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Heligious Wiscellanp,
The Sweetest Word.

Oue sweet word of holy meaniog

Cometh to me o'er and o'er,
Aad the echoes of its music

Lisger ever— evermore.
Trust—no other word we utter

Can so sweet and precious be,
Turaing all life's jsrring discords
Iuto heavenly barmony.

Clouds of thickest blackness gathered
O’er my soul's derk sea of sin,
And the port of heaven was gusrded
Frem my guilty entering in ;
Then came Jeosus, walkiog to me
O'cr the surging waves of oin,
Calling clear above the tempest,
“ He that trueteth, heaven shell win."”

Now, throvgh ail the sacred peges,
Where my woe and doom bed been,
Glesm those golden words of prom se,
“ He that trusteth, beaven shall wia.”
Blessed, sure, and blo)d-bought promise,
Let me drink its sweetoess in i
He tbat trusts bis soul to Jesus,
** He that trusteth, beaven eha'l wip.”

Trust—O Saviour ! give i s fulness
To me at thy feet in prayer;
Grant my dying lips 10 breatbe it,
Leave its lingering sweetness there —
Sweetness there, 10 stay the breskiog
_Of the hearts that love me 0 ;
Whispering from my silent coffin,
** Trust the band which !aid me low !

l.oved ones, as ye rear the marble
Pure above my waiting dust,
Grave no cther word upon it
But (he holiest, sweetest —TRrUST ;
For th's parsword koow the aogels,
Guarding at the pearly dcor—
Password 10 His blessed presecce,
Whom | trus' [orever more.
' — Herbert Newbury.

From Taplow to Taunton.

Through the politeness of one of the clerks at
the Taplow BStetion, on the Great Western
Ralway, | wae fortunste enough 1o secure a
seat for my long joursey by the night train of
June 22, 1868, in a compartment where there
were several gentlemen but no smokers.

Until we arrived st Didcot nothing special
oceured, On losing some of my fellow-pas-
sengers | 100k & coruer seat, and found mysell
oppaesite a gentleman of clsesical education and
good position in society, fashionably dressed,
sod evidently desirous of asertaining sometrhing
about bis fellow travelers. Addressing me, Le
said, * have you read “ Foul Play "

I said,* No. What is the subject of it ?”

“ 0, love, " was the reply.

1 intimated that there wes a great desl of
trach sold st the book-stalls under such titles,
to which my friecd st once sgreed, concluding
with “] am not a fast man myself. No, pot
by any mesns—decidedly not fast.”

After awbile be began arking me if I“Was ac-
qusinted with various cburches in London, es-
pecially singling out tbe Ritusl lstic. Oo my
assuring him | had pever been in one of them
Le addressed » gentlemsn on my left. A con-
versation ensued, which brought out from the
latter that he was neitber Hish Church ner Low
Coburch, but medium ; while my opposite neigh-
bour effirmsd thet his notions were * high—yes,
decidealy High Church.,” "1 bad bitherto re-
frained from any expression of opinion, but now
ventured an observstion disapproving of Ritual-
ism, especially, ss respects vesimeats, bowing,
ard -iotoning, when 1 was at once branded asa
Low Churchman.

* It is quite pitisble,” said my friend, * to ob-
serve the carelers apd negligent mode of worsbip
which obtsins amoagyou Low Cburch people.
I am sure our service, as performed by the Rit-
ualists, is very elevating and ennobling ; the
intcning is besutiful, and the whole service at-
sractive ; but yours is quite the reverse, and
you seem to despise the eacraments altogether,

“Now, if you could but eee it, it is quite right

for the priest alone to receive the wne of the
Holy Communion. There is a besutiful signi-
ficance in it which you do not sppreciate.”

© Indeed” said, I ; “ but I thought our Lord
Jesus Cbrist passed the cup to bis disciples, and
said, * Drink ye sll of it.” Aud St. Paul in-
structs all the Corinthian Christians how they
sbould partake of it.

“ laitso P”

 Yes, you will fiod it in the Bible.”

“ 0, I pever read the Bible.”

“ Youdon't! Whynohl" o, .

*- 0, it is such & mystgrjods vahum, far above

"y comprehensiod, sod it so frequently con-

trad cts itsell.”

“ Well, | have read it sll the deys of my life,
sod fod it besatifully plain and simple io all
tbat concerns my salvation ; and as to contra-
dictions, | never met with one.”

. " You Low Church people—"

“ You call me & Low Cburchman, which | am
vot. I am neither High Chureh, Low Chureh,
nor Broad Church.”

” What are you, then ?*’

1 am & Christiao. I bless the Lord thatl
can say God has, for Christ's sske, pardongd, el
my sios, snd shed abroad his love in-my heast.
[ thank him that he has given me the full as-
surance of faith, so that I know that Iame
child of God as surely as 1 have my ticket in my
ban ].“

* How can you tell ttat?’

