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THE BURDEN ON THE MAN WHO 
BUYS.'

Taxation by tariff is voluntary taxa­
tion. No man has to contribute a 
dollar to the public treasury through 
the tariff if he does not want to do Hi. 
He may buy the goods Irom the vome 
maker if he is averse to buying tbro.i i 
and paying duty. Under the owest 
tariff the home manufacturer ha ; t'l 
protection of convenience. It is much 
more convenient to do business with 
Toronto than with London. Import­
ing means buying far in advance and 
in larger quantities than required, in 
the handling of local manufactures. 
It requires larger capital, and eternal 
vigilance is the price of keeping the 
stocks away s up to the demand and 
never in excess of it. • If a wholesale 
firm go into the importing business, it 
is because they see money in it; and 
ii they see money in it that means 
that the prices for the home-made 
commodities are high enough to re­
ward them for the additional capital 
and inconvenience of buying abroad, 
and to leave them a larger profit than 
they would have from handling do­
mestic products.

to the height of say “Hainan’s gal­
lows.” Would, then, the burden on 
the man who had to buy be increased 
or decreased by the operation of the
prohibitive tariff? The results of. grath -was, and presumably still is, a

ment he would oppose Mr. Borden j irrigation were the same. If one sale you will find out that it is because
if that gentleman attempted to inters I was wrong the other was wrong. If they have gossipped instead of having
fere with the contract with the Rob-. the suie to the bobbins Company was' worked. The Laurier administration
bins Irrigaion Company. Mr. Ma-, wrong the sale to the Alberta Railway quilts all the time, while the Opposi-

theee extremes allow the tendencies of 
the policies which lead to them. Lour 
tariff decreases the burden on the 
man who buys, while in doing so it 
may incidentally increase the revenue 
which tife State receives Irom the 
tariff. High tariff cuts off importation 
end thus depletes revenue while it 
enables the home-maker to raise his 
prices—that is to increase the burden 
on the man who buys.

TAKE YOUR CHOICE.

A local Opposition candidate wants 
the Government .condemned because 
they charge too much for timber lim­
its. Tlie money paid for a limit, he 
argues, comes ultimately from the 
man who buys lumber. There is at 
least the charm of variety about this, 
for the same gentleman continues to 
iiand out hie party pamphlete declar­
ing that the public domain is being 
“looted” because the Government do 
not charge more for timber limits. 
Given time our friends opposite may 
bn relied upon to take up every posi­
tion possible different from that of 
tile Government, regardless of the 
mutually destructive results of their 
arguments. The ease now seems to 
stand : *•

1. If the Government çharge $81 per 
square mile for timber the public re­
sources are "looted,** because the tim­
ber is worth more;

2. If tlie Government charge $81 
per square mile fér timber the publig 
are “looted,” because the public in 
the end have to pay it.

Canadians do not buy abroad with­
out substantial reason. Other things 
being equal they would much sooner 
patronize the home-maker. Their na­
tional sentiment is sufficiently strong 
that they would even sacrifice some­
thing to do business with a fellow- 
countryman rather than with an out­
sider. This is another item of protection 
This is another item of . protection 
which tariffs cannot make and can­
not take away. It is no reflection on 
Canadians that they buy goods 
abroad. They do so fçom .no lack of 
national spirit or local patriotism, but 
for the quite valid and obvious reason 
that they effect a material saving by 
doing so. If they did not savé money 
by it they would not do so. They 
would not do so if they did not save 
very considerably by it. To proclaim 
therefore: that they buy heavily abroad 
is giitjply to' pr-oc^aitp that the loqgl 
maïiûtactilreS aïa.nojf pat on *fjte ma» 
kt&' at placés whicft t$Fe cd&bumeri- 
consider fair to themselves and their want out of business—or was put out 
interests. If they buy a jijiliiori’ dol- —gs a party to make çlear the way 
lars worth of woollens in England for Mr. Bourassa. No Conservative 
that means that they have decidedly candidate contested a constituency

THE NEW ALLY.

An Opposition paper declares in a 
heading “Bourassa Favors Conserva- 
"iives; whole force of .• Nationalist 
“Party directed against Liberal nom- 
"ineo.”

No doubt. Unquestionably this is 
true. It is precisely what was expect­
ed and what the Bulletin said was ex­
pected months ago. That was what 
Mr. Bourassa was assisted into Que­
bec provincial politics for. No one 
with a tolerable knowledge of current 
events expected,- supposed, or credited 
anything else.

