoices that Providence has blessed us
tries, I was very much struck with the|with all these advantages. It is cer-
la_:vgvuagg %sed by him at gur ﬁl_’;t._ iﬂ?ﬁ" taill}lyd a r(Ia‘markable stroke of good luck.
view. e recognize,”’ he gaid, El nder Li - ti inis-
fact that the confederation of British | tration Cangg?i:g: g::;vg::ieeds?ﬁ(‘)g:h
North America and the construction of a | a series of depressiongin a manner which
great ocean railway has brought us face|has attracted the attention of the most
to face with a nation,” And I think it|eminent men on the other side. They
deeply to be regretted that during the|have asked the question why it is that
entire visit of our representative to|with s season of depression sweeping
Sr;;:i aﬁglghgoha?:lﬁai v;:?j made of the | like a l;:lycéone over the country, Canada
. was able to emer, it~

What was our condition before con-|factorily than tfl’:g‘:sslom?rl;c?o né'g;e ::;ltth
federation?  Everybody knows that|of the boundary line. I think that the
Nova Scotia and New Brunswick had no | excellent banking system of Canada is
communication by rail. Those provinces | responeible for a good deal of this. The
h?d élo gtémm&ni%ztion vsitgt.ht: grovigge Liberal-Conservative government, fall-
of Canada—Quebec an ntario, -|ing upon bad times, have been able
yvond Ottawa there was no railway com- togcan?‘? the country through a season of
maunication westward, and the distance | depression with less inconvenience and
between Ottawa and the great Lake Su-|less disturbance of trade than perhaps
perior was a desert. No means of eom-|any other country in the wo-ld has met
munication in the winter season pre-| with. i
sented themselves, and we had no com-| I may eay that upon the last oceasion
mpunication with the great Northwest, | to which I have'already referred, when
now rapidly surging into a position |I had the privilege of speaking in this
which is attracting ‘the attention of|city in 1881, I was fascinated with it.
people in all parts of the world.|Thisintelligent body I am speaking to
‘That great country, so susceptible of | will understand me when I say that the
development, British- Columbia, was | natural beauty of the situation of the
practically unknown, sandwiched in be- | city and the lovely climate made an im-
tween the American territory of Alaska | pression upon me which has never been
on the north and the Ameriean territory | forgotten, and now that I have had the
south of the boundary line, and entirely | opportunity of driving over the Esqui-
cut off as it were from the rest of the | malt, Oak Bay and Dallas roads, I was
Dominicn. Look at the state of things | delighted to witness the substantial pro-
to-day. Confederation has united the |gress which has been made, and I was
provinces under one central gevern-|estimating if in bad times this progress
ment at Ottawa, and that has been fol- | has been made, what will the next half
lowed by the accomplishment by five | dozen vears do?
millions of people of one of the most .
gigantic undertakings the world has ever
seen with such a population.

When the United States succeeded in .
piercing the ROCk_V Mountains and ex- What Sir Wilfrid Failed to Do in Support
tended their railroad to San Francisco, of the Cause He Had Professed
it was held up as one of the most won- to Serve,
derful things ever aecomplished, .and 4 S e .
they had & population of 49,000,000; I have ventured a slight criticism in
while here, with only 5,000,000, we ac- reference to the present leader of the
complished a greater work in a shorter | €0Vernment in regard to his remarks as
time. The means by which Canada had | 0 0anada being a nation, but I should
national life given to her was better ex- | [2il in my duty to him and to the people
pressed in the words used by that Am- of Canada if 1 did not take this oppor-
erican ambassador than they 'were by tunity of challenging the position he
Mr. Laurier, who had no words for the °°°“P‘edl;‘. %‘*ad. his speeches, and they
importance of Confederation—no words | Were pubdis ed in extenso, and show me
for those important works which had |9D® line, onde sentence, one word, which
spread lustre on the people of Canada; n;l calculated to advance the progressand
because 1 am bound to say that in my | the prosperity d of Ganada. As you
judgment be felt he was touching upon know, in fmy iudgment, the most vital
a delicate eubject—that in that Con- %uestlonelor public men to consider and
federation he had mno lot mnor|ior the electors of the country to con-
part, nor had the party to which sider, is the question which touches
he belonged. It is true that Confedera- vitally the interests of every man,
tion was effected by a combination.|¥oman land child—the question of pre-
The late George Brown and William ferqntmi trdade.thhm the Empire, the
Macdougall united Sir John A. Macdon- g’].‘cy. abe doptmgf tariff between Grreat
ald in that great undertaking., But{oTitaln an her colonies, whereby Great
where was Mr, Laurier, and the Rouge | Britain shall give the preference to the
party to which he belonged? ~Fighting | People of her colonies, who shall extend
to the death againstit! Anditwasonly|2 ‘é: phe °'°“‘;f to g"”"g o
carried in epite of the opposition which | i1 effect, to uge the words of the Right
that French section could give it. That 5°“' oseph © E"'m i ml;".dh‘t"’.n to
was the reason he had no words for this | the strong tie o ‘%‘t‘n?"“t which binds
important ‘work, nor for the transcon- | Yo%V gt o the Empire, a bringing in-
tinental railway, which received no aid| %0 P18y Oht. at '.‘ﬁ”b'f ot:nt tie, self-in-
from Mr. Laurier, who sat in the House b(:rest, g aich wi tl}.": the colonies and
of Commons throughout that struggle, |: rel:t {mun foge _er.hG-rea.t dBnta}m
not to help it, but to do all he could to |18 the ?n y couatry in the world which
oppose it. I regret to be compelled to trealt]e orelgnhcountnes u} the samse way
speak so plainly, but justice must be ’1’;," 9"8“5 s °wnd°§°ﬂleii _psfun,
done, and if the gentleman who repre- “’“"f’h eEr:mnny R That 1. ack
sented Uanada in England failed in his | 307 of the Buropean countries that have
duty to the people, it is only fair that in colonies—have a tariff within the empire