“ By the infallible word of God, which seys;
““ Ye are all the children of God by faith ja
Christ Jesus ;” and that all thet believe are
justified from all thiogs.” I koow thet I em
saved, because 1, s poor, ruined sinner, bave do;
cepted Christ as my Saviour. I truet im. himu

[ “ I thiok, sir, you are a strong miuded man,”
“ No, sir, | am by Dsature a sinner, desery-
lin' Heill; and it is infinite mercy and grace
| alone that could bave done such great things for
{me. May [ ask, sir do you know your sins are
| forgiven P
; With a deep sigh be said, “ Ah, no; | wigh
1 bad the peace you seem o epjoy ; but |
| must strive more by prayer sud gool works to
| obtain the favor ot God.”
; Then by that means you will never get it!
iGod does not say, “ Pray, and you sball be
saved ; do good works, and you shall be saved,”
But be says, “ Believe,” that is, cast your poor,
| guilty soul on Ct rist for pardon. Kle died that
| we might live. He was wounded for our trens-
| gressions. He was bruised for our iniquities.”
| He paid the dreedful penalty we had incurred ;
and we are saved by trusting io bhim, sod in
him slone,”

“Batl always seek to be guided by God's
priests, who are learned men, acd whose busi-
ness it i Lo attend to these matters.”

“ God's priests! Why, my dear sir, they
are all dead and gone long ago, end all their
bullocks, snd rams, and turtle-doves. There
are 1o priests in this world 1o offsr up other
peoples sacrifices now, and we den’t need any,
for there are no sacrifices as of old. The sac-
rifices which God eccepts are those of a broken
sad a contrite heart, and in that sense every
man should be a priest. The Seripture says,
*“There is ove G d, sad one Medistor between
God and mep, the man Christ Jeeus ;" and
agein, * We have not s bigh piiest thst cannot
be touched with the feeling of our infirmities,
but one who was in ail points tempted like as
we, yet without sin.” T'is is tbe only mediat-
iog priest ia God’s universe.”

* Well, but thsse good and learned men are
the successora of the Apostles ! ”

“* Yes, I suppose they are. 80 are you snd I.
Everybody must succeed somebody. My ton
must sucoeed me ; but if | do not set him a good
exsmple, acd if he dces not follow it, he may 8¢
well have gone before me es succeeded me. St,
Paul, too, and S:. Peter, tell us their sucoessors
should be * grievous wolves ’ and * false teachers,’
‘ bringing in damrable heresies ;’ and we see
bow literally their words are fulfilled. [ do not
see that merely succeeding the Apostles makes
s wan holy.”

“ O! butthey have the power to lorgive sins,
as the successors of the Apost'es, for (Christ gave
the Aposties that power.” :

“ | know that the Bible says that Jesus gave
the Apusties power to remit sina. 1o gave them
power also 1o heal the blind, sad to cast out
devils. Now, if you wiil show me that these
miraculous powers have descended 10 the men
whom you call ‘ the suecessors of the Aposties,
and it they will prove to me tbeir ability 1o onst
out devils, I will then seriously entertain the
question whather they can forgive sins; but un-
til then I consider this dootrine a device of the
devil to allure sinners to trust ina lie. It is &
mockery, s delusion, and & snare! You may
trust in a poor, sinful mortal like yourself ; but I
will not trust even sn angel with my salvation.
No ooe less than one who is divine can save my
soul ; and O, 1 do thank God, through Jesus
Christ our Lord, for having saved one so utterly
unworthy.”

“ | wish | could feel like you "

“ 80 you may; but like many uthers, you
want to feel bappy before you beiieve. Come to
Jesus, dear sir, just as you are ; and even now,
while this train is rolling us cawerd, accept bhim
as jour Saviour. Trust him es the one who
bore your sins in his body on the tree, and you
shall receive ‘ the pesce of God which passeth
all understanding.’ It is a blessed thirg to feel
safe in this world of accideats and dangers.
Supposing our train were to be smashed in a
moment, I know 1 should be with the Lord, for
he redeemed me, and has acoeptod me. Now,
with ail your good works, and striet devotional
pe. formances, bowings, ictonings, chentiogs,
and ordinances, can you say that you are saved P’

My fiiend bowed bis bead and groaned, “ 1
wish to God I could.”

“ Glory be to Godyou may, for that wish
shows the inward longing of a wearied soul ;
and Jesus says to you, ‘ Come unto me,all ye
that are weary and heavy laden, and I will give
you rest.’ ”

“ But surely you do not ignere good works ?”

“ Certainly not. Tbe more of Lthem tbe better,
for there are plenty of bad ones ; but the differ-
ence between us is, you use good works as a
means o obtain God's favor srd mercy, and
you'll mever get it by that means, for Christ
slone is ¢ the way, the truth, and the life ;' ‘no
maa cometh to the Fatber but by him'—not by
good waiks, I, op the o:her band, come to God
o8 & Wo) bless, ‘niliy sinper, trusting only in the
merits of Chbiist. God forgives me for Christ’s
sake, and in consequence of his forgiving love—
mied, in consequence of that—I feel so grateful
snd thankful to my torgiving Father that 1 wish
to spend my every momeat and talent io his ser-
vice, and in working for him, and I know that
poor snd uoworthy ss my good works sre, tbey
pevertheless spiing from love, and being offered
through Christ, are therefore acceptable to God.”

« But does not the Bible say that you are
saved by good works ? "
“ Certainly mot. The pusssge you probably
sllude to is this, ‘ Yo see, then, how that by
works a man is justified, and not by faith only ;'
while  another Apostle says, that* Man is net
justified by the works of the law, but by faith.’”
« Ah, dida's I tell you the Scriptures don't
agree.? You see these two paseages contradict

| ench othes.”