Mr. Bourassa won the very modest 
measure of success he achieved in the 
recent Provincial elections on the 
ruins of tlie Conservative party in the 
Province of Quebec. ’ The ruin was 
prepared for him by the fair hands of 
Mr. George Taylors M,P.. chief whip

prominent member of the Alberta 
Railway and Irrigation Company, a 
rival enterprise to the Southern Al­
bert a Land Co., the holders of the 
Robbins contract. He speaks there­
fore with knowledge of the irrigation, 
business, its costs, its profits and its 
public advantages. More, as a mem­
ber of a rival concern he can be sus­
pected of no desire to paint the bar­
gain made with life competitors in a 
too-rosy hue. If’the public got worst­
ed in the deal with the Robbins peo­
ple, Mr. Mcgrath would be only too 
glad to tell them so, the more so be­
cause in saying this he wpuld be con­
firming the allegations of his political 
friends, while in approving the con- 

i tract he turns those allegations over 
to ridicule. Mr. Magrath knows irri­
gation and the merits of irrigation 
bargains to the companies, if he knows 
anything. His interests, personal 
and political, are all on the side of 
painting the Robbins' contract in the 
darkest colors. Yet he declares he 
considers it so much in the public 
interest that he would oppose the 
party leader if that'gentleman had the 
power and inclination to tamper with 
it.

Mr. Magrath is not alone in his par­
ty in admitting the public merits ol 
the bargain. It lias been admitted bj 
the very men who have held it up 
elsewhere and at other times as an 
instance of public robbery. Both Mr 
Borden and Mr. Ames have addressed 
meetings in Medicine Hat since,"the 
contract has been before tjie public. 
Both discussed political questions. 
Both avoided discussing the Robbin - 
contract as they would avoid poison. 
Yet both had declared in Parliament 
that it was an outrage ; both had util­
ized it as ground on ^yhiefi to attack 
the Government in tile Eastern Prov­
inces, both have displayed it as an

and Irrigation Company was twenty 
five per cent, more wrong. Yet while 
Mr. Borden, Mr. Ames, Mr. Northrup, 
Mr. Bristol, Mr. Lake, proclaim that 
the Robbins’ sale was wrong, not a 
word from them as to the lui-ger area 
sold to the Alberta Railway and Irri­
gation Company. Why this discrim­
ination? Why fish of one and fowl 
of the other? Was this because Mr. 
C. A. Magratli was interested in the 
Alberta Railway And Irrigation Com­
pany but not in the Southern Alberta?

The only criticism of the transaction 
with an appearance of validity is that 
in tile sale to the Southern Alberta 
Land Co. the price at which, the land 
shall be sold to farmers is not stated. 
This is quite true, but the validity of 
the criticism is apparent only. The 
land could only be given, to farmers 
withoiit irrigation. Successive. Gov­
ernments tried it for twenty years 
and failed. The railway companies 
refused to take any part of their land 
grants in the tract. Two lines of rail­
way traversed it for twenty years yet 
it was unsettled and unproductive, 
and had no possible promise of be­
coming so without w$iter. The com­
pany undertake to irrigate the tract, 
$ pending one hundred thousand dol­
lars per year lor five years and -one 
million dollars in ten years. The 
Government reserve tiie right to fix 
the rate they may charge the farmer 
for water. Without the water on it 
the farmer would not take tlie land 
for nothing. The Government holds 
I he power to say lidw much the com­
pany may charge him for the water 
if he buys the laud. Therefore the 
Government hold the power to say 
how much the company can get him 
to give for tlie land. And a’l the land 
unsold at tlie end of fifteen years re­
verts to the Crown.

tiim gossips.
“Which do you prefer? A Govern­

ment which does things, or an Oppo­
sition which does nothing but call 
names?”

—Hon. Geo. P. Graham.

devotion towards tlie mother 
try.”

A few figures will show how, with 
the substantial reduction in the rates 
of postage, and with the increase of

coun- mail delivery ; whieh was not inaug­
urated in tlie United States until that 
country had 70,000.00 population and 
u postal revenue of over $80,000,000 a 
year. In this matter we in Canada 

salaries to postmasters from $12 to must cut our coat according to our 
$35, the service in Canada has never- cloth. For some time,’ as announced 
theless been extended by the Liberal by Mr. Lemieux, the officers of tin-

post office department have been 
studying thé main features of rural

IN THE “PROTECTIONIST” ZONE.

The Mail and Empire says tlie peo­
ple of Galt want the “return of the 
Conservative policy of protection and 
prosperity,”

Now, what tariff policy do the Op­
position stand for?

government siqce 1896:-
Number of Post Offices.

1896....................................... .. .. 9,103
1908 ...................................................... 11,823

free delivery as operated in the Un­
ited States, with a view to the pos­
sible introduction of a scheme in ae-

Increase......................................... 2.729 ’ «"dance with our revenue, popula-
Percentage of increase .. .. 30 , tl0,n ,an,' Physical conditions, it is

Money Order and Postal Note Offices, "atisfaetory to know that in maugur- 
jgrrçj " lj31o I ating this service the government ha
1908 9 637 “ postal- surplus ror the past year of 

___| over a million dollars to come and

But, snv the critics, the
instance of gros; negligence of pub- buyers sold their contract for an lin-

PREMIER McBRIDE’S ENVOY.
Ottawa Free Press—It is announc­

ed by the Toronto News that the 
premier of British Columbia, Hon. ! 
Richard McBride, has decided that 
bis daily meetings in support of the 
seven Conservative candidates in his 
own province will be of more service 
to the success of Mr. Borden than 
to spend two weeks on the train in 
order to take part in the Ontario meet­
ings. He lias accordingly sent as 
his substitute, Hon. W’. J. Bowser, 
K.C, the attorney general.

