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CORRESPONDENCE and items of 
local Catholic interest solicited.

lebetn. and Nazareth and Calvary. 
How easy at Christinas to seek out 
the stable, and adore—e-hd in that 
adoration worship and love God who 
lies before us wrapped in swaddling 
clothes. "Clouds and darkness are 
round about Him*, the earth saw and 
was moved: the heavens declared 
Hie justice: and all peoples saw His 
glory." Christmas has for 
hopes which springing from the invis­
ible height ot God's mercy flow down 
upon our fields of earthly welfe.no. 
May the graces of the new born Ser 

more
closely to Him; and may they be our 
support and comfort In time and our 
joy in the eternal Christmas-tide

THURSDAY. DECEMBER 19, 1907.

If the English Speaking Ca­
tholics of Montreal and of this 
Province consulted their best 
interests, they wotd soo ma e 
of the TRUE WITNESS one 
of the mostprosperous and power­
ful Catholic papers in this coun­
try. I heartily bless those who 
encourage this excellent work.
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CHRISTMAS.
The social custom of extending best 

wishes for ail blessings and joys at 
this holy tide is too serious to be 
lightly passed over. Wherever two 
or three are gathered together in the 
name of Christ there He is in their 
midst. How much more inspiring is 
His presence when on the anniversary 
of His birth we gather at His man­
ger to praise and thank Him, and 
welcome Him to earth. So much of 
even temporal joy Starts front the 
crib of Bethlehem that of all the 
year it is best suited to renew good 
wishes to one another. We there­
fore most cordially express our best 
wishes tor a joyful Christmas to 
our readers far and near. May it be 
joyful with both heavenly and earth­
ly joys. H sorrow marks with the 
cross any home which we may be ad 
dressing, may the Babe of Bethlehem 
give courage and consolation, for 
He came with balm for our wounds 
No mere paseing word cam this wish 
be. The divine pledge through which 
it is given end from which it de­
rives its force and value is the au­
thor of love, the finisher of 
faith, and the bond of peace, 
fs also the increasing contest 
tween the children of the 
and tboee outside. It behooves 
to draw more closely together. It 
behooves to offer our faith, our 
hope and our love to the now-born 
Christ, for many will pass Him by 
in silent forgetfulness or opon con­
tempt. It is more fashionable and 
more popular to despise our Lord 
and throw away His gifts as debas­
ing and unsuited to the needs of the 
soul and of society. Yet the Incar­
nation is God's mighty plan for the 
sanctification of the soul and the 
betterment of the race. It was the 
loving condescension of the Most 
High, «he stooping down of the Se­
cond Person of the adorable Trinity 
to -human nature and at the same 
time the clasping of that human soul 
and body in the embrace of the Son 
of God. What elevation, what 
union! Man needs the gifts of God. 
He needed some one who would make 
atonement for sin, who would pay 
the debt due to God s offended ma­
jesty: he needed a gift that he might 
offer it to God, and man needed to 
love God. Atonement for sin emd 
worship of God and love of God: 
these were the wants which man's 
desolate heart felt more and more as 
the centuries rolled on. So whqp 
the plenitude of time was come the 
Word was made fleet and dwelt 
amongst us. He came as the low­
liest came; the government of He 
world was • upon Histpboulders and 
the discipline of ell was in His Me, 
His merits and example. Men aam 
-Him upon His wisp of straw end 
■bent their imee to Him: for the 
■fulness ef the Godhead we* in Him. 
Worship became easy, and so also 
.did love of God. As the shepherds 

the Babe clinging to His 
, was the touch of help-

With the lesson of suffering.

