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POPE BENEDICT TO
WORKING GIRLS

I AR
WARNS AGAINST BAD BOOKS,
WANTONNESS OF FASHIONS
AND OTHER SNARES SET
FOR THEM

On & recent Sunday the Holy
Father received in solemn audience
the Organization for Retreats for
Working Girls, establisned in the
convent of the Sisters of the Cena
golo at Monte Mario. The girle who
made retreats duoring these late
moaths were accompanied by the
Sleters and by Monsignor Vincenzo
Sardi, Titular Archbishop Caesarea
in Palestine, who in & brief address
presented them to the Holy Father.
To Mopsignor Sardi's address His
Holiness replied as follows :

“This ie not the firet time that We
have had the pleasure of admitting
to Our presence girle who had just
gone through the spiritual exercises
given in the convent ol the Sisters of
the Cenacolo. Butes a few flowers,
how beautiful and ocorous soever, do
not enable one to appraise the extent
of the garden in which they have
begn cultivated, so We, from the

@1l number of girls led hitherto by
the Sisters of the Cenacolo, have not
been able to reslize the full import
ance of the Organization for Retreats
for Workiog Girle. To day, however,
We have been, as it were, unexpect
edly conducted into the midet of a
flowsr pot. We now behold a large
namber of girle who took part in
geven retreats given in the convent
of the Sisters of the Cenacolo at
Monte Mario doring the past three
mov*the ; We greet with pleasure the
distinguished prezident of the organ
ization, the zealous religious who
asgiste him, and aleo the deserving
ladies who are patronesees of the
organization iteelf, and what is more
important, from the elc quent address
of the President. We hear of the|

many and good results obtained this !
year from the retreats given to work- |

ing girls,

" Oh! truly We must no longer re-
joice for some flowers only ; We now
know all the vastness and all the
beauty of a new gerden. To God,
best and greatest, We send up the
homage of Oar gratitude for having
deigned to embellish our Rome with
this new garden: We app him
who has dedicated to vation |
intelligent zeal and ! hut
above all, We cong: or
tunate girls, who a tender
plante cultivat:d in mystical

ud

this

|

I
i

garden and destined to gladden with |

flowers and fruit the working classes
to which you belong., Indeed, Wa
would wish to express the desire that
the number of girls admitted to the
gpiritual exercises in the convent of
the Sisters of the Cenacolo should
constantly increase the more, We
believe, girle that your example
must contribute much to the attain-
ment of an end so desirable, because
all the parents to whom it may be
given to admire the progress you
bave made in the way of virtue
through the spiritval exercises
ought to be inflamed with the desire
fo procure for their daughters the
meang of imitating you, and thus it
is that the growth of the Organiza
tion for Retreats for Working Girls is
destined to contribute to the better-
ment of your class. But to our aid
opportunely comes the recollection
of the teaching contained in the Gos
pel lesson which exactly on this
Snnday the Church proposes to Us;
6o Us it seems that this teaching is
calculated ever the batter to recom
mend the pecessity of tha spiritual
exerciees for working giria. For
when Jesus compared the kingdom
of heaven to & man who sowed good
geed in his fleld, He thus alluded to
the work of good fathers of families
who lead their children to good as
well as to the individual work of
each one who received into his own
heart the good eeed of divine grace,
and more especially of the Divine
Word. Butthe Redeemer added that
‘ whilst the men told off to watch the
fleld slept, an enemy of the owner
of the fleld came and sowed cockle
amongst the wheat.’

THE POISON OF FALSE TEACHINGS
AND NEFARIOUS INCITEMENTS
TO VICE

" Whoscever reflectsa on the mis-
fortune that befell the poor owner of
that fleld cannot fail to recognize
that the cause of it was the sleep by
which the men told off to watch the
field allowed themselves to be over
come, ‘'cum autem dormirent
homines ' (' but whilst the men were
sleeping.’) From this is clearly de
duced the lesson which teaches the
necessity of not yielding to spiritual
slumber, g0 a8 not to give an oppor
tunity to the enemy of the soul to
gsow in us the cockle of error and of
vice. It may be eaid that in our day
the demon levels his shafts especially
at the working c'ase, nor indeed is 1t
to be wondered at that his emissaries
labor to instil into the hesct of
the working girle the poison of false
tenchings and the most neiarious in-
citements to vice. He wou!d not be
mistaken who would say that for this
purpose is designed the inoreased
circulation even amonget the work-
ing claes, of bad books and of jour-
nale of the worst description, the
wantonness of the fashions in dress
which to-day has penetrated even
amonget women of the lower classes,
and the multiplied bad example
which from above and below is set
before the poor people. Now, the
outcome of these diabolical devices
depends on the state of spiritual lan.
guor in which are unfortunately
found the working girle for whom
these snares nre sel.