This is the same Mr. Bowser who 
stands convicted -by the public records 
of having, while publicly carrying on 
an agitation in Vancouver against the 
immigration of Japanese, acted as tlie 
attorney for a Japanese company in 
the preparation Sf a contract for the 
importation of coolies to be employed 
by the Canadian Pacific Railway com­
pany.

And, worse than that, lie was the 
author of the so-called Natal Act of 
British Columbia of last year, where­
in tlfe timely omission of the word 
“not” made legal the admission of 
the very eoolic immigration which 
Mr. Bowser was publicly opposing.

| The Victoria Times puts the case 
none too strongly when it says :—

“Mr. Bowser is already funking, and 
fearing to face tlie Gotch Japanese 
charges, he is about to take unto him­
self the wings of the morning and 

! fly to the uttermost parts of the Do­
minion to avoid meeting Mr. Duncan 
Ross on the platform and dispute the 
validity of his own signature. If ever 
a public man’s reputation trembled in 
the -balance it is Mr. Bowser’s. If ever

Increase......................................... 8,327 :
Percentage of increase.............. 636;

Post Office Savings Banks.
1896 ................................................ .... 7551
1608 ......................‘............................ 1,084

go on.

Increase 
Percentage of increase..

329
43

THE LAST NORTH.J Toronto Star—The city of Edmonton 
| is fortunate in having a board of ira;li>

Total Miles of Annual Travel of Mails j any in Canada. Optimism is common 
1896 ............................................... 30,551,683 i enough in the west. It is as natural
1908 ................................... . .. 43,986,149 | as the rejoincing of a young man in liis

Increase ÏF343 466 *b"ength’ 11 is thc inevitablp result
Percentage of increase !' ’ 44 , of t,le contemplation of tremendous op-

Number of Letters Carried. | port-unities. We have been uneharit- 
1896 ............ .; ............................  116,028,000 able in our judgment of what we -cal-
1908 .............. ... .. .. .. 396,011,000

Increase................................  279,983,000
Percentage. of increase.. 241

Total of Articles Carried in Mails.
1890 ............................................. 177,178,136
1908 ........ ...................... .

led “spread-eagleism” in tlie United 
States. A hundred years ago tlie Un­
ited States acquired tin- Mississippi 
valley lor a price equivalent to half 
the present assessment of a ward of 
the city of Toronto. The settlement

519,4a2,04j 0f this region produced an expansion 
1 similar to that which we are wUues- 

342,254,909 sing jn Canada today. As the tide -if 
190 migration rolled still farther west- 
hy, ward, hope rose still higher. Some of

Increase.............. .................
Percentage of increase..

Amount of Money Transmitted
Money Orders and Postal Notes. 1 tile dreams were realized; from some

•• • •......................................$13,081,860 there was a rude awakening. In our
1908 .. . . .........   55,284,595 own joyous youth we ought to recall

witli sympathy the youthful dreams 
■ ■ 42,202,735 and aspirations of another nation ;

.323 and to regard its faults- and errors 
in Savings not with scorn, but with the feeling 

! that difficulties lie in our own path. 
126,442 and that great opportunities bring 

with them great responsibilities.
------------- - | In Edmonton you find not only tin-

increase .. . ............................... 39,248 natural optimism of youth and
Percentage of increase .. .. 31 strength, but a recognition of the re-

Financial Results. I sponsibility arising out of a unique
1896 deficit..................................$ 781,152 position. Edmonton is now.the north-
1908 surplus.. .. .. ........  .. 1,101,827, western terminus of two railways, and

' | will soon be the northwestern ter-
Making financial improve- I minus of three. It is the most north-

ment of .................................  1,882,979, erly city, of Canada, leaving eut of
The above figures show that the ad- ' consideration the Yukon territory,and

Increase .........................
Percentage of increase 

Number of Depositors 
Banks.

1896 ......................... ..
1908 .. ...................................... ". ., 165,690

,,,,,,, T ! a public man owed a duty to his con- ministration of the nost office de-nart- tbe starting point for the develop-
iic interest since, both in the £as«. ( mensc profit. Well, the Irrigation j atituency or the province at large by ment, while keeping pace with the ment °* the Peace River country,
find the West. Now, if this deal was Act is still on tire statute books. There j at least trying to refute the damaging general nrotrress of the eonnt.rv. has From this city those who like the lo­

in | remain immense areas unproductive j accusation

more money left- in their pockets than 
if they bought them at home—enough 
more to make it.worth,their while to 
purchase abroad and to counterbal­
ance their inherent preference for 
buying at home.