and another tariff for the outside world
Eti‘: :ﬁx&gﬁ&g" Pl shold exposs and I dare say now that America hm;

at last got s colony she will adopt

the same policy. No one recognizes
THIS “SEA OF MOUNTAINS.” more fully than I the wisdom of this
Sir Charles Even Had Not Half Estimated| pire.

Its Marvellous Wealth.

————

PREFERENTIAL TRADE.

By it will be built up a united
Empire, and the parliament of Caez:iada
have with great unanimity approved of
I have spoken of British Columbiaand | that police, and have declared by a reso-
of its inexhaustible treasures and re-|lution and an address to the Sovereign
sources, and I have no hesitation in say- | that if the Mother Country will treat us
ing that in a public life of forty years’|as other countries treat ?h&air colonies,
experience and having had some oppor- | the government will be glad to recipro-
tunity of judging of these questions, |cate and give them a preference here.
these greaf resources of British Columbia | This policy of a united Empire has been
are going in a few years, nay, have al-|for years advocated in England by
ready commenced to place her in a very | boards of trade and commerce, and that
foretz!x]lo%t posigigﬂ ii]{ the W?rg. 0 (;e i% the ptzlicy which I have continned to
on the floor of the House of Commonhs, | advocate.
during the fight to which I have re-| When Icameout from England at the
ferred, I was asked the question, *“ What | request of the then premier, Sir Mackenazie
is British Columbia when you get |Bowell, to discuss the vast political gues-
there?”” And when I was told tioni,ia.nc: w1tthout thﬁ_slﬁghtest idea that%
: : “ would not return as high commissioner,
that it o ’Pothmg but & vsvia was invited by the board of trade in Mon-
of mountaine, y.. enswer }s treal to deliver an address on preferential
that I ekould be very greatly|irade. I had an audience composed of
disappointed if that *‘ seaof mountains™ g thousand of the leading commercial
did not prove to be mines of invaluable|men, French and English, members of
importance to the province and the|both political parties, and I took u
Dominion. The month I have now |this tg;?&;qéls \oifta il”xf;fggiltl&aée :rage, -
3 1t 1 01N 1 V' 0 Lan d.
:np:l:ll:];l; IB;;gsgo?oéﬁﬁlbgtﬁz:t:gu%g: endeavored to show the enormous effiect

t 3 A it would have in adding to the value of
¥reat£1f1?mr$0w'hlcc(:1 is going to develop|every acre of land, and our products gener-
or this province.

