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(From -the Wide World ’Magazipe)

The ustonishing development of the 'd

“moving picture” as an’ entertahx-‘
ment has to some extent overshadow—
ed its possibilities as 2 genuine aid-
to general knowledge.- One 1ntete§t-
ing aspect of the film-picture is its
power, by variations of speed, ot_
slowing down or speeding up natur-
al processes oOr movements .80 that
we can watch the beating of a fiy’'s
wings, <er perceive the grgwth of a
plant. But a fresh interest has been
given to the kinematograph by the
recent enterprise of Mr. J. E. wil-
liamson; who has succeeded in tak-
ing actunal pictures of undersea life:
The February number of the ‘Wide
World Magazine "contains @ vivid ac-,
count of this novel achievement,
written tby Mr. A. Hyatt Verrill, and
by the courtesy of the editor we are
nnahled to give some extracts from
thig arficle, with a selelction from;
the illustrations. i
,“As in’ many another case,” “says
Mr. Verrill, '“Mr. Williamsont’s ae-
hievements were made possible’ al-
most hs; accident, and by means of
apparatus designed for a totally dif- )
ferent purpose. His father, Captam%
Charles Williamson, a noted marniel
architect and “inventor, ‘realised the‘

necessity for devices for salva'gingl science-sport . could be thought : out. |

That story which * enthralled onrfabsolntely ‘devoid of fear.  Mr. Wil-}|

i liamson, however, is all these. and

sunken ships, and designed a prac- ,
tical apparatus for the purpose. This;
consisted of a heavy steel chamber, '
which was lowered into the sea a.nd[
connected with the float or ship by!
means of a flexible sectional steel
tube. Descendmg through this tube |
to the water-tight chamber, the sal- '
vager could locate wrecks through’
heavy glass windows through which |
the beams of a poweérful searchlight
were cast. EInstantly it was con-|
Astructed, his son, who was then a
news ﬁhotographer, saw. other pos-
gibilities .in the apparatus.

“With. alterations and improve-
ments ~he transformed the steel
chamber into a camera room,. and.lo!
the marvels of the ocean’s fioor and
the teeming life of the depths were
his to record.” ‘

At first the idea was regarded as
not feasible. It was said. that no
light could reach the sea’s  bottom,
and that the exposures would have
to be s0 long that.the taking of a
film-picture would be out of. the|
question, But actual trial proved
that the depths were illuminated “by
a clear bluish light of, high actinic
value”; the beams of the eléctric
light were even more effective than
on land, Anrd so the work began in
earnest,

“Selecting the Bahamas as the
scene for his operations, Mr. William-
son prepared to take the first tinder-
sea film, a marvellous series of 'pic-
tures of submarine life entitled “The
Williamson Submarine Expedition.”
These photogranhs ericted masses
of living coral, vast forests of sea-
fans and sea-rods, schools of strange
fish, and an ancient wreck. To add

upon the ocean’s ﬂoor amid
fishes.”

- For..public and_popular . apprecla\'
t&on, however, this. was unfortunate-
1y “too slow.” Something had to be‘ buarst from the X;elmt, but the mln
one to “liven things up® a bit; and’ survived. - By accident he ‘had got a
the Bahaman sponge-d!vers were in- | few granules of oxylithe on his llpc
troduced-—plunging in after coins, and then, while below water, had
tossed
ting a shark to “pose”’ as ‘a subject’ ed these granules. The sharp pain
might seem far beyond credibmty.1 of the burning chemical catsed him 10
yet Mr, Wmiamson managed ‘this ap- ‘ releage his mouthpiece, the water en-
parent impossibility. He secured thel tering the oxylithe tank, and lnsta.nt-

| nis arms wﬂdly.,-nt was drawn hast-
ily into a boat sent to his rescu

carcase of a horse, anchored it mear . iy poisonous gases filled the" helmeL ¢

overboard. . The idea: of - get-: leaned sidewise until the water todeh> |-

I accompanying the work, is fully des-
i eribed/in the article.

the c¢hamber, ‘and waited pa.tient'ly——.
but not for wvery lomg, .. “Attracted
by tne bait, the repulsive. creatures
swarmed. about, darting. at.the dead
horse, tearing’ great mouthfuls of the
meat and ‘returning again arnd again.

i And as the camera crank turned- there.
i under the sea, and for the first time;

in history the film recorded the move-.
mentments of the maneaters in their
own element, Mr. Williamson made a
discolvery. Contrary to all popular!
ideas and stories, the creatures did |
not” turn om their sides to bite!” |

The next development seems to!
show that™ Mr, ‘'Williamson 'possessesi
as much courage as ingenuity; but.
for the exciting account of his battle
with a- shark—in the  ‘Interests qt,
science—we . must -xefer our readers
to the Wide World Magazine itself.