7
No Government can increase the 

burden of taxation by reducing the 
tariff, however much the income from 
the tariff may be increased by doing 
it. People do not have to pay duty. 
Every dollar they pay through the 
tariff is a witness that they are saving 
money by buying abroad. If they pay- 
more dollars under a low than a high 
tariff this simply mean*that they are 
saving money* under tlie low tariff and 
because it is a low tariff. A Govern­
ment cannot increase the proceeds ni 
taxation that go hifoTthe treasury by 
raising the duties though they may
thus increase, and usually do thus in-

,, , , __,, . _ .. 1

where a . jtoarassa .candidate was in
the field. In almost every constitu­
ency there was eitlicç a Conservative 
or a Bourassa candidate. Opposition 
members, ol Parliament spent weeks 
campaigning for Mr. Bourassa and his 
supporters—but they made no such 
sacrifices for their own Provincial 
party men. The party leader went 
down in tlie melee, Jbut he was un­
wept and unsung. The election of

wrong in Toronto it was .wrong 
Medicine Hat. If it was an outrage 
in the Maritime Provinces it was an

of having -allowed a bill
for want of water. There are in tlie to, b" «° altl'rpd ai\to mak? lawfa] 

, ,, ,, I what tlie province demanded shouldparty of the critics many gentlemen lw ma(k lawful, and of having 
outrage on the people of the Medicine who have shown both tlie inclination drawn a contract with a Japanese lab- 
Hat district. If it was a sacrifice of and skill to moke money out of Western ' or mail for the importation of coolies, 
public interests in Etlmonton it was lands. Why do npt these gentlemen ' while on the platform he denounced 
a sacrifice of public interests in Medi-. apply -for an are* under a precisely j S/^Tnd ’ ytf awa^on

cine Hat. If anybody was injured, or i similar contract to that c/f tlie South* the pretence that Mr. Borden wants 
could be or will be Injured, by or j ern Alberta Lend Co.? Has Mr. Fos-jhi's help ”
because of what the contract did oiri tor lost his ability jtp see a chance to 
did not do, the people injured or to1 
tie injured are the people of Medicine 
Hat.- Y’et before them the gentlemen 
who hold up the contract as an oqt- 
rk|o ;fi every othtr'section of Câri'adti 
have nothing to say about it. Tin; 
place to tnresh qut pf the Robbins 
deal is Medicine Hat, yet the only 
place it was not ventilated by the Cri­
tics was Medicine Hat; and, the o'fily.
Conservative member or would-be. 
member who has touched upon it 
there declares he approves of it, de­
clares so when tile interests Of his 
pocket book, his campaign and hie 
party all urge him to condemn it if he 
can find ground to do so.

THE POSTAL RECORD.make a turn? Has Mr, Fowler lost 
his persuasion that he cannot gut j Winnipeg Free Press—Tlie postal 
Mackenzie and Mtt¥ih to back him in ' ervice of the country may be rightly

lit-V<1>-V___i:, I - -* ftiritV’ He should Ascribed as coming home more close-a venture'’of this’
be iis
contracts as sa ty rutile. Yet he does.; 0; tlie public services. There is no 
not taka the chance. Why this reti- i better , test/of - the great development 
cence? If there are millions in the.0*, the Dominion during the past de- 
business, why are these gentlemen cade lhan tl,e ^pension of the postal 
not after them? ' --

Is this the course of candor? If Mr. 
Borden thought the bargain an out-

crease, the burden borne’ by tlie pub­
lic. Mr. Foster has said'many incor­
rect things. He said u correct one 
when he declared the purpose and 
effect «JE a protective tariff was to in- 
cren-c the prices of hojne manufac­
tures. Under a high tariff a Govern­
ment cannot, force people to pay more 
taxes, but it can and does force them 
to either pay more taxes or pay more 
for the home-made article. A Govern­
ment cannot therefore, increase the 
taxation which goe/ into the public 
chest by raising the tariff though they 
do increase the burden borne by the 
people. The people pay more, but the, 
‘"more” does not go into the treasury 
oi the country. Ii goes mainly into 
the pockets of tile manufacturers who 
by reason of the higher tariff raise the 
prices of their goods.

Mr. Bourassa and Mr. Lave.rgne was | Age in Ottawa why did he not dr. 
hailed in the party press in Ontario ' some thinking about it in Med"-me 
ayn party ,triumph.