“ Not at all. - Patl spesks of being justified
s before God, sud James ss before men. Paul
spesks of being justified by faith alons. . Thet
means, in the sight of God; who esn look iate
my beart, and knows whether 1 do believe or
not, and be jugifies me accordingly, apsrt from
woiks. sliogether—ia fact, before I bave per-

Josus bimself sid, * Ho that belioweth gn the{ formed 0ve good work. . Theo James apesks of

Sou bath everlastiog life’ . Now, I have sBie
by believing oa-Jesus. 1t is notshet | shall have
it when | die; bat I'bave it now.. Asd 1. bave
settled pesce and solid joy by taking God et
bis word. My Bible also , ** Bagatde |

sons, God hath sent bﬁ'”ﬂmﬂz
into your hearts, crying, Abbs; Eather.” . “x
Spirit iteelf beareth witness with our epirit

we sre the children of God.” Now what do you
thiok of that?’

being justified by works.. . That means, in the
sight of men, for no man censes my best, and
kmaw whether ] have real faith or not, unless 1
sbow is by my works ; for ! the tree is known by
jts. truis,’ end tree faith brings fosth, 'hn,'
joy, peace, long:suffering, gentieness, goodness

these precious fruits of the Spirit, Se 998 see
the Secriptures agree beautifully. 1am jostified
in God’s sight by faith slone, and I am justified
by my works in the sight of men ; for Jesus
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saye, ‘ Let your light so shine before men that
they, seeing your gcod works, may glorify your
Father which is in heaven.' ”

Aflter a long conversation, of which I give the
substarcs, it may be with some litile variatioas,
our teain arrived st Swindou, where we al ght-
ed for refreshment. On re-entering my friend

ed my beart in prayer until we neared Cbippen-
bam, where be was to leave me. Before parting
L grasped bis hand snd esid, “ We shall soos
separaie, probably to weet no more till the
Jjudgment day. I am concerned for your soul.
Yes, [ love you for Christ's sske, and I thall
constaatly pray for your conversion. Now, my
partirg shalll be the very words of Jesus bim-
self, * Search the Scriptures, for in them ye |
think ye have eternal life, sud they are they
which testify of me." Micd pot the traditions
of men wot the authority of the Church, but
‘ the Scriptures ; they are they which testify of
me.' ”

He replied in a subdued tone, and witk much
feeling, “ 1 sm very much obliged to you ia-
deed, sir. [ thaok you very much.”

Tous ended our interview, but I hope, through
grace, to meet that fellow-tfaveller at the right
band of God.

While I sat musiog, | was started by the
sudden and sharp exclsmation of a little man, a

seat of my late friend, said, * You see where he i
is going—going fast to Rome.”

“ Well, yes,” I said, * unless the Lord gra-
ciously lead bim to see the error of his ways

ut,” I observed, * if you wish to shake bim
out of such views as his, there is nothing like the
simple statements of the word of God. These
Ritualists make o burlesque of religion. They
degrade it by their childish inventios. Do they
imagine that God, the inflaite God, is to be
pleased with their showy millinery and multi-
plicity of movements ? Alas ! 1hey are Satan’s
easy dupes, for theyv don’t heed thet sclemo
word—* God is » Bpirit, and they that worship
bim mus: worship him in sepirit and in trutt.’
And, my friend, may | ask you if your sins are
pardoned 7 Do you feel that you have peace
with God through our Lord Jecus Christ ? "

** Ah, wéll, you see mine is a metapbysicel
mind. I was a long time tefore I could recon-
cile the existence of evil in the world with the’
divioe goodness. I puzzled end puzzied, until
at last I solved the question es to the origin of
evil to my own satisfaction.”

1 replied, ** | am a member of a fire brigade,
and uo soongg is the alarm of fire given, than in
a few mind#®s a number of gentlemen are
diessed, and ready with the fire-engine 10 hurnry
to the spot, Now, it never occurs to us to stay
a0d ask, and wonder how the tire originated. It
is there, and our business is to put it out. Now,
sir, there ia evil in your heart and mine by na-
ture, for, unbappily, the renewed heart gives
daily proof of its existence. The all-important

question should be, How can my vile beart be
purified ? How can this evil be eradicated, or,
in the language of the Philippisn jailer, * What
must I do to be saved P'”

“ Ab, very true,”” said my metapbysical com-
panion. But we were nearing Bristol, where
he reached the termination of his journey.

1 travelled alone the remaining distance to
Teunton, musirg on the events of the night and
their probable coneequences, snd praying that
God would bless his own truth, ss far es [ had
been enabled to declare it, 10 those precions
souls.

When will men turn away from vain tradi-
tions, and be guided solely by the word of God ?
When will men relinquish their own works,
and truet alone in the work of the Lord Jesus
Christ for eaivation ? ¢ There is none other
vame under heaven given amovg men whereby
we must be saved.

Christian Courtesy.