FREE RELIGION.
Our Holy Father’s encyclical on 

Modernism continues to rouse atten­
tion from various quarters. Striking 
a severe blow at some Of the pre­
valent systems of philosophy, it re­
ceives criticism from English evo­
lutionists and Gorman scientists. For­
bidding higher criticism in questions 
of the Bible it has received not the 
praise which it deserves but the 
condemnation from whioh Its depth 
of learning and love of God’s Word 
should have protected it. Intellectual 
pride, ingrained prejudice emd hereti­
cal independence contribute much 
to the misunderstanding of this in 
common with other Papal acts. As 
the Papacy is the centre of # the 
Church, so a» it the turning point 
around which the battle is always 
fiercest. No matter what the policy 
of the Sovereign Pontiff may be the 
world finds in it nothing but folly: 
it is reactionary in its results and a 
threat to free thought and progres­
sive civilization. If the Holy Fa­
ther sends a message to his bishops 
he is interfering with nationalism; if 
he insists upon religion in education 
he is trespassing upon the rights of 
the State; or if he complains of his 
own unsatisfactory incarceration he 
is soon made to feel its greater in­
convenience. But the last encyclical, 
because it treats of philosophy amd 
•because it is a well deserved condem­
nation of all Protestants who have 
allowed the Bible to be torn to 
pieces, calls for more unkindly criti­
cism. For three centuries the Bible 
and nothing but the Bible was held 
up as the source of the Christian re­
ligion and the standard of Christian 
truth. Rome was condemned because 
it admitted any "other font of doc­
trine, ridiculed because it chained the 
Bible, and hated and dispised be­
cause it claimed the right of judging 
the Bible. Now what do we see? 
Protestantism is weak, the only 
strength it ever* had was that given 
it by national power and pride. Its 
weakness is nowhere more apparent 
than in the very stronghold it had 
•built for itself. The Protestant re­
formers ( ? ) ’ were bent on protecting 
the Bible, especially from Rome. An 
enemy has come in by the side door— 
critic and philosopher—taken It ont 
of the hands of their divines, denied 
its divine authorship, stripped it- of 
■its supernatural revelation, and 
trampled it under foot as false and 
dispicable. The very Rome which 
had ever been the guardian of the 
Scriptures in earlier ages has come 
forth in these latter days the cham­
pion against all foes of the Bible. 
The encyclical on Modernism is a call 
to Attention all along the line. Evo­
lution as a theory had been applying 
its study first to one thing and then 
another. Not content with the 
problems of species it was used to 
investigate the problem of ideas. In 
its vanity evolution having explain­
ed the origin of man undertook to 
explain the origin of man’s religion 
and the Church of God. It was a 
gigantic task, for it meant war for 
the supernatural and death to reve­
lation: Instead of Ohrisbinaity be­
ing a mission of the Holy Spirit, a 
sending of God’s Eternal Son in the 
Incarnation and. the diffusion of H-is 
gifts to the children of men; instead 
of the Church being the special work 
of our Blessed Lord, it is a growth, 
an evolution of an instinct within 
us which is no more a supernatural 
gift than is the growth of muscular 
tissue. So far from trtoh, dogmatic 
truth, we mean, being, fixed and 
immutable it Is ever evolving and 
expanding, not by the decisions of 
on authority established for the pur­
pose of teaching and governing, but 
by interior evolution. It is the out­
come of subjective, scientific thought 
which in its criticisms and explana­
tion of events must be applied to all 
alike without fear or favor. It re­
gards history as a science whioh re­
cords- phenomena. Ail phenomena, 

must be
fioally; and if they do not stand this 

which 4s the -test of reason, 
they must be rejected as legends*? 
or superstitious. Reason, it must 
be noted, Is the j udgo. Applying 
this Standard bo our Blessed Lord, 
rt sweeps away His Divinity end eon- 
substantial Sonsbip His eupetna-

i transcendant miracles are 
away, and Hie resurrection absolute­
ly denied. That there was such a 

