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The tollowing is the substance of wlecture delivered
by Thomuas K. Beecher, Congregationad minister. of
Flnora, New York .
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I invite yvon this evening. to view the beauty. the
n~es and the truth that belong to those Christians
among us whoare popululy called Episcopidians. The
Fpiscopal Chureh in Amertea s in fact a continuation
of the Church ot Englod.  As gardeners lay down «
raneh of a vine and stake it tast and cover it till it
takes root, and then cut it off and leave it to grow by
its own roots. <o the Fpiscopal Chureh in this
land was w0 branch of the Church of Kngland, which
was Lud down and rooted, and by onr revolutionary
wir cut off to grow ever since with roots of its own.
“T'he Church i America ditfers from the Chureh ot
Fagland in those matters. chiefly, that must needs
liave been changed beense these States ceased to be
colonies nnd became a nation with ditfering political
constitution.  Instead of king. the churchman in
America says president @ for paliauent. congress. He
needs o prayer quite new for his legislature and
vovernor, for in Kngland there were none such.  But
he drops all mention ot the gunpowder plot. the
martyrdom of Charles 1. the accession and happy
reign of onr sovereign Luly. Queen  Vietoria, and all
other strictly Fnglish events,
Of all Protestant  churches. the Fpiscopad best
deserves the name Retormed.  She preserves so many
of the usages and excellencies ol the Roman Church.
and so few of her errors, that it is quite easy to per-
ceive that <he i< a reformed church. Al other
Protestant charchies scem revolntionary rather than
reformed.  The Reformation in England was more
than two handred vears long. There were no voleanic
o one brilliant fonrth of July day in
Nor was the
religions.

convulsions
which the great reform was prochumed.
Reformation purely  and  disinterestedly
When the Pope Urban Voo 136500 demanded large

ansed himself to be proclaimed supreme head of the
Chureli of England, and to prove that in all these
. steps he ws nite richt. he ¢ 1 an’ "
tempt on all sacred wemorial seasons. Other seets| S8 Ipe wtits UICE Right, I w0y =it ooy spe’s brom

o _ who should dispute or deny the <une. L. Si
are held bound to their founder’s corpse. and show | Thomas More (1534,

0l - Fast Lol " . Rome. hut not yet reformed.
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Ere I8 Tk FASLELL oo Srebs fuiee gn s rieclton| Jdinpelies s vt nion, not a few, were slain for reading

serves our mention: for he translited the New Testa-

Cribb'd. cabin'd, and confined, their|qoctrine. in
strangled and burnt.,
deny, but grow stunted and mean, where no rich- L’tl:)tm:\'.]L“,:;;L_ cume pions and gentle Edwird VE o
They share Ins prejudices and|the throne, and at once the Hower of reform began to
blossom. and the Chureh to <how the teattnres that
) ) ) she wears to-day.
i his gwlt who blasphemously prefer & man-made [1ogsons at Mornisg and Fvening Service ns now. The
liturgy was translated and said in FEnglish.
songs ave ringing in jovons peals © Aveenen, He both the Bread :‘md Wine were given to “".' conmnion
o2 G I ' ‘|people at the Sacrament.  And other reforms and
: purityings were set nfoot.

cnough to introduce these changes, vet <short enough
to keep the Protestants from getting too much head.
Wity
anhappy queen Mary, who strove to bring the realin
of England back to
fires to be kindled tor the good of dissenting souls,

Thus. then, we come to a Church independent of
The Bible was in many
t and talking of it.  \mong these. Wi Tyndale de-
nent into felicitons English, and published much wi<e
consequence  of whieh  he
The King nmmltiphed Bibles,

Bible readers. \fter Heney aond his

The English Bible wie read by

FEdward's reign was a short once o1547-581 0 long

After him came the pious but gloomy and

tome.  She caused persuasive
She did what she could: but she could not undo the
Reformation.  Parliament and the people were too
much for her.  But her opposition kept the refornmer.
from runmng into extravagance and cruelty.  After
Mary came Ehzabeth, who caused Roman Catholics
at one extreme and puritans at the other to fecl her
scorn. and  suffer fineso bmpriconment and  death,
Then came Janes oot Fnglade by whose order
our present  Bible was prepaved andd printed and
aunthorized.  And thus from reign toreton the Chareh
of England came down acquring httle by little her
present  shape. and laying off the cortaption and
unreason of the Roman Church, as then existing and
administered in that rude age. The Prayer Book may
be called substantially complete as we now have it, in
the seventeenth century (16611, Thas this reformed
Church of England filled up nearly three hundred
years in her work of purifying and simplifying.  And
ot all Protestant churches., theretore, she best deserves
the name Reformed.
In this country. the first pansh of this Church was
probably that in Jamestown. Vi, 1606-8. Down
to the revolutionary war. the Ghurch in this Lind wis
under the care of the-bishopk of London. Shortly
after the revolution an application  was made to
Parlizunent to allow an American bishop to he conse-
crated.  But the Puaritans and Presbhyterians opposed
the proposition. and so Mr. Scabury, the candidate,
had to take consecration at the hands of  certain
Scotch  bishops.  But at last, i 1787, Parvliument
allowed the  Archbishop of  Canterbury to conse
rate three bishops for New  York,  Pennsylviania