‘The 16th chapter of the Epistle 1o the Rom-

an has always appeared to me like a gallery
of monuments. These are the ouly pictures of
the ancient worthies which the Lord hes permit-
ted to be taken and trsnsmitted. Let us be
content with their characiers as they are em-
balmed in the Bible, and sttempt not to palm
upon ourselves snd others spurioas paintings of
their festures. There names are written in the
Lamb’s book of life within the veil ; and writteu
also in duplicate on this document, bung upon
the temple gate outside for our use. When they
are raised in glory, all men will see how they
look , till then, let us be content with these
glimpses of their new nature that are given on
the page of inspiration.
This record of honored pames illustrates also
the lovs that reigoed in the Cbristien Com-
munity, snd we!ded all their glowitg hearts
into one, At Corioth, Paul remembered many
of his fellow-Christians whom bhe bad met at
various places during bis miesionsry journeys ;
and he conveys s message to each of them whom
be knew to be at that time resident at Rome.
He names them sffectionately and diccriminate-
ly. He does not say the same thing twice over.
Although the care of many churches lay on bis
mind, bis memory readily recalled the nsme and
dietinguishing pecutisrities of all who bad stood
out ss eminent in the ccmmunity for love to the
Lord, or kindness to the brethren.

That ‘persons! recognition and affectiooate
salutation which was s habit smong the first
Christiags, is fitted to reprove us to dey. How
little of cobesion in the Christian community!
How little of the attraction of love bindisg mem-
bér to member of Christ's body in spite of differ-
ences ss to cosdition of life! [ bave -seen
s quantity of long heirs tied together tightly
at one extremity, and lcose all slong the vest of
their lebgth, employed for the experiment io
eloctricity. When an electric cntrent of one
kitid was sent through the bundle, all the ia-
dividual bairs crept tofether, aad lsy closely
.clasping each oiher, as if they bad been plaited
into ove compact cord. When the appoaite cuz-
zout was sent thzough, they . opened as il they
had been.living crestures ; each 8100d.out from
«ll; snd. all from each, tiththe compsct cord be-
came an outspread fan. They sepsrated, more-
over, with athsill and s haste that almogt sepmed
to betokan mutual animosity. .

the ‘current. thet courses through a Christian
community, its members cleave to each other
for mutusi belpfulness ; thus they are strong for

trial or work : but when the contrary current of

cloted his eyes and remaised sileat. 8o I lift- |-

fellow-passenger, who, poioting to the vecent|

| Beligins Fellipner,

Thus. when love from. the fountaie bead ie)

| selfishness and pride springing from the earth,

| pervades the society, all start off from each ot-

oue point by ecclesiastica | arrangements, they
{separate as widely as possible, whenever they
are free to move ; thus they become useless one
to snotber, and feeble before the commoa foe.

It is quite true that o severe fight of affliction
lay upon the Christisn brotherhood in those
days ; and that the pemecutions which they en-
dured acted as a mighty pressure to wedge them
together beart to heart ; it is also true, that or-
diparily persecution has had the effect of ec-
twining the disciples of Christ round each oth-
er; but all this does not in'the lesst degree ex-
cuse the coldness that often prevails in the
Cburch in & time prosperity. Whea all around is
prosperous, lore should not abate, but abound
the more, It is due to the seifishness and world-
liness of bumsn bearts, that the goodness o
God does not in poiot of fact do more thao the
suffering of an efil day to melt all the brother
bood into ove. In oge poiat of fact, whea the
sun is shining, christiane seom to love each other
less ; but they might and should at such a time
love each other more. Although we notice the
fact that times of trial are genera lly times of wna-
tual love, we must beware of employing it to ex-
cuse our coldness.— Wind Wafted Seed.

New Church at London, (;nt-

Tbe Lendon Advertiser furnishes st some
length an account of the services connected with
the laying of the corner stone of s new edifice in
that town, from which we copy the vegor: of a
diecourse by Rev. W. M. Punshon, ss siso the
address given at the leying of the corner-stome.
DISCOURSE BY MR, PUNSHON,