who iras looked up to by a few 
enthusiastic followers who attributed 
to Him qualities of which He was 
never Himself conscious and wtfleh 
He never claimed for Himself, that 
He was a man like other men, that 
He lived and died a violent death- 
all this, but no more is admitted. 
Thus is the Oorner-Stone rejected by 
these evolutionary builders—and an 
imaginary stone-" substituted. The 
enthusiastic followers believed in 
their own mind, and preached. to 
others that Christ was God.. There 
was no reality in their speech. They 
believed Him to be God: that was 
sufficient and they could dk> no 
more. From all this we see the evil 
with which Modernism threatened the 
Church. It was the denial /the 
reality of the supernatural* *«1 
bilation of dogma, am effort at the 
establishment of a free religion in 
which all could believe as they wish­
ed. All difference between CeûBttoli 
and Protestant was done «way 
with: dogma was but a fôrnfula of 
expression, not a truth to he be­
lieved under penalty. It was false 
philosophy attempting to explain 
and decide what is not within its 
jurisdiction. But it was a philoso­
phy maintained by a large number 
of men who bad been and who are 
regarded as leaders outside the 
Church. There were also a few 
within the fold. The evil was 
spreading. However, the watchman 
•on the Tower was not asleep. His 
Holiness exposed the danger and re­
quired the bishops to be vigilant, to 
watch the teaching through Semina­
ries, colleges, hnd the press. A large 
number were therefore called upon to 
hear the voice of Christ’s Vicar. It 
is seldom an encyclical attacks an 
intellectual theory. Propositions 
enunciated by witness are sometimes 
condemned. The book in which they 
appeared is withdrawn or suppressed. 
This time men had been allowed to 
go in and out, some with a warning 
others outside going from bad to 
worse—until a halt was called at 
least so far as the obedient children 
of the Church were concerned. The 
voice of the Papacy broke the ce­
dars. And through the world 
bowl was raised. Tyranny, . re­
action, no freedom of thought, . no 
room for science, ignorance—the 
Church whioh was expected to lead 
or let these new scientists jead‘fell 
back: these arc the ebulHtipns of 
offended pride heard and road here 
and there. God bless our .Qoly Fa­
ther for exposing the errortd Jurking 
in the armory of scientific f^tional- 
ism and for saving the deposit of 
supernatural-truth from the. plunder 
of these free religionists.

THE SYNTHESIS OF HERESIES 
This is the description given by 

the Holy Father of Modernism. "It 
is not," he said in his last consis­
tory, "one heresy, but the synthesis 
and poison of all heresies, amdi which 
tends to shake the v^ry foundations
of the faith and to annihilate: Chris­
tianity." The truth and nieandng 
of this eptgiammatic statement be­
comes more evident the mort we 
study the Encyclical and observe the 
tactics of the exponents of Modern­
ism. It is really a case of all the 
heresies lining up to give betile and 
take the Church by stealth or'storm. 
Heresies have for the most part cen­
tred either around Christ Himself or 
the dispensation of grace or the 
authority df the Church. F rom the 
Gnostics in the first century to thé 
Agnostics in the twentieth wherever 
it is a question of the Christ the 
answer is varied—the humanity is 
denied or the reality of His flesh— 
or His divine Sonship, or again the 
two natures are confused, until the? 
Modernists sweep all away by deny- j 
ing Sonship altogether and main- ; 
taining only one nature, the human 
to which believers have attached be­
lief of the divine. Nor is this aci 
of faith made because St. Peter said 

nor because our heaven!v Father 
hath revealed it—for they deny the 
very possibility of revelation. It is 
made by the soul's Instinctive im­
pulse. Again heresies centre largely 
upon the question of grace—its na­
ture, its economy and its dispensa­
tion. It was about grace that the 
heresiarchs of the Sixteenth century 
quarreled with the Chjirç^V CJrace) 
as a gift distinct from natére was 
admitted as a fact—so that they ad-, 
mrt/ted the supernatural. Their er­
ror started immediately, when it 

to define what sanctifying 
grace was. In their wanderings 
they strtayed farther when it camp to 
the sacraments and the application 
of grace to individual souls. A t&h 
tem of theology which errs about 
grace1 could hardly keep right about 
sin and atonement aod penance. So 
have the errors Of Luther, 
and others developed. Thé 
lets have gope the whole