What did all this mean? Simply 
that the party as a party gave up all 
hope of being able to capture Quebec

Hat? If he considered it a yoke about 
thc necks of the future cultivators -f 
the land why" did lie not tell them bo? 
If Mr. Ames thought this so bad a

:n--under their own colors, and adopted | bargain that lie must preach -ts 
the. expedient of trying to creep into quittes in Nova Scotia, why did lie not 
power there behind the coat-tails of think along the same 'ine before rh ■ 
Mr. Bourassa. They prevented party j men who are on the g.ound?- lb' 
men entering the field in opposition , silence of the.se gentlemen in Mcdicin 1 
to his supporters, they took the stump | Hat is more convincing than their 
for his followers, they ‘ applauded his . arguments elsewhere. Statements that 
election as a “substantial gain.” cannot be advanced or dare not be

Bourassism is the, name of Québec J advanced against a transaction in the 
Conservatism. The political position I district affected by it arc no argu- 
Mr. Bourassa holds and whatever meats at all, and thc men using them
prestige it attaches to him lie owes to 
th<f Ottawa Opposition. Naturally the 
"whole force of tlie Nationalist party 
“is directed against the Liberal nom- 
“inee”—and every Liberal nominee 
where that party has any force to 
direct. That is its business in life.
That is the quid pro quo its leader 
pays for the assistance of Opposition 
election managers and speakers in 
the campaign, and for the quiet sub­
mergence of Conservative candidates, minion an Irrigation Act, empowering 

The Opposition are welcome to any the Government to sell land which

are stooping to a species of decepV ,n 
whieh dote little credit to their con­
ception of public intelligence. The 
public, they assume, do not know, 
therefore they tell them half tlie 
facts. Where all the facts are known 
they arc silent. Their silence is au­
dible.

For ten years or more there lias 
been on tlie statute books of the Do-

' Extremes exhibit tendencies. Sup­
pose the tariff which Mr. Foster op­
poses and that which he advocates 
were carried to the extreme, what 
would lie the result? Suppose the 
low tariff of the present Government 
were carried to its extreme—-free trade.
Would the burden of tariff taxation be 
increased or reduced? Suiqvose high 
protection were carried to its extreme 
—a prohibitive tariff. Manifestly the 
taxation which went into the pijU-ic 
treasury would be decreased because 
there would be no imports and hence 
no income to the treasury At all. But 
would the burden borne by the public 
be reduced?- According to Mr. Foster 
when the tariff is raised prices are ( 
raised too. Then if the tariff were Medicine Hat.

pleasure or profit they may get out of 
the. society of the Nationalists. But 
they must assume responsibility for 
fhemi What Mr. Bourassa arid his 
empire-hating associates declare ill 
Quebec the Conservative party must 
ahswer for in every other Province 
of the Dominion. This combination 
of tlie party whose motto has been 
Imperialism with the party liorn from 
hostility jo Imperialism promises, to 
produce some remarkable situations. 
If the Conservative party at large do 
not relish the situations they may 
credit the party mis-managers who 
extinguished Quebec Conservatism to 
open tlie way for Nationalism.

MR. MAGRATH VERSUS MR. AMES 
ET AL

Mr. C. A. Magrath, Conservative 
candidate in the constituency ol

_ , . told an audience in
nmiTc' ^tolilbilivej prices woiild 'sont flia't "city "tliâl ÎI a inf-ftiber’of PaHih-

requiree irrigation to- whoever wants 
it. on condition that tlie purchaser 
spend an amount equal to two dollars 
per acre iriT'Utttng water on the land. 
The priée of thé land from the Gov­
ernment is one-dollar per acre. No 
adverse criticism lias been offered to 
this Act. Tlie policy embodied in it 
therefore has the unqualified approval 
of the Opposition as .well us of the 
Government. Ort the policy and the 
legal embofliinant of tin- policy there 
is .and has been no divergence.

Under this Act and by virtue of its 
authority tracts have been sold to va­
rious parties. One of these was thc 
Alberta Railway and Irrigation Com­
pany. who purchased 500,000 acres. 
Another was the Southern Alberta 
Land Co., or thé Robbins Co., who 
purchased 380,009 acres. The price 
paid lor the land in the two cases 
Was the same. Tin- obligations as to

THE TROUBLES OF AN AUTHOR.
•nr • .

Mr. J. S. Will-teen is trying or 
threatening to invoke the copyright 
law to prevent Liberal journals quot­
ing extracts- from his “Life of Lau­
rier.” It is exasperating no doubt to 
have tiie Toronto News’ smooth plaus­
ibilities about the advantages of a 
Hainan's Gallows tariff rudely dis­
turbed by a paragraph like this from 
the pen of its editor :

“It is vain to expect general agree- 
“ment as to the results oi the ope'-'3* 
“lion of protection '.a Canada. But 
“tlie fact stands that under tlie pro- 
“tectionist system our rate of progress 
“was thc most unsatisfactory in all 
“our history, aud that tlie sounding 
"prophecies of industrial prosperity 
“arid national growtli which filled the 
“mouth of politicians by whom thc 
"system was imposed upon tlie coun- 
“try, had imperfect and inadequate, 
“realization.”

