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The Recall in Seattle
Continued from Page 7

citizens. He paid no attention to the 
repeated requests that fie remove Wnppcn- 
gtein and clear the city of promiscuous 
vice. Instead of taking steps to crush 
these evils, Gill attempted to establish 
them permanently. There was formed 
a corporation known as the “ Hillside 
Improvement Company, the leading 
spirits in which were Gerald, Ttippcr, 
and other great captains of the under­
world. The company purchased several 
acres of land in an outlying section, in 
the neighborhood of a large brewery. 
Hcrey under the protect ion of the ( i ill 
administration, was to be established 

. the new restricted district. The cor­
poration actually built, at considerable 
expense, a huge “crib house” containing 
two hundred and fifty rooms. Stock in 
this enterprise \vai> openly peddled around 
Seattle, and it was generally regarded 
as an excellent investment, 'litis enor­
mous structure stands there to-day at 
the foot of the hill, cheerless, dark, un­
tenanted, in full view of arriving.visitors 
a monument to the leading ideas of the 
(iill administration.

The “ Recall ” Petition Starts
For, before it could be opened, certain 

things had happened. A Public Welfare 
League bad been organized, and bad 
obtained injunctions closing up the old
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restricted district and forbidding the 
opening of the new one. And now a 
small army of volunteers began calling 
at the homes and offices and business 
establishments of Seattle, requesting 
signatures to "A Petition for the Recall 
of Mayor Hiram < " (Jill," specifying in 
detail the reasons for this drastic step.
I he petition signed by 10,701 male voters, 
demanding, under the terms of the Seattle 
charter, an election to decide whether 
Hiram < '. (iill should retain his .office 
a> Mayor, was deposited on Deo. 40.

I lie several forces opposed to (iill 
selected, as their candidate, Mr. George 
NN . Rilling, a prominent real-estate man. 
Rilling had served one term creditably 
in the Washington legislature, and en­
joyed un excellent reputation for business 
honor and clean living, lie had figured 
little in politics, had aroused no political 
antagonisms, and thus was an excellent" 
candidate, about whom all tin* enemies 
of the (• ill ideas could rally. Tin* cam­
paign that followed lasted only about 
thirty days.

Women Take Part in the Campaign
Since Hiram Gill's election in March, 

UH0, one fur-reaching change had taken 
place in the political situation in Seattle. 
In the November election of 1910 the 
voters bad adopted a constitutional 
amendment giving tin* franchise to women.
I he Recall election, therefore, furnished 
the State of Washington ils first, op­
portunity of testing the workings of this 
experiment. Naturally, this election pre­
sented an issue that made a powerful 

i appeal to women voters. The politicians 
w ho supported (iill, realizing this, made 

I all possible efforts to have the Recall 
I election take place before the women 
j could legally qualify to vote. In this, 

of course, they did not succeed. A 
Woman’s Rilling Canipaigii Tteud<jliurters 

! was opened next door to a similiur head­
quarters for the men.

I he women workers penctraJLed every­
where. Their campaign committee divid- 

j ed the city into districts and assigned 
, districts to stipulated "workers.” They 
1 made house-to-house canvasses, dragged 

forth the frequently reluctant mothers 
anil daughters of Seattle, and personally 
conducted them to the registration booths.
“ Red-Ught ” Women in the Campaign

And when the (iill forces saw that the 
I filling committees were pressing women 

i into service, they proceeded to follow 
their example. They handled their wo- 

1 men allies in much the same way as 
Tammany Hall in New York herds its 
miscellaneous crowds of yagrants on 
election day. The ” red-light ” leaders 
brought to the registration booths auto­
mobiles filled with prostitutes. Many 
were aliens, particularly the French­
women, and few of the others had lived 
in Seattle long enough to acquire a voting 
residence. Like Turn many Hall, however, 
Hieir leaders did not hesitate to Register 
them. And just as Tammany imports 
trainloads of tramps and loafers from 
Philadelphia and other towns and “colon­
izes” them on the Bowery, so the Seattle 
” red-light” captains brought, dissolute 

I women from Tacoma. Portland, Van­
couver, and installed them in the lodging- 
houses of the restricted district.