Go down into the|aily—most certainly our natural products.
Kootenay and Slocan countriee, to Slocan | The Toronto Globe, that great and able or-
city, ro Rossland, to Trail, to Kaslo, to|gan of the Liberal party, commented
Nelson to Sandon.indegd ﬂu‘oughh all g!}rhtiglsisa(;(}lres%eryltﬁnsemdsutm wﬁf‘fecits.
that country,and spend two or three| .. ). 3 \
weeks as I have done},) taking the trouble gg Charles Tupper troubling himself to
. 3 e cuss this matter here; in this country
to study the evidences which now exist|ihere are no two opinions about it.
and which place beyond all question the | ;man will hold u
inexhaustible richness in gold, silver and | adoption of such a policy. London is the
lead of that country. place in which to agitate it, and it is there
Go where you will in British Colum- | that the argument is wanted.” My answer
bia, whether it be down to the nternd- | e, wnd, Lhal s e Poslion AL LU
tional boundary line or away the = s
boundary between Alsaka and the Brit. | e people of Canuds the inpor urce of
ish Yukon, and you  have evidence that|trade to the third annual congress to be
is to-day ing British Columbia the|heid in June to *adyocate this policy.
centre of attraction, not only to the min- [ That meeting was held and a resolution
ing but to the commercial world. These gglse rpas?:sin u?ggzr ‘fclzgon%ref;diggﬁ Orfe ll)\g
2 . givi z
e e “eurvonty, and Britiah Gor:|sentative in England as to how he was to
umbia will become not only one of the | (& he conerens sad. Mr, Chamberlain in
greatest provinces in the Dominion, but, fﬁsto ningg;ddress on that great occasion
I believe, will become the great centre of gracncally adopted the resolution of the
mining attraction throughout the world. | board ot trade, and stated that if those
I would not have said this a8 month ago, | were the sentiments of the colonies they
but havingstudied the subject now, I do would not meet with an unfavorable re-
not think it is possiblé for anyone to ‘l’;gz‘t"“ at the hands of the home govern-
overestimate the chances that exist. ) . :
i A hen face to face with the
Whatever the misfortunes may.have elxgoxg‘ﬁ)l}réﬁli"svgm?ntry,dn Ontario found
befallen the present administration, |ihatthe people were wild about this pre-
they are certainly to be congratulated | ferential trade. There, too, there were no
apon having great luck. In the first|two opinionss What did he do? He came
place they came into power in the Jubi- | out, and from hustings to hustings, pl&t-
lee year, That meant everything. At|form to platform, he used the?ﬁ WOf A !
a time of great jubilee everyone is am as strongly in favor of preferential

R, ety trad i Charles Tupper is,
compelled to adopt a tone of jubilation | ;¢'® o e e Brat t‘;’ggs 1

which is vegy ‘Kﬂ?”blé- These marvel- | wi|| do if you return me to power, will be
lous resources which I have so long look- | tp send a commission to negotiate prefer-
ed for and expected have in the last year | ential trade with Lord Salisbury.” = Well,
or two burst upon us in a most remark-| when he found himself in power (laughter),
able degree, Egt no one will claim that | there is no person within sound of my

Every
two hands in favor of the

voice who will undertake to say t1,
Was not bound, as solemnly asa pfxbng ﬁni‘f
could be bonné when in p()w(‘r)
to do that which he had pledged himself {,,
do if the people would zive him power
And what did he do, when he went
as Premier of Canada to England ? The
Duke of Devonshire, the great leader of t],e
Ijlbeml-Umonists and one of the mos:
Conservative men in the United Kingdomn
went as chairman of the British Empire
League down to Liverpool to receive the
visiting premiers, and he made an address
to them which ggu can all read for your-
selves, and in that speech, to the amaze-
ment of a sreat many people, he practi-
cally offered them preferential trade. It is
impossible for me to read the speech to
ou now, but the best evidenee is
urnished by the fact that all the great free
trade papers—the Cobden organs—all de-
nounced the Duke, and said he was going
back on free trade. Sir Wilfrid Laurier got
up, and instead of meetingthat offer, made
to them in the most formal manner, absc
lutely rejected it. He used the same a
ments which those who
fighting  against referential  trade
had always used. e did mnot think
it  possible that the people o
Great Britain eould be induced to tax the
food supply of the country, and he
the same arguments which the Br
Empire League have had to fight fory
and have overcome in great mea
When this question was first brought :
the reply Lord Salisbury gave us was w.
must have a scheme—we must show how it
can be worked out. That was the state o
things when the Duke of Devonshire made
the proposal to the premiers—if you wa
to have preferential trade we are preparcd
to try it. §