A man named David many centur­
ies ago longed that his “enemy would 
write u book.” Mr. Willisun no doubt 
feels capable of writing an exposition 
of that particular passage by this time, 
ndorned with incidents of personal ex­
perience.

The Ottawa Citizcn( Conservative) 
puts it this way: “Editor Willison’s 
Tines have not only fallen ill unplca- 
“sant places but they seem to be bad- 
“ly cro.sed. Not long ago he was a 
“Liberal of the Liberals ; then he was 
“an independent of the independents, 
“and. just recently, he has become a 
“Tory of the Tories. In the Roblin- 
“Macdonald mix-up lie is being called 
“upon to vindicate tlie Glpbe against 
“the Conservative Premier; in his In­
dependent capacity his utterances 
"against the Conservatives are. being 
“used as campaign literature in 
“North Toronto ; and in his Conserva- 
“tive capacity he is endeavoring to 
“suppress the publication of iris In­
dependent utterances by taking ac- 
“tion under the Copyright Act. As a 
"journalist with a big J we regret to 
“report that Mr. Willison is not mak- 
“ing much of a fist of it.”

general progress of the country, has . .
been characterized by unusual care ™al^co 1)1 travel may go by stage and 
and good business methods. 1 i°aîi,*°t *“e -ri'jhc ocean, travelling

by the famous Mackenzie river. *.r- 
In regard to tlie free rural mail de- great regions watered by the , ear 

livery which Mr. Lemieux announced river. Great Slave lake, and Great 
at Niagara Falls as a/x>ut to be in- ( Bear lake, once known only to-a few 
augurated, he explained that a moder- ! hardy explorers and traders', may now 
ate form of that service has been be reached in comparative comfort by 
planned, which will utilize tlie exist- j those who are not afraid of the ordin- 
ing postal machinery,and, let us hope, ary hardships of travel outside the 
not prove too costly. With the pres-1 railway lines. The Edmonton board 
ent average density oi population in i of trade publishes a book containing 
Canada and the present financial re- : maps and carefully prepared sclied- 
sources of the country, free rural de- | ules of the different routes, stages, 
livery on the basis of tlie system in boats, and stoppinig places, with the
ti,.. TTT Qén ^ V- . .,1.. i.. 1  — a.   .- . * 1 I • ..., .

THE DIFFERENCE.

“Ladies, have you ever been at 
quilting party? If you have, you will 
know that while some women get their 
frames full when the breaking up 
time comes, others ouly have done 

| some part ; and when you ask “why”

In no year in the history of the Con­
servative government which held office 
from 1878 to 1896 did the post office 
department have a surplus. In 1896 
there was a deficit of $781,152. Since 
1903,under Liberal administration, the 
post office has produced a surplus 
every year. Last year this surplus 
amounted to $1,100,000, the grand total 
since 1903 being $4,282,219.

In reviewing the postal development 
since the Liberal government took of­
fice the present postmaster general, 
Mr. Lemieux, .said in his speech at 
Niagara Falls : “I take no credit for 
this surplus. It is due to the master 
hand ol my predecessor, Sir William 
Mulock, one of the most public-spirit­
ed men this country lias ever pro­
duced. I am only following in his 
footsteps. And, mark well, this mag­
nificent surplus lias coincided witli a 
substantial increase in tlie salaries 
of the postmasters, with a large in­
crease. in the number of post offices, 
with an enormous addition in the 
mail service, and last, .but not least, 
with a reduction in the postal rates.”

Mr. Lemieux is entitled to the cred­
it of having proved himself a worthy 
successor of Sir William Mulock. Tim 
reduction of the drop rate in cities 
from two cents to one cent, made, in 
the closing days of tlie recent session 
of parliament, is tlie latest in a long 
series ot reductions in postal charges 
—that is in taxation of the people for 
public service rendered—mad6 since 
the Liberal government took office.

Tlie inland letter rate was reduced 
from three cents to two cents.

The letter rate from Canada to the 
United States was reduced from three 
cents to two cents.

Tlie letter rate from Canada to Great 
Britain, and to every portion of thc 
British empire, has been reduced from 
five cents to two cents. *

The rate on Canadian newspapers 
and periodicals sent from publishers 
ill Canada to subscribers in Great 
Britain and other parts of The British 
empire lias been reduced from eight 
cents per pound to one-quarter of oue 
cent iicr pound.

The .rate on newspapers and peri­
odicals sent by the général public in 
Canada to Great Britain and parts of 
tlie British empire has been reduced 
irom eight cents per pound to four 
cents per pound, or 60 per cent.