Obviously, further elaborations of.
this extraordinary and fascinating:

youthful days, Jhles Verne’s ‘“Twenty
Thousand Leagues Under the Sea,”
presented opportunities not to be 'ne-
glected; it was  veconstructed, octo-
pus, Nautilus and all complete, and
! successfully  “filmed.” Other  sets
followed this, in which 'Mr, William-
son's skill was‘shown, and the pre-
paration of theése, with the dangers

Stﬂl more risky happenings’ came
when. the pioneer of undersea motion-
pictures began to use a “self-contain-
ed” diving suit, which has none of
the ' usual plpes ©or: air-lines, but is
supplied with air by chemicdl means:

Mr. Williamson, realising the im-
portant advantages .these suits offer-
ed, decided -to-use them, but he was
totally unfamiliar with their opera-
tion and could fiid no diver who had
any more knowledge of the matter
than ‘himself. By chance he learned
that the United States Navy had
adopted the suits and that . naval
divers had been trained i their use.
Through friends. he ‘succeeded in in-
ducing the authorities “to lend him

.and ‘even tore off one of his lead-

‘ness.: This was all that saved his

| spect, at least, .Mr. Williamson is por-

{.clever individual should ~devise an

! rare indeed:that a man combines the
; qualities of an  inventivé genius, a;
| scenario writer, & photographer, and(

| more, and ‘it is .this combination of

these trained men. When all was in
readiness for their ‘departure fqr the |
Bahamas, word “was resceived of ther
einking of ‘a United States submarine.
near Honolulu. The navy divers |
were immediately . ordered ' to the
spot, and Mr. Willlamson found him- ;
self with the self-contained suits, his
company, his outfit, and net a man
who  could use the suits!

There was nothing to do but go at
it blindly, trusting to-luck, and that
he or his men were not killed is a’
miracle. - Though no one died whﬂe
experimenting, there were some

Realising that death stared him in the
face the man managed by superhmn&n
efforts to releasq his weighed 'belt,

soled shoes, before he lost conscious-

life.

After depcrlbing several narmw es-
¢apes which make the reader . hold
his breath and shudder,” Mr. Verrill
concludes by saying that .“in one. re-

fectly gafe--hé need fear no compefi-
tion in iic own field. Even'if some

undersea device which: did = not in-
fringe (L¢ Williamson patents, there
are few who would care to undertake
submarine . motion-pictures, It is

a-deep-sea’diver with those of an ac-|
complished actor, and is, in addmon,,

gualities thdt has made his submar-
ine pictures possible.” 3

Runaway Car Kills
Child in New York.

| —

New .York, -June 8.—A runaway
trolley .car killed = 12-year-old . Mar-
garet McLaughlin, and injuréd three
other ‘persons last night,. when it
dashed to ‘the foot of a hill on 125th
street; and crashed into a five storey
tenémeént Hotuise.  The ‘car and lower
floors -of the building were wrecked.
The child was not a passenger on the
car, but was playing in the street
when it struck her. Slippery rails,
caused by a heavy rain, w,ére believ-
ed to have caused the accident.

The ‘motorman, who escaped ' by
jumping from the car, was arrested
on. a charge of homicide.

Noted Chinese Engineer.

‘Jeme Tien-yu, better known among
Chinese as Chan Tien-yu,  died ' re-
cently at Hankow. He was the build-
er of the Peking-Kalgan railway, the
only purely Chinese railwny, and has
held many important posts” in . con-
‘ nection 'with China’s rajlways and
the ministry of communications., * In -
buildmg the Kalgan road he made a
I'record for \efficlency and success in
doing good work at small cost ot
yet equalled by any foreign engineer
‘in China in any large undertaking.
' He was American-trained.—Far Bast-
"ern Bureau Bulletin.

thrill and realism to the scene, @&

Three E'}E"E?S
Footwear A

Does not tire the feet, ‘retains
its fine shapehness to the very
last and glves the maxmmm oﬁ

his face-plate was removed a flame{ =

ST. JOHN’S
GROCERY STORES

Spare:Ribs_._. . . 16¢. Ib.
Pork, Ham Butt. 18c; Ib.
Pork, Fat Back '16c. Ib.
Jowls, Small . .18c. Ib.

Beef Choice Family,
15c¢. Ib.

Bacon, Good Gra;le,

40c. Ib.

Local Potatoes.
Local Tllrnips.

Small Omons 6c. Ib.

meled-Ware |

Cook‘ing meals and cleaning up after cook-
"ing is only half the work when you have
brlght new utensils.

This is the week to throw out the worn-out
pots and pans, and get New McClary’s

'Enameled Ware,

Special Displays! Special Values!

At your favor-
_ite Hard-
ware Store
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RULING

PRINTING

BOOKBINDING
DICKS
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Gas and oil are now

numbers as illumj
Klectricity has taken
place with all up-to-daf
ple. Let us install a sys
Electric Lighting in
home, office, store or fa
The benefits are gre
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let us talk it over.

ST. JOHN’S LIGHT}

POWER CO., LT

Angel Building,
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Refreshl

Richard Hudnut’s ¥
Sec Bath Salts are stin
ing and refreshing, i
the universally po
scent of freshly cut vio
You will delight in ba
with Hudnut’s Violet

 Bath Salts.

A Luxury and a del
obtainable at Drug and
partment  Stores

where., "

Parson’s Drug §
LeMarchant Road
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