Matt. v. 16—* Lot your light so shine be-
fore men that they may ree your good works
and glorify your Fatber which is in beaven.”
Lzoking st the vast multitude that bad gether-
ed 10 bear Him f1om all parts of the lucd, the
Saviour seems to have been impreesed with a
feeling that the harvest was ripening fast, while
the labourers were few and unekilled ; so He
called His disciples about Him, oa the moust
taia’s top, and there addressed to them those
words of exhortation acd counsel which make
up this chapter. But not to 1hose alone were
they spoken ; to us also they sound upon whom-
bas descended the beirship of the ages and who
dwell in the fullnees of the times. In the words
of tte text we find the great primary as well ae
the secoadary objeet of the Christian life. First
of all is the glory of’Gud. This is the object of
all creation. The noon-day brightoess of the
sun—tbe solemn march of the stars—the tide in
its reguler flow—the billa in their measureless
might—with all the moral and paturs] digpense-
tious of the Almighty's power—show forth his
glory. Somust it be the great sim of the Chris-
tisn's life. But secondary 10 it, and subsidiary
ta it, he muat Jet bis light so shine before men,
that by Lis life the glory of God may be manifest.
ed. Tbe Chbristian is the salt of the earth and
the light of the world. Salt is the great preser-
vative from corruption ; but in order that its in-
fluence may be felt, it must permeate. Light is
the great revealer, but it must be allowed to
shine. So it is not by & monastic life that the
Christian can be of service in preserving the
world from moral corruption or in spresding
light over its dark and gloomy places. He must
go out into the world. God works through
means to this end ; He bas instituted His grand
ordivance of preaching thet the word may be
proclaimed to men through the sympathetic
tones of kindred speech. Bat not in this alone ;
in the deily walk and conversation of each
Christian there is a demand made on bim for his
labour in thbe cause of God. Every word or act,
simple thoagh it be, exerts a power. Like the
little stone dropped in the blue waters of the
lake, whose ciroling ripples spread out en either
side, rustlirg the edges, dipping the willow
boughs, diaturbiog the watex fowl in its nest,
leaving his impression, slight, but effcctive on
the entire shore ; 50 the careless word dropped
in casual conversstion falls not=unheeded. It
may deepen the disgust of some one for religious
things—point the sneer of some scoffer—shame
away the coavictions of some timid inquirers—
exercise an iofluence on the destinies of some
immortal soul. The whole world is made of the
action snd reactioa of our influences on each
other ; and we can 00 more be exempt from them
then we can be exempt from the resistless law of
gravitation, or refuse to be fanned by the all
embraciog sir. What s power is this we poss-
esa! Let us 0 use it that “ Whatsosver we do,
whether we eat or drink, we do all to the
glory of God.” Let us rather be an Abel, upon
whose tomb the angel may isscribe, “ He being
dead yet speaketh ;" rather than an Achan, the
only record of whose blasted lite is ** This man
fell a0t alone in his sin.” Ia seeking how we
shall best tulfil this great object of our existences
lot us earcy out the illustration of the light,
First, it is derived—and therefore humble.
‘fhere was o time when light was not, when dack-
vess brooded over the chaotic elements of earth.
But God said ¢ let there be light !’ and the first
born creation flashed into existence. All light
is derived from God originally—* the Father of
lights." All our artificisl light pomes from the
sun—the creature of his hand—whether it glows
from the fireside, or sparkies in the monmarch's
crown. Sciesce tells that the great beds of coal
in oertsin countries were onoe vaat forests, which
abaorbed the heat and light of the sup, and then
by a merciful convulsion were imprisoned deep
down beseath the sarth’s surface, in providen-
tial foresight of the wants of better days. The
crystal too, relieved of ita coating of mud, and
polisbed o the lapidary’s wheel till it sparkles &
dismond of the first water, is only giving forth
the same light long hidden. So that alike in
the glow of the coftage fire, and the glitier of
the monarch’s diadem we bave (od's glorious,
resurrection of long-buried sunlight. ‘Whether
this be o niutﬁ‘:’:ﬁ_or vot, it i true that all
the Christian's is derived from God. Let
;d\fn“ii‘it‘bo Ermly Bxed in our minds, and it
[ will remove the arragaace of bumes pide. It
is not ye wha are 10
‘We are only the light besrers. = We st
keep the light before the world, but keep oot
selves iu the shadow. Tbe tide breaks op the
shore with & loud aad boisterous roar, the grand-

, * Jot your u,;.’;-;‘h'i“..i

I.ﬂ note in cature's barmoay ; but more power- eburches which hold Jesus Christ as the Head | of the ses>s, and the snares of outside sppear-
[ ful influence has the morning light, sod dawns bad bis eympsthy and best wishes ; all true ance;he ensily brcomes abstracted, where a man
ler, and each from all. Tied to each other at' without s discord ; it would not break an infant's cburches, be believed, has a special work whichy with sight would often find it hard ; o far, there
slamber ; it comes ia the imperial silence that Do otber could perform ; 80 has Methodism ; ard ‘!uu his way toward deep,inward thought s clesr
it asks Dot to be blotted out of existence, hut to ' ed,wird and tide seem in his favor. Yet, altroug ™
be allowed to continue to procsim, in its own  more than one philosopter s eaid to have plun,
way, those truthe for which the world's hesrt fcd himeelf into dsrkness, for the purpase of 10
yearus ss passiodately in the nineteenth century tense and absolute thought, few we inncy would
as in the ficst. He would be a chuil sho refus-  agree with the old woman who eaid to Dr.
«d to warm himself at any other fire-side but bis | Guyse, her winister, who had suddenly becams
own ; but be was oot half a man who did not blind, ** God be praised that your sight is gone

is the energy of God. So let us bold forth the

light of God in the silent unobtrusivemess of
| daily life, that tbe world mey take notice that we
ibave been with Jesus, Light, too, is self-evi-
| dencing, and therefore ocnsistent. It is the na-
ture of light to shine—if no foreign body inter-
rupts ite rays. It shines impartislly. It gleams