And correspondingly, last year Mr. 
Lemieux was able to obtain from the 
British postmaster general a reduc­
tion in the rate of postage on British 
magazines and newspapers coming jo 
Canada from eight cents per pound 
to two cents per pound.-

Speaking of these two last men­
tioned reductions, Mr. Lemieux said 
at Niagara Falls : “I claim that both 
these reductions have already been 
abundantly justified. .The Canadian 

8 reduction lias been a means of mak­
ing Canada better known, and of at­
tracting population, wealth and in­
dustries. On the other hand, the in­
tellectual preference has promoted 
throughout the length and breadth 
of Canada a true spirit of loyalty and

tiie United States is absolutely out 
of the question. In Canada the area 
to be served is as great as in the Un­
ited States. but the United States has 
a population of 83.000,000, against 
Canada’s 6.000,000, and a postal rev­
enue of $183.000.00 annually against 
Canada’s $9,000,000. In other words
there is in the United States a popu-1 of its youthful romance 
lation fourteen times as great as ours, | quickly. The shriek of the locomo- 
and a postal revenue twenty times | live will soon be heard far to tin 
as great, to bear the cost of free rural. north of Edmonton.

prices of accommodation. Those who 
are interested in the development of 
Canada, as well as those who aie tired 
of the old paths of travel and crave 
new sensations, will do well to com­
municate with the Edmonton board 
of trade. The west will grow old, and 
those who wish to enjoy what is left 

must act

OPEN THE BAY!
“Open the Bay” is a poem which was written years agp by Charles Muir, at 

present a resident of Lethbridge. It was first published in a Prince Albert paper 
in 1883, twenty-five years ago.

“Tlie navigation of Hudson’s Strait is impracticable/’—En lightened Hudson’s 
Bay Company Trader from Ungava.

“The Hudson's Bay route is a chimera.“—Patriotic Toronto Newspaper.

Open the Bay, which o’er th? Northland broods,
Dumb, yet in labour with a nvghty fate ! •

Open tlie Bay ! Humanity intrudes,
And gropes, prophetic, round its solitudes.

In eager thought, and will n-> longer wait.

Open the Bay which Cabot first espied 
In days when tiny bark and pinnace bore 

Stout pilots ahd brave captains true and tried—
Those dauntless souls who battled, far and wide.

With wind aud wave in the great days of yore.

Open the Bay which Hudson—-doubly crowned 
By fame—to science and to history gave.

This was his limit, this his utmost bound—
Here, all unwittingly, he sailed vand found, *

At once, a path of empire and a grave.

Open the Bay ! What cared that seaman grim 
lor towering iceberg or the crashing floe?

Ho sped at noonday or at midnight dim,
A man ! and, hence, there u as a way for him,

And where he Avcnt a thousand ships can go. 4

Open tlio Bay ! tlie myriad prairies call ;
Let homesteads rise and comforts multiply ; - 

(live to the. world the shortest: route of ail.
Let justice triumph though tlia heavens should fall !

This is the voice of reason—manhood’s cry.

Open the Bay ! Who are they tliSt say “No”?
AN lio locks, the portals? Nature? She resigned 

Her icy reign, her stubborn frost and snçm',
Her sovereign sway and sceptre, long ago.

To sturdy maimood and the master, Mind !

Not these the foe ! Not Nature, who is fain 
When earnest hearts an earnest end pursue ;

But man’s old selfishness and greed of gain ;
These ancient bleeders of earth’s sin and pain —

These are the thieves who steal the Nation’s due!

Such are the heirs of traders Gillam led—
Such Avere they in the past, Avith souls obtuse 

When duty called—who, vecrent, and dead 
To England’s honour, hung the craven head,

And struck the BHtish flag to La Perouse.

And such are they who, in tlieir Eastern place,
Say, “It is folly and the. purpose vain V*

The carrier and the shallow huckster’s race—
Theirs are the hands, not Nature’s, which efface,

And seal the public good for private gain.

Open the Bay ! Let Earth’s poor people in!
A\ hat though the selfish interests lie and flout—

Open the Inlet ! Let them groAvl and grin.
And PoAver still hobnob with them in tlieir sin—

Humanity, their master, is about !

It looks abroad, and with purged vision sees 
Alan s wily nature bared, not overcast ; f 

It comes to scatter to the winds his pleas,
His privileges and bland accessories.

And with strong arm right the wronged land at last.

i

THE MARINE DEPARTME
Hamilton Times.

Tlie appointment of tire voyaj 
mission oi inquiry into the 
and fisheries department was 
4lie fortunate acts of the {rover! 
in the last, session oi parliamenl 
department had become so ovl 
with slander and misrepresenl 
that the public was beginning tf 
ceive of it as some infernal 1114 
of graft and corruption—useles 
ept and unprofitable. Tiie reel 
the commissioner’s investigation 
far, has been a gradual lifting 
fog, which has obscured the re| 
ings of the department, and, 
light of truth has struck upon a| 
here and there along the long I 
line of the department’s opera! 
it revealed merit instead of wort!

