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low natural thou tor those m the Chuivh wliieli 

is the hoily ol ( linsl to rejoin■_ to nnike lnyh I’es- 
11va 1 ut Kiister ! The poet says. I do hut sing 
because I must, ' as the lurd trills these spring 
mornings, as the sap lises to meet the sun, as the 
grass Idade shoots up, as the luids form and blos­
som into How,/ so natural is it tor tin Church of 
Jesus to grei t the l .aster dawn with \llelma ' lie 
is risen. To us the centuries between tin rending 
of the tomb and imw , exist n it. So vividlv n ali/.ed 
is the lad that not the Master <u11\ hut our hehwed 
dead are “ risen indeed, that we sing because we 
must from grateful fulness of heart.

Those who rejoice not with iis have upon tln-ir 
chilled souls the ley grip ol a dead mans hand, 
the hand ot one whose •■ blood was \erv snow 
broth" when alive, the hand of the man who thought 
to do better than Jesus was stained with the 
blood of his fellow man ; for Calvin thought to do 
1letter as a Church founder, than Jesus and the 
Apostles, and burnt Servotus to show us how tit 
lie was for the task. I lis clammy grip chills and strai­
tens that Church which above all others casts con­
tempt on all sacred memorial seasons. Other sects 
are held hound to their founder's corpse, and show 
no slight signs of sharing his corruption, for them 
there is no Caster ; rfmil xi-ct* hnn nn ri.siirr<<li<>n 
morn. Men have narrowed their souls by running 
them like mmilten lead into the hard bullet mould 
of a sect. Cribb’d. cabin'd, and confined, their 
spirits spread not in the sun and air of (iod's gar- 
dim, but grow stunted and mean, where no rich­
ness of earth is. They share his prejudices and 
Vmity who founded their society. They share too 
in his guilt who blasphemously prefer a man-made 
to that Catholic and Apostolic Church whose Caster 
songs are ringing in joyous peals “ A i.i.ki.vi \, 11 k 
is Risks !
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who denied the autbo , , ,,| It,,,,,, . :ll,d excii-ed
the nation from payic. ,' - debt. Vtterv.ard- I ;sn 
thw same great man tinisbed a 11 a n-Iat ion ol -lie 
D*tin bible into I'.nglisb. lb wrote tracts for the 
people. He revived pleaching to the people. Ills 
disciples went diligently up and down the land, 
teaching and preaching the truth and the authoi it\ of 

ithe Holy Scriptures. finis, one hundred and lift v 
Veal's hetole laithei was heard 01 a- a re vohl t ioiia I v 
'•«•former . I ô I s . the leaven ol Ihhle reading and 
privât, thinking was at vv oi k among the I n ;li di 

the > ol to VV e I s ot XX le k 1111 e. know u in
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people, 
lli-toi v a ic

•• ////■: rin /{en:

As -i i n r.v v Cos,.in.,, v i ion\i, Mimsth:,

The following is t lie substance of a lecture delivered 
by Tliomas K. lîeeelier. Congregational minister, of 
Id in ira. New York :

“ /,, / illiullur mini fii'iisi fin I. mil Ilnur nun imut/li . // 

il I'll Iii/I I Illlil mil llnm nun ///■>." 1‘l'ov. X \ V li. '1.

I invite you this evening, to view the beauty, the 
Uses and the truth that belong to those Christians 
among us who are popularly called episcopalians. The 
KpiscopalChurch in America is in fact a continuation 
of the Church of Kngland. As gardeners lay down a 
branch of a vine and stake it fast and cover it till it 
takes root, and then cut it olf and leave it to grow by 
its own roots, s,, the episcopal Church in this 
land was a branch of the Church of Kngliind, which 
was laid down and rooted, and by our revolutionary 
war cut off to grow ever since with roots of its own.

/The Church m America differs from the Clmrch of 
Cngland in those matters, chiefly, that must needs 
have been changed because these States ceased to he 
colonies mid became a nation with differing political 
constitution. Instead of king, the churchman in 
America says president : for parliament, congress. He 
needs a prayer quite new for his legislature and 
governor, for in Kngland there were none such. But 
lie drops all mention ot the gunpowder plot, the 
martyrdom of Charles !.. the accession and happy 
reign of our sovereign lady, (pieen X ictoria. and all 
other strictly Knglisli events.

Of nil Protestant churches, the Kpi--vop.il lies' 
deserves the name lietornied. She preserves so many 
of the usages and excellencies ol the liomaii t lmrcli. 
and so few of her errors, that it is quite easy to per 
reive that she is a reformed church. All other 
Protestant eliurelies seem revolutionary rather than 
reformed. The Beformation in Kngland was more 
than two hundred years lung. I here were no volcanic 
convulsions : no one brilliant fourth ot duly day in 
which the great reform was proclaimed. Nor was the 
Itefoi mation purely and disinterestedly religions. 
XX hen the Pope i I'rhan X.. 1 ->(*■>'. demanded large 
sums of money in payment of tribute long in airear, 
Parliament gave willing ear to the reformer XX ickliffe.

bollards, ha v « hi, ni d u ■■ I the 
"allies tu the hi .Imps' list ,>t hcleti, ,1 
known a - the uohle army ot martyrs.