brighter eod dimmer, sod brighter—but with a
steady radiance that bas no alteroations of dark-
vees. Lot your light shine! Let it be really
light. Not a phosphoresent glimmer; oot s
waodering marsb-light ; not a revolviog lanterg
—giving an cocasionsl gleam. Shine like the
light-bouse on the cli. Tbe rude waves dash
against its base, and scatter their spray over its
summit; the broad shoulders of the hurricane
push against its sides ; but the light shines over
itall. Light is s joyous and happy thiog, and
needs no apology. How pleasant to see it!
Whether it be the ruby brightness of the morn-
ing dawn—the goldea glory of the meridisn
sua—the purple sflendours that glow in the
Western clouds at the close of day—the chss-
tened besuty of the silver moon—the ruddy
glow of the fire in the ingle nook at bome ! Aod
the Cbristian light should spresd joy and gled-
Dess. Ascetic gloom has no place in Christ’s re.
ligion. They libel bis oharacter who bring me-
lsocholy end ssduess ia his train— who live sanc-
timonious rather thea sanctified. Aad the choice
is with us—light or darkness. What we chooss
that we shall bave. Chose darkness mand it will
come. Darkness in life—no light at eventide
—aod sferwarde the blackness of darkness for
over | Cboose light aad it will come. Our wesk
eyes will be strengthened to bear the grest blaze
of glory ; no darkress st death—only s slight
oclipee ; tten awakening to an endless day—
lighted not by the familisr sun, but with a bright-
or and an endyriag radisnce ; for the Lord God
Almighiy and the Lemb are the light thereof.
We have given but a briel snd imperfect out-
line of the matter of the sermon ; the appropriate

illustratione, the graceful sentences sud well-
rounded periode—dressed in that exbubersnce

of rich glowing languege so cbaracteristic of
Mr. Punsbon caonot be reprodued iu the crowd.
ed columns of s daily paper.

LAYING THR CORNER STONEK.

Alter appropriate iatroductory exercises, sad
the resding of the document deposited in the
stone, the Rev. J. Elliott preented a beautiful
silver trowel, Learing an inscription commemo-
rative of the oecasion, to the Rev. W. M. Pun-
shon st the same time, on bebalf of the trustees,
expressing the desire that on its completion be
should conduct the dedicetion exercises snd
preach the first sermon in its pulpit. Mr. Pun-
shon thereupon took the trowel in hend, wield.
ed it with the precieion of » master mason, and,
after setiing the coroer-stose ia its proper place,
promouneed it well and truly laid in the name
of Fatber, Son, sad Hely Gbost,

Mr. Pussbod, bavieg resumed bis position on
platiorm, remarked that it wes a pleasant
thoaght that they were engeged in & service
upon which they cosld counfideatly ask the bless-
ing of Almighty God. It was no ordinary
honor to be permitted 1o take part in an oces-
sion which migbt tend so directly in the neat
fature to His homor and glory. But he wished
them 10 make the houge beleng wholly te God ;
not partly to some mortgegee. It could never
be thoroughly and in reslity God's house so
long as it was involved in financial embarrase-
ment. They wete laying to-dey the corner
otone of & building in which the pure and true
word of God would be presched, in which the
boly sacraments would be administered. With-
in the hundred years since the rise of Wes-
leyanism, no doctrioal controversies had disturb-
od thst branch of the Christian Church ; the
beritage of truth hed besn handed down unter-
nished ; and he believed the succession would
run down to the Istest coursee of the sun. Be-
lieving man to be a sinmer, it was theire to
press bome upon him e coavietion of his sin to
persuade him of bis dasger, and 10 show him
bow be could be delivered from his load of
guilt. Tais Gospel bas been proclaimed hither-
1o with swocess in all lsads; it had found its
swift way to the bearts and coasciences of mveb ;
wany s time; uader the preaching of the Word,
God's love, like some besutiful rainbow, had
first illuminated and ultimately dispelled the
overhanging clouds. The speaker alluded to
the collateral benefits of the erection of a cburch
in & peighborhood. It was impossible ta over-
estimate the importance, for instasce of the
Sabbath School, that grest, gedly, evangelical
educational ipatitution ; various smeliorsting
agencies would spring up in it; snd, unlesa the
promoters of this undertakiog should sheme
their sncestry, it would become & ceatre for re-
ligious and benevolent aaterprises the circum-
fazences of whoee iaflusnce would be ever widen-
fpg. It was simply impossible 1o estimate the
effects, near and remote, of say good action or
entarprios ; just as, when you are the means of
converting a soml, yon neither know the amount
of good done nor“ihe amoant of possible evil
prevented. Mr. Puosbon eloguently described
the storm-rocked birth of Methodism ; its sin-
gular babybood ; its irrepressible vigor, which
the waves could not overwhelm or destroy.—
With » true, godly heroism, it selected the out-
casts and the homeless for the objects of its care
venturing emong the rough wreckers of Corn-

'wall and the bardy pitmen of Newcsstle-upos-

Tyoe. It taught men to think, for the Gospel
wes o spring of thought as well as of feeling ;
sod then ¢ried, * Give us knowledge or we die.’
{ts organization, no less than the circumstances
of its birth, showed it to be iresh-minted from
the band of the Almighty.