■ ness, profit instead of .unprofiil 
ness, and usefulness instead ot| 
lessness. -

The fog which jibs cured tiie I 
work of tlie department was ai 
halation from the mind of the 1 
George E. Foster. He was oncil 
minister in charge of the départi! 
and he was conscious, no doubl 
the merit of the results which! 
been achieved ; he jjaw. no doubtf 
changes that had taken place 
his own time, and lie knew tin 
ernment would he taking credi| 
having made them. So lie ro­
te divert attention from tlie aell 
inents of tlie government by at! 
ing the reputations of tlie menf 
mediately responsible for them ;1 

- he so fully charged the air with|
• picion and calumny that.1 for 
years, the whole department 

■ every one connected" with it wen 
der; a cloud. The alleged corrujl 
oi the marine and fisheries del 
ment settled down into an artief 
faith, and the civil service coni 
sionere, coining along, caught tlnj 
fection, arid begari to read tiie 
of the department - with suspiciol 
their hearts and a resolve to coma 
its condemnation. This is provecl 
their assumption that the mini 
agreed to a recommendation that! 
price of a contract for coal shoulq 
raised, because tlie contractor 
plained that the prie? in tlie cont| 
was below cost. Whereas, the 
was that the minister ordered 
the contractor be compelled to su]| 
the coat at thc price at which lie 
tracted, and the contractor had tj 
it.

The other instance on which tl 
condemned the business methods? 
the department was a certain nurcij 
of flour by the agent at Quebec, 
officers in Ottawa having had ol 
aion to question the. price, wrote 1 
ail explanation/ A long correspol 
•cnee took place between the aceoig 
ant’s_branch of the department 
file agent, and tile account was ofl 
ally inquired into to ascertain whetl 
the price asked was ‘fair and jJ 
Every precaution was taken to tl 
no more than a fair and just p* 
should be paid: The commission! 
however, cited this as an instance] 
carelessness, and wrongly stated tf 
the account was inquired into at 
instance of the auditor general, 
fact was that it was inquired into I 
the initiative oi the department ‘ 
self. The, auditor general -had 
seen the account, and had noth! 
to ‘df> with the inquiry.

These are the only matters in wh I 
they attempted to back up their op] 
ions, and they were astray of 
facts in both. The misconception I 
the methods and work of the depa] 
merit continued throughout the 
port, and they condemned wholes 
the work of the lighthouse boa J 
composed of the four senior officii 
of the department, Hugh A. Allan,! 
the Allan line of steamships, al 
Capt. W. J. Troupe, manager of t] 
Canadian Pacific steamship - linl 
British Columbia. The commissirl 
ers stated that the formation of tl 
board and the appointment of a col 
missioner of lights had -been a ml 
unfortunate departure, so far as tl 
efficiency of this special work was col 
cerned, and certainly, had not add! 

/to the general efficiency of the marij 
and fisheries department-

T. Robb, secretary of the sliippij 
confederation, told Royal Commissiol 
er Cassels on September 2 that 
1900 tlie shipping trade and the shil 
ping interests, were all leaving Cal 
ad a and going to United States port] 

^011 account of the dangers to tiavig) 
tion and the extra insurance chargiT 
by marine insurance companies. Til 
channel needed dredging and mol 
lights. Ships were delayed eigl] 
hours waiting for the tide, and coul 
not proceed in tlie darkness." Tif 
channel is now deep enough for til 
largest ships and the improved iigli] 
ing lias rendered it safe to proceed-,] 
night, tlie buoy service on the Si 
Lawrence being the finest in the worll 

, Tiie tendency to leave Canadian ai| 
go to United States ports has her 
stopped and a reverse movement hi 
set in, steamships at the Unite! 
States ports finding that there is mf 
the grain freight there used to bl 
because the American railways cat! 
not compete with the all-water St] 
Lawrence route from Fort William] 
This was shown by a memorial rif 
cently addressed by the Boston an I 
New Y'ovk steam service to the Trun] 
Line association, praying for lowel 
railway rates, because New Y'ork, Bel 
ton and Baltimore were now in- tli| 
position of having to wait until Moi] 
treal was served, the freight ratés 
ing upwards of two cents a bushel i| 
favor of Montreal.

The civil service commisioners ni 
t-iiiuated that the departmental mens 
hers of the board acted under politf 
cal pressure and influence, and tha| 
the unofficial members only looke 
alter tlieir own interests. Against till 
former may be set the statement 1 
Mr. Robb that the pilot service wal 
"now free from anything in the sliapl 
of political influence ; inebriety haf 
been stamped out. and the pilotas 
system was much improved. Till 
latter-part of the insinuations is, cot] 
tradicted by Mr. Hugh Allan himself] 
who told the royal commissioner thaï 
there were fifteen different steamshiji 
lines using the St. Lawrence, and| 
what would benefit one would bene 
fit. all equally. “I would defy any 
body,” he said, indignantly, “to "bring 
up any item that has been pas 
by that board that was in the inter! 
ests of tin shipping and against tlnj 
interests of the country."

Tin- civil service commissioners de