" Notking is therefore so necessary

a8 to prevent languor of the aoul,‘
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but who can prevent it bstter than
by makiog the sepiritual exercises
fairly often? These revive the
teachinges of faith, thesg recall for
every Christian his own obligations,
these sat before the eyes the dangers
to which spiritval slumbers exposes
distracted youth, these in fine territy
by the threat of the divine chastise
menta, Oh ! who is there who does
not see that the spiritual exercises
are the beet means of preventing the
demon from casting the cockle into
our heart ? To succeed in cagliog it
the more effactively he watches the
moment of our spivitual slumber,
Let us ever keep ourselves awake :
he will not succeed in his wicked
intent,

ADVANTAGES OF CHRISTIAN VIGILANCE

" We said & moment ago that the
great lesson of Christian vigilance
brooght to Our recollection by to-
day’'s Gospel should be the best argu-
ment to recommend the necessity of
the Organization for Retreats for
Working Girls. It is for you, girls,
to prove that our worde have not
bsen misplaced : return often, return
willingly to the spiritual exercises ;
make many of your friends come
wth you, and y« gain the
| advantage of Chri: ance,

Fortanate ar ng girls
of Rome! They a most
select fleld in whicl 16 Heavenly
Fatber has scattered the good seed,
and they, more fortunate than the
fleld of which this day's Goapel
speaks, need not fear that those
charged to wateh over them will be
surprieed by s'umboar, for the good
Sisters of the Cenacclo keep watch
and the zemlous president of the
O.ganization for Retreats is ever
prepared to prevent their enemy
from sowing cockle. Vigilance, how-
ever must aleo be your individual
work ; therefore We exhort you to
corufirm yourselves at every moment
the more in the purpose of this
pecessary vigilance, and to the end
that in you such a purpose be truly
efflcacious, for you and for all your
companions, for the religious who
direct and for the lady patronesses
who support the organization to the
exercises, and for its worthy presi-
dent We invoke the abundant bless
ing of heavén. Oh ! may the bless-
ing of the Lord keep far away the
hand of the enemy who would scatter
the cockls of error and of vice in the
heart of the worsing girls, and msy
it ba a prelude to that D.vine Word
whereby the Supreme Judge will bid
the angels gather into the granaries
of the Heavenly Father the wheat
of the good works which, by means
of the stimulus of the spiritual ex
erciecs, the working girls of Rome
will bave performed in abandance ;
‘triticum auticum autem congregate
in horreum meum " ('but the wheat
gather ye into my barn.’)”"—Rome,

AGGRESSIVE
CATHOLICS

No society, religious, socisl, educa
tional or political, ever achievad
real success without an aggressive
membership. By sggresegiveness we
do not mean a truculent, domineer
ing attitude, but rather a positive
stand upon our principles ; an eager
desire that our teachings and ideals
should be understood and apprecia-
ted by others.

Ag Catholics we are members of a
society whose aim it is to show the
world the glory and ealvation of the
teachinge of its Divine Founder,
Jesus Christ, This is our miesion,
this is the sublime work that has
been entrusted to every dieciple.
Have we bsen aggressive in our
apostleship ?

If every member of the Church
had this epirit of aggressiveness
founded upon a heart deep loyalty to
the interests of the Master, the body
of the Church would be much larger
than it 18 to.day. The missionary
power of the Church is greatly weak-
ened by the lassitude and indiffer.
ence of its members,

Many are under the impression
that the deeply religious Catholic e
a mook-mesk, nonresistant, harmless
creature. Nothing could be further
from the truth, Truly religiors men
and women are possessed of a red
blooded aggressiveness that stmnds
for dominance and achievement,
This fact is fully demonstrated in the
history of Christianity. The apostles,
martyre, confeseors and virgine of
the Church have ever been loyally
nggressive, The modern champions

of Catholicity have been possessed of

this same militant characteristio, ae
we are reminded when we reoall the
names of Ludwig Windthorst, the
hero of the German center party ; of
Archbishop Hughes, the apostle of
the Catholic parochiel schools, and
of Mother Drexel, the angel of the
Indian missions. They loved their
faith and their best efforts were
given to its advancement,

To-day, more than ever before, the
world needs aggressive Catholio men
and women to hold aloft the ideals of
Obristienity and elevate every pbase
of hboman living. This aggressive
nees is needed in our parish life to
strepgthen our religious soocieties;
it is needed in our eociel life to
break down the barriers of bigotry
rampant around us; and it is needed
in our political life in taking away
the prejudice which holds Casbholics
under a dieability in seeking publio
office.