The speaker teferred to the introdustion of
Mothodism upon this continent. It was the lar-
gest and most inflaential religious orgsnisstion
in the United States ; it wag not the meagest in-
this Dominicn ; but for all there was of Metbo-
Tism on this continent we wers indabted instra.
maatally to the two men he bad mamed, and
fioancially to the poor Methodist preachers | He
bed no quarrel with other denominatiens. All

through ¢qualor and vice; it gives light to the ’ love best 10 warm himself by the rosy fl.nie of‘ You'te more powerful than ever, pow you've no
poot ; it glints through the dungeon chicks to ' 4is 0wn bearth-stone. Mr. Punshon concluded | notes.”

bring comfort to the prisoner in his gloom; it| VY Preying that the mantles of the arcending |
goes alike to the hovel and the palace. So the | prophets might fall upoa thcse who bad to car- | burgh was sent with s mattrass to a customer,
Corstisn's light shou!d shine on all —snd shine | 7Y 0 the baitle ; that those who take snd those {and with it the bill for payment. The sender of
steadily—growing brighter and brighter ; not|¥ho do not take an interest ia this enterprise the mattrass was surprised to see the mersenger

It is related that a blind mesrenger at Ediwe-

wight ioherit biight sad glorious bleesings from |return with the account and the msttrase tov

its successful completion sud occupancy ; that|

the workmen might be saved from accident ; that
the top stone might be laid with 1ejoicing ; and
that the grace this day invoked from on high
might come dowa richly and abundsutly.

A collection was now taken up, the Natiopal
Anthem sung, the benediction pronounced by the
President of the Conterence, aud the assemblage
dispersed. Tbe arraogements were well carried
out, and could not have passed off to more ad-
vantage.

- .

Roman-catholic Foresight.

One article in the recent treaty between France
and China, stipulated that all the property of
the Jesuits cooflscated two bundred yesrs ago,

when they were expelled from the empire, should |

be restored to them. Toe emperor's ministers
pronounced this impoesible, as the property

|

“ I've brought baith, ye asee, oir,” said be.

* Indeed, sir, 1 didna like
| leave 't yonder, elev I'm sure we wad ne'er see
’!ho siller —there's nae a stick of furviture with
in the door!” How do you come to know
that?” ¢ Oh, sir twa taps on the floor wi' my
stick-soon tell't me that."— Harper's Magazine

‘ How so?’

The Difference

Some murmur when their sky is clear
And wholly bright to view,

If one small speck of dark appea:
la their great beaven of blue.

Aund some with thaokful love are filled,
If but one streak of light,

Oce ray of God's good mebvy, gild
The darkness of their night.

In palaces are bearts that ask,
In discontent end pride,

could not be known after Lhe great commoti

that bad tranepired, but promised to restore it
if sbown that it was once owned by the church,
After a few monthe the Josuits appesred at Pekin
with a great bundle of yellow and time-moulded
title deeds and documents brought from Rome,
confounding the ministers, but securing to them
immense estates in nearly every city of the em-
pire, bringing them now an enormous income.
Toe Romanists are persistently laboring to ob-
tain postession of China. They have vent 500
priests Lbere within seven yesrs, since the treaty
was raiified. The are picking up immense
numbers of foundlings, snd baying the children
of poor psrents, thet they may be educated by

the priests for proselyting work. The Jesuits
are having great success in makiog converts, and

intelligent observers state that ninety per cent.
of the missionary effort in Chioa is by the
Catholics. I

Three Wesleyan Mishionaries heve made a
tour of over 3000 miles through the Western
Provinces of Chins, being well ‘trested every-
where by the patives., They found Cathelic
missionaries numercus, even in south villages,

counting their converts by hundreds of thou- |

ssnde.  The empire has been divided into 24
ostholie missions, governed by 19 bishops and 5
apostolic prefects. * They have 24 colleges, in
which the natives are taught Latin, phylosopby
and theology. They bave numerous schoole and
orphanages, and several printing establishments.
The Sisters of Cbarity have 8 establishments.
1a Canton s magnificent cathedral is in course
of erection, and snother in Pekin, each to cost
$3000,000. The present prime minister of
China is well-disposed towards Protestant m's-
sionsries. Religiouns liberty is now secured, by
special proclamation, under a penaity of heavy
punishment for every violation, without hope of
pardon.

General  Bliscellanp.
About Blind People.
The blind sometimes bave very false and cu-

rious conceptions iz regard to sight. “ I can’t
understand,” ssid s clever hlind man, " bhow
things can be seen to be round or tquare, with-
out passing the finger over them.” Seeing to a
man born blind must be more or less of a mys-
tery. Even Ssunderson got so far ss to con-
ceive that the art of seeing was similar to that
of a series of threads being rawn from the dis-
tant ohject to the eye.

Da Puiseaux, the son of & Professor of Phil-
osophy in the Uaiversity of Paris, was in some
things’ one of the shrewdest men of his dey:
baving sttained iderable proficiency m bot-
any and chemistry ; but be was blind, He bhad
a wonderful memory for sounds, and could, it is
said, recognise by their voice persons whom he
bed only once beard. He could tell if he wes
in a strest or in- & blind slley, in a lazge room
or » small one; but he believed that astrono-
mers were the omly people who saw with the
telescopes, sad that they had their eyes different-
ly formed from other men. Nor was his notion
sbout eyes in genersla whit less imcorrect.—
“ The eye,” said bhe, * is an organ on which
the air should bave the same effect as my otick
on my hend.” A boy upon whom Cheselden
operated for cataract, had clearly been of the
same opinica. Even whea restored to sight he
balisved that the object be looked on touched
his eyes, as those which he felt touched his skio,
sod be censequently bsd no true idea of dist-
snce. He asked “ which was the sense which
deceived him, the sight or the touch 7" He
wondered bow a likeness of his father’s face
could be got into 50 small & space as bis mo-
ther’s watch case ; it seemed to him as impossi-
ble as getting s bushel into s pint messure.—
It took bim some time to learn to disticguish
between the dog and the cit, until be felt them
over carefully with his own baod. Itis not to
be wondered at, therefore, that when penrié one
asked Du Puiseaux if be * would not be glad
to have bis sight,” be replied, * If it were not
for curiosity, 1 would rather have loog arms;
it seems td me that my bands would teach me
better what is passing in the moon then your
eyes of telescopes.” Even among the educated
bliod thers must exist strangely vegue and in-
corzect ideas in regard to the physical snd
metapbysical world. Cut off as the blind man

