DRI BT

270

THE FARMER’'S ADVOCATE

AND HOME MAGAZINE.

THE LEADING AGRICULTURAL JOURNAL
IN THE DOMINION.

PUBLISHED WEEKLY BY
THE WILLIAM WELD COMPANY (LIMITED).

JOHN WELD, MANAGER.

Ageats for *“ The Farmer's Advocate and Home
Winnipeg, Man.

Journal,”
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Descriptions of New Grains, Roots or Vegetables not gen-
erally known, Particulars of Experiments Tricd, or Improved
Methods of Cultivation, are each and all welcome. Con-
tributions sent us must not be furnished other papers
until after they have appeared in our columns. Rejected
matter will be returned on receipt of postage.
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not to any individual connected with the paper.
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33 eggs, while the other laid 23. It kept the
lead into January. About this time we thought
of trying a little experiment with o certain poul-
try food, and were about to us: it on the poorest-
doing jen. IHowever, the use of this food in-
volved preparing a daily mash, which it was not
conienicnt for us ,to do, so the exjeriment was
not commenced. Strangely enough, about this
time the other jen bezan to pull ahead, complet-
ing Januvary with 170 eges to their credit, \\;i:_ilv
the first pen had 169, and maintaining the lead
through the early rart of I'ebruuary, with an aver-
age of 12 egus per dayv, as against 8.8 by its,
rival. Now, suprosing we had introduced some
change in fecd or treatment wren proposed, would
not ninety-nin: out of a hundred persons have at-
tributed the relative improvement to this change
Yet, obviously, it was due to some unobecerved dif-
ference in the stock—more early pullets in one pen,
perhaps, than in the other. This experience  is
typical of thousands, on!y these negative experi-
ences are not often recorded. So o we say, experi-
ment, but be slow to draw conclusions from your
experiments. Wautch the conditions to get  them
balanced, repeat the test time after time, and cven
then take cvery precaution to see how yvour ex-
perience conforms to that of others. lixperience
is a valuable teacher, hut no one person’s experi
ence teaches the whole lesson.

“ The

readers is divected to the announce nent on pagee

The attention of I'armer's  Adyocate

229 f the Feb. Sth issue, of prizes for contvibhu
tions on the discomforts and loss s cansed I

bad roads, and the bhest means ol eflecting

provement. In all scctions there ate store~ ol
valuable information drawn from expericnce  on
this subject, and the object is to have this e
sented in concise and readable style for the general
good. Read the conditions, and prepare a con
tribution, which is to reach this oflice on or he

fore March 1st.
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Educated from the Farm.

Editor *‘ The Farmer's Advocate ' :

What is the matter with Ontario? This has
been asked so many times, and so many answers
have been given, that it would appear useless to
open the subject again. That the rural popula-
tion is not increasing, has become a serious prob-
lem, and the Colonization Department is doing all
in its power to bring in farmers and farm laborers
from the Old Country.

But where are the boys who were raised on
these farms, and why did they leave ? Ontario
offers great inducement to the farmer to make his
home here and cultivate the soil, yet one can find
thousands of acres given up to grazing purposcs
within an hour's ride of London, yielding an an-
nual revenue of two or three dollars an acre,
which, if properly tilled, might yield one hundred
dollars.

It is no wonder that the cost of living is high,
when so few are engaged in producing food. Tt
has occurred to me that the real reason farm life
is not more inviting has not yet becn mentioned,
unless it was by Prof. A. E. Chamberlain, in ad-
dressing the Ontario Corn-growers’ Association.
He said that our rural schools had not kept pace
with those in other parts of the world, and that
we had made little, if any, improvement along
this line in the last twenty years. Mr Chamber-
lain began as an Ontario school teacher, thirty
years ago, and has been interested in educational
institutions in several of the Northwestern States,
and is well qualified to give an opinion.

Now, we have been patting ourselves on the
back and assuring ourselves, and even making the
assertion to others, who, by the way, pay little
attention to our boasting, that we have the best
school system in the whole world. Can it be that
we are mistaken in what we think we have, and
that our rural schools, instead of being the best,
as we are boasting they are, are really not very
good—are really among the poorest ? When 1
look closely, I find that my own children, thirteen
and fourteen years old, have already left the farm
in order to secure even a fairly good education.
T find that our old schoolhouse, part of which was
built over sixty years ago, is just as overcrowded
and unsanitary as ever. I find that, while the
children who have attended this old school are
naturally as bright-looking as any children any-
where, they have great difticulty in passing the
Fintrance examinations. In fact, many of them
never succeed in passing at all.

And vet so much of the time in this common
rural school is taken up in preparing pupils for
the High School, and none at all given the child
to prepare him for his life work, if he is to be a
farmer, that, mavhe, after all, our school svstem
is to hlame for lack of rural population, though
really it hurt us to be told so in as manv words.

Fissex ("o., Ont, J. 0. DUKE.