I hiring the reign of llcinv XIII TV! I . (h i 
in Kngland was declared independent of Bom, 
was perhaps the crisis of the Kngli-h iduri 
King I hui v was a man not unlike fanion 
David, in his love of women, his tempestuous pieti 
and intermittent conscientiousness. He was a many 
sided, large patterned mail : a , iddle to all -mal! ,• \ , ,| 
writers ot history. I his euriou - king, hav ing mai ru d 
his brother's widow, by special permission ot the 
Chureh. hy and hv applied to that same ( 'hurvh to 
declare the marriage unlawful : and when the Bi-diop 
of home would not grant this required divorce. 
Henry, the headstrong and hearty, declared it h i i n-, 11. 
married again, laughed at his own excommunication, 
caused himself to he proclaimed supreme head ol the 
Church of Kngland, and to prove that in all these 
steps lie was quite right, lie cut off anv mail's head 
who should dispute or deny the same. ,. ,/. Sii 
Thomas More il.VUi.

Thus. then, we come to a Chureh independent of 
Borne, hut not yet reformed. The Bible was in many 
churches : yet men. not a few. were slain for reading 
it and talking of it. Among these. Win. Tvndale de­
serves our mention : lor lie translated the New Test a 
ment into felicitous Knglish. and published much wl -r 
doctrine, in consequence of which lie was duly 
strangled and burnt. The king multiplied Bibles, 
hut cut off Bilile readers. Aftei Henry and his 
stormy ways, came pious and gentle Kdward X I. to 
the throne, and at once the Mower of reform began to 
blossom, and tile Church to show the tentures that 
she wears to day. The Knglisli Bible w e, read hv 
lessons at Morning and Kveiling Service as now. The 
liturgy was translated and said in Knglish. 
both the Bread and Wine were given to the common 
people at the Sacrament. And other reforms and 
purifyings were set afoot.

Kdward's reign was a short one i h", 17-â.li : long 
enough to introduce these changes, yet, short enough 
to keep the Protestants from getting too much head 
way. After him came the pious hut gloomy and 
unhappy queen Mary, who strove to bring the icali'n 
of Kngland hack to Home. She caused persuasive 
tires to he kindled tor the good of dissenting souls. 
She did what she could : hut she could not undo the 
Reformation. Parliament and the people were too 
much for her. But lier opposition kept the refm met - 
from running into extravaganee and cruelty. After 
Mary came Klizabeth. who caused Roman Catholic- 
at one extreme and puritans at the other to feel her 
scorn, and suffer lines, impri -miment and deat h. 
Then came .lames I. ot Kngland. hv vvlin-e order 
mir present Bible was prepared and piinted and 
authorized. And thus from reign to reign the Chureh 
of Kngland came down acquiring little hv little her 
present shape, and laying oil the corruption and 
unreason of the Roman Church, as then existing and 
administered in that rude age. The Prayer Book may 
he called substantially complete as we now have it. in 
the seventeenth century I l*i<d i. Thus this reformed 
Church of Kngland filled up nearly three hundred 
years in her work of purifying and simplifying. And 
ii! all Protestant eliurelies. therefore, she best deserves 
the name Reformed.

In this country, the first parish of tins Church was 
probably that in Jamestown. Yu.. lUlli-H. Down 
to the revolutionary war. the Church in this land was 
under the care of the hisTiopli of London. Shortly 
after the revolution an application was made to 
Parliament to allow an American bishop to lie conse­
crated. But the Puritans and Presbyte) inns opposed 
the proposition, and so Mr. Seahurv, the candidate, 
had to take consecration at the hands of certain 
Scotch bishops. But at last, in 17h7. Parliament 
allowed the Archbishop of Canterbury tu nuise 
rate three bishops for New York. Pennsylvania 
and Yirginiu respectively. Since then the holy 
unction lias not been allowed to tail. NX itli 
pint!- rare it lias been propagated. And the 
Kp; «opal Church III these I lilted State, stand 
to.,| ,v a truly and legularly in the line ot upo-tohe 
suce,-sion. as the Church ol Kngland herself.

Alter this mere outline of her history, it remain- 
that 1 note some of her excellent uses and beauties. 
I„t. The Kpiseopal Church offers for our use the most 
venerable liturgy in the Knglish tongue. I he de 
votional treasures of the Roman Catholic (/'lmrcli are 
embalmed and buried in Latin. But in Knglish there 
are no lessons, gosjiels. psalms, collects, confessions.