is, i & measure, from the rest of the world, snd
from many chanmels of light and information

open 10 ethers, his isolation is ssid to give him
special powers snd eptitude for the study of ab.
strect things of philosopby, end of mathemgatics.
lsolsted, undoubtsdly be is ; when he wishes
to think, bis bliadness eaves him from the in-
trusion of iptecnsl objects, snd the busy crowd
of ideas which wait about on the world of vis-
ible thinge ; it might free bim from some illusions

|
|

Why life is such a dreary tack,
And all good things depied 7
And bearts in poorsat buts admire

How love has in their aid
(Love that not ever seems to tire)

Such rich provision made.
—Richard 0. Trench.

et e e e e

Modern Dancing

* If young ladies knew what ls thought of
their dazcing by the men who solicit their fav-
ors ; if they should hear such conversation] ss |
hesrd last summer in the corridor of & botel,
among young men preparing to participste 1u
t! e dancing whioh was going on in the parlors ,
[ am sure no virtuous lady would cooseat 1o
dance in public, st least until the present styles
are abandooed.”

Thie, and much more which we cannot repest,
s geotleman  said 10 us some time since. He
was & man who kpows the world well, aud bae
0o tqueamishoess or prudery about this matter,
but takes wide and cheerful views of populsr re-
creations. It is not to record his judgment,
bowever, that we introdoce this subject, but our
attention has been called to it by finding, in =u
unexpected quarter, & statement which we sup-
poee 10 be that of an expert, and which is more
damaging 1o the votaries of this most fascinat-
ing smusement, than anything we bave beard
from professed morslists.

That, as commouly, indeed almost universally,
practised at bails and astemblies, there is come-
thing in tbe movements snd posturivgs aend
claspings of the favorite dances, which, if it does
not sctually awsken suggestions and feed incite-
wents to evil, is not ensily compatible with the
highest womanly purity, bas long been the opin
ion of competent judges. Tae Atlastic Moathly
for January, s periodical which has been admt.
ted into fashionable society and is mot apt 1o
see motes in the sunbeams of socisl entertain-
meats, positively declares that the women them-
selves, those who encourage sad those who par
ticipate in dancing, bave the same view of the
questionable nature of it ; and that nothing but
the necessity of allowing these free ways—io
order to win the complaissnce of men, forces
them to submit to the shame of it. ** The real
powers in society,” it is asmerted, *‘ are the
youog men, and they are its despots ; while the
young girls (and their motbhers too) are the'r
cringiog suppliants ssd flatterers, snd this to
sach an extent thet they dare net be independent
in their characters, their pursuits, or even their
principles. They see that thess smong them
who drées the best, dence the best, and are the
most sweelly complaisant to the otber sex, also
marry the best sod soonest. If this be disput-
ed, witness the ¢ round dwace ' question, aloue,
which the young men bave carried agaiost the
disapproval of the mothers, and the ecruples of
the dsughters, simply by neglecting the young
ladies who refuse to join in such dances.”

S0 long ss Byroan's days be desounced the
waltz, then just coming into vogue, and in
a style which was prudery itsel by the side of
the polka snd the gelop. It wes too lihidinous
for the author of Doa Jusn.

¢ women knowingly tolerste this: It is
true that young ladies do not dare 10 be * inde- /
pendent in their character, thar pursusts, or
even their principles ?” We believe that if
maay, in perfect innocency, have beeo persuad-
od to induige in modern dencing, they willi oot
read such statsments as this from the Atlsatu.
Moathly, snd lesra tbat oot ounly tkose who Jdo
not davce, but sleoc nine-tenths of the men wh..
do, feel as Byron felt—no matier how they dis-
guise or disavow it, they Jo thiok sad do feel s
~—without renouncing this perilous pastime, cost
what it may.—Congregationalist.

Do we Bleep Long Enough ?

The following extract is from an article in the
Wide World, combating the common idea that
every hour taken from sleep is an Lour gained
Thoe evils noticed, though perbaps more preva-
lent in cities, are not coofioed to tbem, and pos
sibly some readers may find the descriptivu
applicable 10 themselves.

We boast that we are a wide-awske people.
8o far as that relstes to the quaatity of our wids
awakefulness, it is & serious question whether
we do not pride ourselves upon a serious blua-
der. Uur late and carly bours ; our night work
and our night plessure ; our traveling or revel-
ing when we bad far better be on downy couches
or hair mattresses, recumbent, are far from salu
taries to bodies, or brains, or character. There
are crowdswho, to get gain, iadulge their ruliog
passions, carry out their projects, are incessantly
* on the go,” with a'l their faculties at the top
of their steed, tolling, thinkisg, planpiog, schem-
ing all dey, and far into the might, and sLuasiog