I attacked Sir Wilfrid Laurier th:
moment I landed in this e¢ untry, and in
an interview I pointed out that he had
gone back on his pledges and neglected
that which he had solemnly declared he
would doif the people gave him the power
I see his answer in a paper which reac
me to-night. Itis contained 1n a speech
delivered to the board of trade at Toronto,
and he says that the first thing to be don
wes to secure the denunciation of tne
treaties, and that if he had asked too
much he would have got nothing. Prac-
tically, that it was necessary to get
one thing at a time. Well that remins me
of the old couplet—** Perhaps 1t was right
to dissemble your love, but why did you
kick me down stairs?” There was no
reason for him to come out as an out-and-
out free trader, and to say that free trade
was the only thing, the “ideal of every
country in the world. In fact I challenge
him to show any argument that the
bitterest opponent  of  preferential
trade could use that he has not
used. In my judgment a wrong
was done to Canada which nothing can
excuse. He returned, and brought with
him a gold medal, given him by the Cob-
den Club—given him because he was an
out-and-ou$ free trader. Now finding him-
self face to.face with the people of Toronto,
who were led away by his promises during
the campaign, he intimates that if prefer-
ential trade could be got he would have no
objection; but in that case what is-going to
becomeof this medal? I am afraid that
the story is a very poor and a very lame
one.

have |
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GOVERNMENT OF THE EMPIRE.
Why the Colonies Cannot Have Representa-
tion in the Parliament at
St. Stephen’s.

There is another point in which I joined
issue with 8ir Wilfrid Laurier, and that was
his declaration that the great ambition of
his life was to see accomplished a measure
which would give Canada representation in
the British House of Commons. I have no
hesitation in saying that if he had studied
the question as 1t has been studied by some
for years he would find that he is bhalf
a ozen years behind the time.
Lord Roseberg, who was until recently
the leader of the Liberal party in Eng]andy,
in my presence on the platform of the
Mansion House in London said that after
years of careful examination b{ all those
who.were engaged in studying the question
of imperial federation they had unani-
mously come to the conclusion that a par-
. liamentary federation was utterly imprac-
ticable. %hy? Because I undertake to
say that Sir Wilfrid Laurier cannot get
together a hundred men in the
whole of Canada who will, after
studying the question, say they would
consent to the parliamentary federation of
the Empire. The first thing it means is,
as you know, the great question of how to
give influence to the colonies in regard to
imperial matters. . Supposing you adopt it,
where are you? Itisas plain as anything
can be, that you have a parliamentary fed-

policy of preferential trade in the Em- eration in Canada. Istherea man in my

presence to-night who will say that he
would be willing to have it extended
to the Empire, for instead of Canada
continuing to have the control of her own
resources, the levying and expenditure of
her taxation, that would be regulated by
the parhament sitting at St. Stephen’s. Is
there a man who is willing to say that we
should abandon the control of our expend-
iture and hand it over to _a body of people
composed of men from South Africa, Aus-
tralia and the United Kingdom, meeting
three thousand miles from Halifax and six
thousand from British Columbia? I chal-
lenge Sir Wilfrid Laurier to produce a hun-
dred men in the whole of Canada, bitter
partizans as they may be, that would not
veto it )
Another reason why this plan_of parlia-
mentary federation is a dream is that, as
every person knows, the principle of taxa-
tion and representation go together, and if
ou had a federation of this nature it must
e based dpon the principle of numerical
representation—a certain number of people
shall be entitled to a representative;
and that means that while to-day
the colonies would be in a minority,
to-morrow, or—for it is but a day
in the life of the Empire fifty years hence,
the outlying portions of the Empire would
have become more numerous than :
United Kingdom, and the control of that
parliament would: be outside of the United
Kingdom. And that is the idea which
leader of the government had gone
latform to platform, saying was his ideal.
don’t think that in the house he will
have a single argument with which !
maintain that position.

—_—————

THE COMMERCIAL TREATIES.

Sir Wilfrid Claims Too Much When He Says
*Twas He Had Them Denounced.

I do not intend to enter into further dis-
cussion except in regard to one important
guestion—the denunciation of the tieatics

challenge Sir Wilfrid Laurier’s statement
that he was sueccesstul in getting those
treaties denounced, and will challenge
it if I live to meet him in the
House of Commons, In 1891 I went
to the Colonial office with other
representatives of Canada asking to have
the treaties denounced, and since then |
have urged it in season and out of seasou,
and in the house I have produced all tic
reasons and grounds to show that the
treaties should be denounced without any
difficulty. In effect Mr. Paterson read my
speech at the congress of the chambers ol
commerce, and when he got thro
I was much astounded
him say he agreed with every
The trade that Germany and Belgium de
with Great Britain is greater than that she
does with them—that is the position which
I took, and I will give you evidence that !
was not mistaken. But when Sir Wilirid
Laurier went to Paris and boasted that he
had got the treaties denounced, with !
little intimation to his French friends
that he did not mind giving a bl
eye to Germany on their behalf,
which he followed up by shedding a (eW
tears over the mourning statues of Alsace
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