andd Virgima respectivelv.  Sinee then the holy
mnetion has  not been allowed  to Tl With
piot~ care it has been o propagated. And o the
Fopicoptl Chureh e these Umited  States stand -

to-bov - tealy and reaulardyin the hne ot apostohie
aneco=sion, as the Church of England her<elf,

After this mere outhne of her history, it renvans
that I note some of her excellent uses and bheanties,
1«t. The Fpiscopal Chureh offers for onr n<e the most
venerable liturgy in the English tongne. The de

embalmed and buried in Latin.

votional treasures of the Roman Catholic Chimreh awre
But in Knghsh there

ol ~some extetporising praver mither. Aot vou here
present have been at some time shocked or bored by
public devotional performances. Nothing ot this sort
ever oceurs iu the Fpiscopal Church. Al things aree
done and spoken decently and in order. And so. too,
of permancence and its accumulating worth of holy
association-"no transient observer can  adequately
vadue this treasure of a bivth-right churchman.  To
be using to-day the selt-same words that have through
the conturies declved the faith or made known the
praver of that mighty multitude, who, being now

wits dulyldelivered from the burden of the flesh, are in joy and

felicity. To he baptized in carly infaney, and never
to know @ time when we were not recognized and
welcomed sunone the milhions who have entered by
the same door. To be confirmed in due tie, ina
faith that has sostained a0 noble army of confessors,
approving its worth through persecations and pros-
perities, i strength to the tried, and a chasteniug to
the worldly-nnnded.  To be married by an authority
before which kings and peasants bow  alike, asking
benediction upon the covenant that, without respect
of persons, binds by the same words of duaty, the
highest and  the lowest.  To bring our new-born
children as we were brought, to begin where wo
began, and to grow up to fll our plices. To die in
the faith, and alimost hewr the gospel words soon to
be spoken over one's own grave, as over the thousund
times ten thousand ol them who have slept in Jesus,
In short, to be o devout and consistent churehman,
brings a man through aisles Tragrant with holy associ-
ation, and companied by o long procession of the
good. chanting s they nueh a0 nnison of piety and
hope. until they come to the holy place where shining
sints sing the new song of the redecmed - and they
<sing with them.
Another  excellence 1onote t Sidy The Kpiscopal
Church turmishes (toadl who need such comfort) the
assuranee ofan organie and unbroken unity  and
stucceasion, from Jesus Christ through the Apostles,

by line of anthentic ishops down to bishop Hun

tington of this diocese. King Henry VHT and queen

Flizabeth, with their prochunations and parlinnents,
are <o conspicnons and fill so mueh spaee in the
merely political history of the Knglish Church, that
many able writers deny that the viver of apostolic
suceession so dimmed by them, could ever get around
the dam and How along agnin pure and uncon-
taminated. T eannot decide this guestlon absolutely.
Whit | say s this: The apostohie suceession in the
l‘l])i\('u]):ll‘('hlll'('ll can be traced back so nuiny hun-
dred yewrs into the dim past, that 4t is no shame to
any wan to sy, L belioee at o ctond back 1o Peter,
Danl and John " and he who verily believes that the
ordaining or contirming hand of the bishop of this
diocese is electric with the spiritnal life that proceeds
trom Jesus of Galilee, will find 1t o hand of virtue and
worth.  He who doubts it will find it a hand of form
and cercrmony.  And <o withont stopping to decide
the question whether onr bishop is really e snceessor
of Paul or John. 1 suv that the Episcopal Chureh
atfords <o much evidenee that she hins in her episco.
pite the true succession, that it s no shame to any
common man to believe her. And if he BELIEVES in
hns bishop he will get from him all the benefit that
can come from bishops.  Brethren, many needy souls
are not able to lay hold upon God one by one.  They
cannot approprinte w gospel promise to themselves.
Like Job of old, they swy: 111 hoad called and e hed
ansiwered we, gt wonld | owot belicee that he had hearken-
cd wndo ey o vl 160 Such extreme and
exemplary hunnlity asks for and needs o Charch ark,
and the huble place and privilege of a private
passenger.  The ark of God that shall outride the

sums of money in payient of tribute long i arrear,
Parlizment gave willing ear to the reformer W ickliffe.

are no lessons, gospels. psalms, collects, confessions,

deluge! The Church of Chrst, in which is found
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