Women at the Polls
On election day the most picturesque* ^ 

figures were the women watche rs stationed 
at the polls. They handed out cards 
to all corners : ‘Vote for Rilling and
decency.” Almost twenty-two thousand 
women voted perhaps half the* number 
of eligible*, against almost thirty-six 
thousand men. A large majority of 
these women unquestionably voted for 
Rilling. There were many women, how­
ever, who cast their first ballots for Hiram 
(lill.. All the wome n e,f t he* restricted 
district, who came up noisily in auto­
mobiles, di«l this as a matter ed course. 
But then* were* other automobiles from 
the* respectable residential sections, filled 
with richly elre*hse*e| wenncii, orna m«*nl i-»l 
with “Voter for Gill” banners. In many 
cases these* w omen sat stiffly oulhide 
while* the ir huskmels we nt into the* booths; 
ill some* cases they t heinse*! ve*N g<it out 
and east their ballots for the te nderloin 
Mayor. When the.* votes wen counted, 
howe* ver, ‘‘Rilling and dee e ne y ” had won 
by a comfortable! majority. Whether 
Rilling would have: wmi had it n«#t been 
for the* women’s votes c an not, of course, 
be* decided. The fact that tie largest 
Rilling majorities came from the- wanis 
where the: increased registration was 
largest- the inereasecl registration, of 
course*, representing the* new women 
voters is one indication that the we,mm
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voters may have been (In* determining 
factor. The SeaItle Recall election must 
be regarded us u triumph for woman's 

^suffrage.
The Seattle Kxodua

Seattle will never forget the influx of 
undesirables I bat followed Mayor Gill’s 
election ill 1910. Neither will it ever 
forget tin* equally memorable outpouring 
t hat followed his recall. Mayor RJliug's 
first official act was to accept the resigna­
tion of VVappeimlein, and to appoint as 
his successor ('aptain Claude Baimiek 
tin* same oflieer whose protest Io Wappen- 
stcin against |froteet.eil vice had been 
met with the suggestion that he “ quit 
his job. " ( 'bief Baimiek is a eleun-euL,

. (all, muscular young man about thirty- 
, live, an ex -foot ball player with a con­
stitutional aversion to the kind of things 
fostered by Wuppeiistein The under­
world promptly acted on the hint of 
Banni» k’s appointment In tin* week 
billowing Rifling’s election, from two to 
three thousand men and women left 
Seattle. The restricted district was con­
gested with wagons carrying away their 
trunks and furniture. The pawn-shops 
were crowded with women pawning their 
jewelry to g«-t the money to leave town. 
Train after train rolled out packed closely 
with emigrants of this type, j'bhire more 
tie- restricted district became qhict and 

• dur k. Out of the uptown cafes and hotels 
the life had apparently gone. Street­

walkers hud almost mysteriously vanished 
from the business sections.

Seattle does not claim that it has 
solved the v4e«* problem. Unquestionably 
it still exists oil a considerable scale. 
VVliat Seattle has done has been to end 
the alliance between these elements and 
the constituted authorities. The people 
now control their government, and the 
vice exploiters have been driven out of 
public life. Vice is not encouraged to 
make its heudouarter* in Seattle; it is not 
even tolerated. And the city now is 
a thoroughly wholesome place in which 
to live. On the new conditions the 
testimony of SO experienced a man as 
Detective William J. Burns is certainly 
valuable. A year ago, says Mr. Burns, 
Seattle was the vilest city in the United 
States. Now, lie adds, it is the < leanest. 
Moreover, the city is not merely satisfied 
with driving out the old gang. It is 
punishing them It has already secured 
a conviction and a penitentiary sentence 
of from three to ten years for Wappen- 
stein. It has indicted on several counts 
practically all the men responsible for 
the recent conditions, and will unquestion­
ably land many in the penitentiary. So 
much the Recall has done for Seattle.

“ lie’s a queer man. Won’t argue about 
the tariff.”

“What’s his reason for not arguing?” 
” Sa Vs he doesn't know anything about 

it ” Pittsburg Post.


