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THE DEBATE ON THE ADDRESS

h from the Throne and the Debate on
TH}EheS I;?i?ress in reply, ?sg_ally affioide :(cin:fa (li{ggaz(;
p ature of legislation and tr
t}flet}}:éoé)r?:)\}fng session of Parliament. Judged by the
% eech, the session of 1914 will prove a lean 01[-,11?'
nging’ Redistribution, which 1s an obhgat(ion % ﬁ
constitution places’ on the Government an bwf ic
1d have been effected last year or the year before,
Shmt} vernment’s programine promises little or pothmg
'thethg nature of vital or constructive legislation. A
l1131ill consolidating the Railway Act and its ameng:
ts is promised, but consolidations are a poor su
st te for new laws. Bills relating to the C_1v11 Service
Sufiu te Trust and Loan Companies are, with the ex-
?:ptio(;l of Bills providing for increased representations

vinces in the Senate, the only other
s \:Infgfmmi;zures promised. The significant
et is that the really important problems
f%tllire’ountry are wholly ignored so far as indication
e ttempt to deal with them by legislation 18
s 23'd The Speech makes mention of business
c0I'}cem(::st;ricted by the financial strmge‘x}cy, but th’l’S
oo zion is referred to as “‘slight” and ‘‘ temporary”’,
;Zs’dmcthe ¢‘poundless resources”’ of Canada are set

forth as the assurance of prosperity and success.

The Two Points of View.

i i :n the face of serious economic con-
ditirgrlxlgsol;fl'loigc? 4 ’tl)I(l)undless resources’” of Canada is at
confession of incapacity and of extravagance on
O}?ceé‘overnment’s part. A country has the right to
{‘ ek to the Government not to its resources for assur-
” of progress and the means of f}xrthermg_ them.
9‘ncesndence on resources means a policy of drift, and
gsepzacriﬁce of future needs to present want of fore-
! ey
SIghEt‘ an?mgg?eﬁe and indifference so palpable, the
Goveg;ment was very rightly taken to task by Sir
Wilfrid Laurier, who, as Leader of the Opposmon moved
the following amendment to the address: '
«We regret to have to represent to_Yl:mr Roy:lr rh-
ness that in the gracious Speech mbth.whxc isy?: ::% : rg:;; s:&
ment, whilst it 18 admitted that business P

S i indication of any intention on the
;ﬁmﬁoﬁ;u{e:;%:::sl:on&ke any steps towards relieving such

a situation.” {
The debate served to further disclose the respec-
tive attitudes of the opposing parties in Parliament.

The Liberal Attitude.

The attitude of the Liberal Party is best expressed
in the words of Sir Wilfrid Laurier. The Government
must act. They cannot afford to remain inactive
like flies on a wheel or, still like logs. The Government
must not remain in power simply to enjoy the sweets
of office and take no responsibility As possible lines
of action, Sir Wilfrid suggested the securing of wider
markets, there was an offer by the United States
which the Government should take advantage of
without delay. Other possible action was to relieve the
farming community of the burden of taxation; yet other
was the removal of combines which exist with respect
to .commodities in the nature of food products and with
respect to transportation on the Great Lakes. Sir
Wilfrid pointed out that between the price paid to the
consumer and that received by the producer there was
a wide margin and stated that it was this margin
which it should be the effort of the Government and
Parliament to reach and cut down. Combines meant
taxation of both producer and consumer. The restric-
tions imposed by the tariff were being used by the
combines to promote their interests, and tariff revision

in the interests of consumers and producers alike
appeared to be nsccessary.

The Conservative Attitude.

Premier Borden’s attitude was characteristic of
that of the Government from the start. It was a
reliance on time rather than action to effect a change
in conditions. Because Canada had survived periods
of depression in the past, the Premier thought the
country would come through all right again. Because
the cost of living had increased elsewhere, and in the
decade preceding his term of office, he saw no reason
why the Government should attempt to deal with this
condition: The Premier however went out of his way
to make it appear that the trusts and combines were
in no way responsible and that a change in the tariff,
was the last remedy to be thought of.

The Minister of Finance was even more emphatie
than the Prime Minister. ‘‘Optimism”, Mr. White
said, ‘‘is the only thing for Canada at the present
time.” He openly combated any change in Customs
tariff which would further a policy of free food or of
wider markets. ‘‘Increased production” he declared,
was the solution of the high cost of living and the way
to effect this was by ‘‘taking agricultural instruction to
the farmer, teaching him as to his soils, as to his grains,
as to his breeds of cattle.”

In a word then, the Liberal attitude is one of
action, involving a readjustment of the tariff, particu-
larly as respects articles which constitute the neces-
saries of existence, or, in other words, the food of the
people, and securing for the farmer wider markets and
relief from the taxation imposed upon him in the pro-
duction of food products, a tariff which will suffice for
revenue, rather than a tariff favoring monopoly and
privilege. The Conservative attitude is one of inac-
tion, of absence of anything in the nature of construc-
tive legislation; in the stead of tariff revision or relief
to the farmer in the form of wider markets or reduced
cost of production, education as to soils, grains and
breeds; as regards all else, the optimistic belief that

Canada will come through all present and future ills on
the strength of her boundless ?esources. jprvte