thank-giving-. pi a v e i - m one word, no religious
form-hook that van stand a moment m comparison 
witli the Prayer Book ol the Kpiseopal Chureh 111 the 
two told quality ol i irhncss and age. The proper 
name, because tiiilv , I, -, a i p! i v e. for this Chureh. 
would he ( hull'll of the Pian I Book. Vs i- the wav 
with all other eliurelies. -o lien : the Chinch chain 
pioh- and leader- have main w i-c t lung- to -a v about 
t ho Chureh and her piei ogat n e. But the pious 
multitude that 11 eq lient lie, coin I - in drawn thither 
un "U I v I love ot the pi a v el - a nd pi a is,-, t h, ■ litanies 
and I, --on- ol the Pravei I look. Xml. brethren ,,l 

yveiv naine. I e-itifv v on that, von larelv hen i m an v 
j,hur,-U a p a v el -poketi m Inigh-h. that I- not 
, m, lei >1 e, I to th, Pill, I Book loL Millie nl It - choicest 
I period-. X lid till 1 In I I doubt vvh, ill, I life has ill 
I-tore lot .mV ol v on an uplift -o high. or downfall so 
deep, hut that v on can hud company for v our soul and 

I fitting won Is lot vour lip- among the treasures of this 
i Book ol Common Pi a v,a .
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ni nui Inn.-
-/ .1 llih/im III ;

,1 ,/. h
ol the I I a V el I look and it- Use IV - a eoliseqiieliee 

note ’Jnd. The Kpiseopal ( lmieli preserves a very 
high grade ol dlgmtl . deeeliev . propriety and pci man 
élire in all he i publie otliees. In ileal lv every news- 
pap,a von mav read some limiiv stoi v based upon the 
ignora ii,-,- , a ee, , ut ruât v oi blasphemous familiarity 
ol some extemporising pravei maker. X11 of v on here 
present have been at some time shocked or bored by 

'"■devotional performance-. Nothing of this sort 
ever occurs in the Kpiseopal Chureh. All things aru* 
done and spoken decently and in order. And so. too, 
of permanence and its accumulating worth of holy 
association - no transient observer can adequately 
value this treasure of a birth right churchman. To 
lie using to-day the self-same words that have through 
the centuries declared the faith or made known the 
prayer of that mighty multitude, who. living now 
delivered from the burden of the llesh. are ill joy and 
felicity. To he baptized in early infancy, and never 
to know a time when we were not recognized and 
welcomed among the millions who have entered by 
the same door. To he confirmed in due time, in a 
faith that has sustained a noble army of confessors, 
approving its worth through persecutions and pros­
perities. a strength to the tried, and a chastening to 
the worldly-minded. To lie married hy an authority 
before w hich kings and peasants how alike, asking 
benediction upon the covenant that, without res{iect 
of persons, hinds by the same words of duty, the 
highest and the lowest. To bring our nevvdxirn 
children as we were brought, to begin where we 
began, and to grow up to fill our places. To die in 
the faith, and almost hear the gospel words soon to 
lie spoken ovei one’s own grave, as over the thousand 
times ten thousand ol them who have slept in Jesus. 
In short, to he a devout and consistent churchman, 
brings a man through aisles fragrant with holy associ­
ation. and comp ime,I hi a long procession of the 
good, chanting as they march a unison of piety and 
hope, unt il they rome to the holy place where shilling 
saints sing the new song of the redeemed and they 
sing wit 11 them.

Another excellence I note : Mrd. The Kpiseopal 
Church lurnishes do all who need such comfort) the 
assurance ,il an organic and unbroken unity ami 
succession, from Jesus Christ, through the Apostles, 
hv a line ol authentic bishops down to bishop Hun 
tmgtmi of this diocese. King Henry X III and queen 
Klizabeth, with their proclamations and parliaments, 
are so conspicuous and fill so much space in the 
men'll political history of the Knglish Church, that 
many able writers deny that the river of apostolic 
succession so dammed by them, could ever get around 
the dam and Mow along again pure and uncoil- 
taminated. I cannot decide this question absolutely. 
What I say is this : The upo-tohe succession in the 
Kpiseopal Chureh « an he traced hack so many hun­
dred years into the dim past, that it is no shame to 
any man to say. “ / Inliiir ii in - ii.inl Innk In /‘rlrr,
I‘iiiil 'nul -lulln and he who verily Ifelieves that the 
ordaining or confirming hand of the bishop of this 
diocese is electric with the spiritual life that proceeds 
I rum Jesus of ( islilee. will find it a hand of virtue and 
worth. He who doubts it will find it a hand of form 
and ceromihiv. And -o without stopping to decide 
the que -ti<m w bethel'our bi.-hop is really a successor 
of Paul or John. I say that the Kpiseopal Church 
affords -o much evidence that she lias in her episco­
pate the true succession, that it is no shame to any 
common man to believe her. And if lie hki.ikvks in 
Ins bishop lie will get from him all the benefit that 
can come from bishop-. Brethren, many needy souls 
are not able to lay hold iqxin (lod one by one. They 
cannot appropriate a gospel promise to themselves. 
Like Job of old, they sav : // / hml nilh-il mnl //• liml
iimnri' il nn. / iiniihl / uni Inlimi• fln/l hr Jniil lii'ili'lii‘11 -
,J nul l uni min ' viii. Hi. Kiieli extreme and 
exemplary humility asks for and needs a Chureh ark, 
and the humble place and privilege of a private 
passenger. The ark of (lod that shall outride the 
deluge ! The Church of Christ, in which is found
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