** .... - .A
denying the
the gift, and in attempting 
thought its full autonomy tzhev have 
weakened It and robbed " It of rts 
brighter light Thus does Modern­
ism synthesize all errors and make 
them serve the selfish purpose of in­
tellectual pride. But furthermore, 
the desire for autonomy ài thought 
not only undermines the truth and 
reality of the lessons taught by the 
magistracy of the Church, it takes 
from this authority the power of 
Government. It does not say: "I 
will not serve” ; It says: "Your au^ 
•bhofity is null and void; my -thought, 
and including In that .my wttfc is the 
only power which can dictate -to 
me.” Thought can think all things 
for Itself, thought alone can do all 
things—and thought elpne can. gov­
ern. And aa the field of thought!'' 
stretches beyond that horizon where1 
sky and earth seem to meet, so 
mhist ft 'enter intà’ what religion and 
superstition has called the superna­
tural as well as the hearer field of 
the natural. It was time to em­
phasize the truth, to rouse the1 
watchmen titfd ceil .attention that 
old errors had risen to life—Pelogi- 
anism and Manioheanism and Scep­
ticism amd many others long"deed, 
now in hew form devastating the 
flock. Scarcely any system of phi­
losophy sbands alone, disconnected 
from any other. This is especially 
true when examining Kantian. Hege­
lian or Evolutionist pbiloso 
Kant borrowed from Hume, and 
Hegel was but a discipld of Kent, 
more brilliant than his master yet 
more dangerous. Hume's doubts are 
to be seen in Kant, and xHegel car­
ried their j doubt to denial. Evolution 
is a form, of Materialism. The two— 
Hegel and Evolution—are closely
connected; for Hegel is but a spi­
ritualized materialist, and his whole 
system is a panoramic attempt at 
the evolution of God, the universe, 
man—In all as well as in Modernism 
is atheism, unreality, continuous 
change, autonomy of thought, de­
nial or doubt of religion amd immor­
tality. This is the synthesis of 
theological and phdipsophioal here­
sy. ______________

PENDING SHANGES IN ST.
PATRICK’S.

No official announcement having 
come from His Grace anent peri ding 
changes at St. Patrick’s, wc can 
say absolutely nothing in the mat­
ter. Everyone may rest assured, 
however, that at the opportune time 
the Archbishop will in the proper 
manner make known what definite 
action will be taken upon the ques­
tion at issue. The daily newspa­
pers, whose conflicting reports were 
entirely unauthorized, are not our in­
spiration, and as His Grace regulates 
his own affairs, not the newspapers, 
it is the part of wisdom, not to 
mention courtesy, to watt until he 
does so. Our people should know 
by now that the Archbishop, when 
di-ocesem or parish affairs require 
adjusting, issues his mandate in an 
official manner, from the pulpit, not 
taking the daily press Into bis con­
fidence first.
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Christmas in Rome.
Occasionally the sun on Christmas 

morning in Rome rises in golden 
splendor in a sky of the ten derest 
azure—a Roman blue. But this is 
only cm occasions. As a rule, the 
heavéms are of as greyish a hue as 
you would' find' anywhere in the Bri­
tish Isles and, moreover, weeping co­
piously.

This season in Italy is not so es­
sentially a family festival as is the 
case in more northern countries; still 
of later years the. interest has de­
cidedly increased.

Three or four days before the 25th 
of December the scarlet liveries of 
Queen MargberPba were formerly fre­
quently to be seen in the Corso, 
waiting while the "Pearl of Savoy" 
selected suitable presents for her ^ re­
lations and her entire suite. And 
Victor Emanuel and his dark-eyed 
consort are by no means behindhand 
in this respect, while at the Vatican 
the Holy Father annually distributes 
thousands of francs for the 'benefit of 
the starving poor jn the Eternal 
City. Amongst the Romans of the 
upper and middle classes, however, 
and especially the' latter, the gifts 
exchanged are mostly of an edible .na­
ture, consisting of special delicacies 
appropriate to the season; presents 
-of a more ornamental nature being 
reserved for New. ‘Year’s Day, or the 
Epiphany, which is celebrated as a 
special "feota" for- the juvenile por­
tion of the population.

"Fanettone" are in great request at 
this time. These are large calces, 
made of eggs 11 and flour, containing 
at somewhat lengthy Intervals a few 
isolated currents, or else the sugar 
is omitted and they are flavored with 
cheese. In either case they 
somewhat insipid» and yet for 
week before Christmas postmen 
be seen staggering under their com­
bined weight, and tmcles and 
thers-in-law, aunts and cousins
to “ * * ‘ “ “

rate by an unenterprising foreigner, 
to go a Icing way, and the school­
boy term "stickjaw" is one which 
can be applied to it with singular 
appropriateness.