Every Catholic should aek himeelf,
“Am I aggressive in the big mie-
gion that has been entrusted to me ?
What am I doing to win my separ
ated brethren to the standard of the
Cross of Christ ?"—The Missionary,

————

“MY LIFE FOR OLD
IRELAND"”

CHAPLAIN'S STORY OF SOLDIER'S
DYING WORDS RECALLED

AN EBTIMATE THE

The " New Stateeman” has a long

article in the current iesue

Irish soldier,recalling the Wild Geese,

Cremona, Fontenoy, and remarking

OF IRISH SOLDIER

n ‘‘the amazing fact that this 1s the |
fireat War in history in which the |

Irish soldier "has fought as an Icigh
man on the same side as England.”
The article proceeds: ' So tar as
the present War is concerned, Irish
soldiers are fighting ae Irish patriots
in & way in whioh they never fought
betore They do not echo Sarefield’s
cry. 'Oh, that this were tor Ireland !’
Apparently, they take the view that,
in defeating the Germane as at Cre
mona, they actually are flghting for
Ireland., The chaplain of sn Irieh
regiment, writing after the Arst
battle of Ypres, described a dying
soldier whom he attexded. ‘His side
was torn with shrapnel, and he lay in
a pool of blood.! After ¢ attended
to spiritael y, he raised haod and |
exclaimed, ‘My life for old Ireland '’

" GOD BAVE IRELAND " THR

BAT LD

“Nor is this
conec.ous Iri m—patriot-
ism which is als 80 much more
self-consciousintragicthaniosuccess-
fal countries. It was not many weeks

before the outbreak of the War that |

the Irish Guards were reprimanced
for singing ' God Save Ireland’ as Mr,
Redmond pas:ed the barracke in Bird
cage Walk, But they seang the same
song — a song celabrating the three
Fenians who were hanged at Man
chester in 1867 —as they charged the
Germans at Mons. No doubt, they
varied their music with ' Early dooss,
this way,’ snd the other comic auda-
citiee of the battlefleld. But the
evidenoe of the national spirit of the
Irish troops in crieis after crieis of
the preseat War, in addition to their
galety, fldelity, and daring, ie over.
whelming.

on the |

ed example of |

INDIFFERENCE TO DANGER

"' Of the courage of the Irish troops
both in Gallipoli snd in Flanders,
though Mr, Redmond has complained

nized ot beadquerters, it is almost
superfluous to speak. Not that it is
more wonderful than English or
French or Scottish or German cour-
age. But the courage of the various
vations is probably different in kind,
Me, Valentine Willisms, io his new
book, ‘ With the Army in Flanders,’
writes : ' The British soldier's in.
difference to danger, while it is one
of his flnest qualities, is often the
despa'r of his officers,
regiments are the worst. Their reck-
lesvness i8 proverbial’ And the
daring of the JIrish ( 10th) Division
at Gallipoli has been ne notable, Cap-
tain Thornhill, of the New 7 aland
forces, has borne witnees to it in a
Jetter to an Irishman :
NEW ZEALAND OFFICER'S TRIEUTE

" Your Irish fellows are the talk of
the whole army, To me the last few
weeks have been ons long nightmare
But I must mekeyou wise in re
gard to the doings of the Irish, Most
ofthem, I believe, are ‘freshies.’ The
Empire oan do with a heap
more ' freshies, of the Irish
brand Their  landing at Suavla
3ay was the greatest thing that yon
will ever read of in books by high-
krows, Thoss who witnessed the ad-
vance wiil never forgetit. Builets
and shraepnoel rained on 'em, yet they
| never wavered, Officere got it here,
there, everywhere bat the men never
| wavered, God! the men wers
splendid. The way they took the hill
( now called Dublin Hill) was the
kind ol taing that would make you
pinch youreelf to prove it wasn't a
| cheap wine aftermath., How they got
there heaven only knows. Ags the
land lay, climbirg into hell oo an
seropinne seemed an easler proposi
tion than taking that hill.— Edin.-
burgh Catholic Herald.

——

PRIVATE JUDGMENT

Whittier, the poet, in a defense of
the Qaakere, once ea'd

‘"It the light given immediately by
the Holy Spirit ie dim, what must
that be which to us through
the medium of hu riters in an
obsolete tongue ? e more
and bet'er than hich in
gpired it ? Shall the am deny the
fountain ?"

comes

This cert:
e againgt

3 a fair argumoent

tant friends. It
they believe » private inepira
tion, privale jndgment, gives them
the true meaning of God's word, we
gee no reason why they should in
terpose the types between them and
s direct inepiraticn revesling them
s correct rule of life. We Catholice
believe the Bible because the Church,
which is infallible, hends it to us as
inspired and explains ite hidden
meaninge. We, under God, believe
in the Church because we see it con-
frocting us a8 sny other human-
exirting institation ; and, reasouning
on ite existence—ites conquest of time,
space and man-—we recogoize that
only the hand of God could have
created 8o wise, so powerfui, 8o glori
ous, 8o perfect and indestructible a
system.—Truth,
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DIED I

O'TooLE. — In Saunlt Ste, Mnrle,'
Ont, Nov 17, 1015, Mws M. A,
O'Too's. May her soul rest in peace.

O Nein Io North Bay, Oat, April
27, 1916, Mrs. D. O'Nell. May her
uoul rest in peace. '

TiMMINS —In North Bay, Ont,, Dec. ‘
16, 1915, Mrs. Grorge Timmine, In
hormex.t, in Chalk River, Ont. May
her sonl rest in peance.

LEONARD.—A#t the residence of his |
daughter, Mre. Edward Kelly, Chep-
stow, Ont., on Friday, December 8,
1915, Mr. Nell Leonard, aged eighty»

two years, May his eoul rest in
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