[Note.—It pains us to think that so wide-awake
a man as Mr. Duke has been so irregular or so in-
attentive a reader of ““ The FFarmer’s Advocate ™
as his letter denotes. IFor at least ¢ix vears we
have been maintaining persistently that our school
system was contributing  heavily to divert our
voung people from the farm to professional and
other urhan emploviment. We  have specified
criticism after criticism, and piled argument on
argument, but up until a very recent date all we
could say seemed to he falling upon ears that
were not open to hear. Of couarse, Proi. Cham-
berlain is mainly right, even if, perhaps, a trifle
sweeping, and anything that has vet heen done in
this Province towards reform of rural education
is but a dron in the hucket. Our whole public-
school svstem necds to Le radically reformed, so
as to relate it more intiirately to country life and
wor'h In the past, the whole tendency has heen
to educate away from the farm, wherecas a ration-
al <chool svstem for an  agricultural Province
would he rather, to educate for the
farm—or, at least. not to the prejudice of rural

esioned,

life and oceupation. Tt is indeed time woe ceased
patting oorselves on the haek and began to <it up
and open our eyves -Tditor.)

Tovery tiwe one undertakes to erect o building

or eflect any other imrrovement on his farm, he
is confronted with the question whether to do it
“on the cheap " or croditably and well The
than he had

and the temyptation is great to sNimp

latter almost  alwavs costs nore

counted M

a little A< porule, this course yields the least
atistaction in the end While there is no justis
cation for throwine money away in supertluous
penditnr t 1s a pretty safe policy not to slicin
the utility and durahility of a building for iy
siihe of caving a few dollars on first cost \
extra horrels of cement or  a thousand ie t
extra mrone material may make the differem
tween o tirst class permanent asset and a s

ble, crnblinge, sagpging, short-lived struet

calling Tor renenwal or repairs
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HORSES.

A combination of size and speed is what i
required in the light-horse sire, with the greatest
emphasis placed upon size.

Don’t allow the severe weather to interfere
with the brood mare’'s exercise. A few hours in
the yard regularly, even if the weather is  cold,
is far more likely to insure satisfactory results
than either continuous idleness or intermittent
exercise.

Decp snow can be utilized to good advantage
in breaking the colts to be put to work when
needed in the spring. There are few better meth-
ods of taking the *‘ wire edge '~ off the youngsters
than by driving them through a fair depth of
snow previous to hitching them to the sleigh.

Horses do not seem to be injured by reason of
being stabled in a cold building, but they sufler
perhaps more quickly than other classes of stock
from poor ventilation. Damp stables are exceed-
ingly unhealthful, and drafts are to be carefully
avoided in the horse barn.

With so many very poor light oats in the
country, and with feed as scarce as it is now,
some care may be necescary to save the best or

the grain for the spring and summer’s work. Tt
is a mistake to feed the best while the horses are
idle. The spring wors is always strenuous, and

the plumpest, heaviest oats should be retained fov
this period.

The automobile would have rather a serious
time to make a journey over many of our country
roads at the present time, though we have lately
seen the attempt made, with disestrous results to
the sleigh track. While our good old Canadian
winters last, and there seems to be little danger
of their disappearance, judging from the weather
so far cxperienced this season, the horse will con-
tinue to he the surest, fastest and most appre-
ciated rural motive power for conveyvance. Drifts
do not bar the horse and sleigh, but they are
mountains of qguicksand to the motor. SHick to
the horse and get yvearly satisfaction.

With feed expensive, prospective horse-buyvers
are refraining from making purchases until the ani-
mals are needed for work. As spring approaches,
the demand will in all probability increase rapid-
Iv.  There is an abundance of work to he accom-
plished in the short time during seeding. Many
must have more horse-vower, and when that time
comes buyvers cannot hesitate ; thev must make
their purchascs practically recardless ol cost. Ob-
servers look for prices to rice as spring approaches,
and those having the rircht Kind of animals for
sale should ha“e no trouble in disposing, of them
at cood prices

The Value of the Extended
Pedigree.
hreed socicties adopt  ditterent

of pedigree blanks, it most of the pedigrees, when
written on these

Different forms

blanks, are
and very often lay

comparatively short,
much more stress upon  the

breeding on one line ol ancestry than the  other.
FFor instance, the new form of Clydesdals pedigree
places the greater emyphuasis on the site’s ~ide, while
in a Shorthorn pedigres the  sire's hrecding  1s
practically  disrecarded. and the dam's ancestry
noted To ge. over the difficulty, and make it

possible to obtain extended forms, the Canadian
Clvdesdale Torse Association protuce these form
filledd in on both sides of ancestry for several gen
erations. for the nominal for of 50 cents over and
ahove the orizinal recistration fee of one dollar
for the shorter form

While ‘he sire and dam have the ereatest  an
cestral imfluence of any generation, the more e

ote aneestry must be rechoned with (alton,
the preat scientist, allowed 25 per cent. induenc::
cach to sive and dam, 12} per cent. each o grand-
stre_aed grandam,  and  6.25 per cent. each to
wreat-arandsire and great-erandam, and so on in
anetrn relroeression,  @meneration alter oenera
Lol 1GR9  C [ SO Whether this is correct or not,
Ve miprepared toosay, but it looks quite rea
nahleand all are agreed that the inlluence ex-
11 Poor individnals of no 1‘;1!‘”"121.’”‘ line o
Breedine detract from a pedigree, no matter how
tar heek they apoear, and animals of known ex-
e 0o hreedine value prove o wreat help in
Fine the tock, even if they are rather far re-
( 1ot tedigrens,
W\ e extended form excels the short formn
Phat ot ot only gives one <ide of aneestry, but
! vl ek tos wreater length, than the shorter

s, the dam  and  <ire, grandam and
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