Plum pudding is an unknown quan­
tity in an Italian menage, but its 
place is somewhat satisfactorily sup­
plied by a hard end decidedly undi- 
gestible preparation composed prin­
cipally of flour and unstoned raisins, 
these latter "thick as leaves in Vel- 
lanrbrosa." The following is a fair­
ly typical menu of a Roman dinner 
on Christmas Day; Soup, in which 
float small bat-shaped pieces of 
home-made macaroni filled with minc­
ed meat, first makes its appearance, 
amd is replaced by the boiled meat 
of which it has been made, surround­
ed by vegetables. This in its turn is 
usually followed either by a dish of 
"frito misto," or brains, artichokes, 
liver, etc., friend to that golden hue, 
which seems only attainable in an 
Italian frying pan, or else a large 
Bologna sausage flavored with gar­
lic. These are a specialty of the 
season, and, decorated with paper 
frills, their ends tied up with gaily- 
colored ribbons, are to be seen adorn­
ing every grocer’s shop. After the 
"frito" course either a turkey stuffed 
with chestnuts, or a fat capon sur­
rounded by fried sippets of bread 
and pounded anchovies, usurps public 
attention, and the repast is brought 
to a conclusion by the favorite Ita­
lian sweet, "pauma montata," com­
posed of whipped and delicately-fla­
vored cream piled high in a glass 
dish over chestnuts which bave been 
previously boiled and rubbed through 
a sieve. The shops put on thdir 
most sensitive aspects as the "festa" 
approaches, the confectioners being 
especially fascinating with their ar­
ray of dainty cakes and bonbons in 
artistically tinted satin bags or 
gaily ornamented boxes. And the 
requirements of the English colony 
are extensively catered for, Christ­
mas and New Year cards, at about 
double the prioe at which these sou­
venirs can be procured in England, 
are obtainable at several shops. 
Gleaming holly berries are on sale 
in the "Piazza di Spagna," and the 
proprietress of the Engl fish tea 
rooms in the. same locality supplies 
most excellent plum puddings and 
mince pies for the benefit of her com­
patriots in a foreign land.

Time was when, nine days before 
the festival of Christmas, ’-’Fifféri" 
or shepherds from the purple Abruzzi 
•mountains, made their appearance in 
the streets of Rome, evoking strange 
sounds from bagpipes and chanting 
quaintly worded carols. These, how­
ever, with many other ancient cus­
toms, have entirely disappeared froaù 
modern Rome. She has improved es 
regards sanitation, progress and 
civilization in general, but a good 
deal of her picturesqueness and a lit­
tle of her charm, have passed with 
the fleeting years. The religious ce­
remonies are naturally a good deal

1
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"Manger" which takes place on the 
afternoon of the 25th in St. Mary 
Major’s, is an imposing spectacle. It 
is borne aloft by a red-robed Card!- 1 ‘ olic ToUTS, 18? Broadway,
nal, precoded by ermine-caped and + _________ ' „ „„__
purple-cassooked "Mansigmori" emd 
other ecclesiastical dignitaries. The 
vast Basilica, where exquisitely-hued 
Byzantine mosaics gleam amidst the 
incense-laden dusk is crowded with 
various nationalities, and the voices 
of the Sistine Choir, Romo's: sweet­
est sibgers, rise and fall in waves of 
harmony. In every church and cha­
pel through-out the city Mass is cele­
brated at midnight on Christmas eve, 
and in every place of worship is 
arranged a more or less artistic t'e- 
presentation of the Stable at Beth­
lehem. On the Eve, kept toy the 
Catholic Church as a fast day, 
it is the custom to indulge in a fish 
dinner, of which eels form a con­
spicuous feature, and it may toe as­
serted that, perhaps with the excep­
tion of very young children, no Ro­
man seeks his couch until it is very 
nearly time for the sun either to 
rise in glory or Jbo smile at him 
through tears on Christmas morn­
ing.
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