1887.] Current Religions 7o

scribed by law, even to the very buttons! In
many instances the effects on minister
such that one wishes a new Lu

land of Luther and the return of Paul t
preach the freedom of the gospel in f;
Jewich legalism.

From ministers themselves who yearn for
a living Christianity I bave heard bitter
complaints about this legalistic t

dene
among preachers and in the chureh at large
Instead of the at truths of the el
ministers become absorh by | t d
tails and lose their life in formalitices A
live minister from an important eity told
me lately that he found no intelleetual co
panionship among the other ministers: they
were toomuch oceny 1 thea t, t
and eummin to read th f nent
German  theologian nd !l rout
rather than earnest life « I the ut
tention. That his complaints are not )
lated is evident from a surve £ the e
ions and theological literature of t du
These routinists, knov ouly t « |
methio king them the sta 1
f jud 1 for 1, are | t
in de L t peculiar to Ar
can and Engzlish Cl t

A death hav 1 in of th

s belon American church
n I was mduct t funeral
The man ha char of the
svard, however, d red that he
let me perform the services in

ietery unless I wore a gown, Al

ts to convy e him that the -

ment wias not essential were of ne

hesimply referrved to the letter of 1he regu
lations and siaid he bad no option what-
ever in the matter I then called on the
chief pastor of the church to which the

cemetery belon by exnlainine my

position to hiv
toconduet the services, He, | ver, i
formed me that if 1 had belonged to what
are desiznated seets in Gerr Le could
not have granted the permis: 1, but should
have been oblized to send me to Dr, Hegel,

president of the supreme church couneil,
for a permit. At the gate of the cemetery
[ was met by the man in ¢harge, and when
I

Lhim the permit «

the pastor T was
allowed to perform the services, What
nder if the common people learn to re-
gurd preseribed garments and forms as es-
't
The evil veferred to is deep and wide-

spread: nevertheless ther

sential to the eflicacy of ministerial

are igns of
progress in the church. The best
isin the fact that existing
ing more

evidence

evils are becom-
wwident to the church itself Ihe
and
itis felt that judgment must begin with the
house of God.

sizns of the times are being discerned,

hat great teacher, the necd
of the times, has been  instrocting  the

church,  Socialism and Catholicism arve the

nemies, But thed

vt of Continental Furope

nergetic azents in this work of instraction

nd diseipline,  In the pulpit as

ew life, The evils are freely disc

£ admitted tha

tion for meet

enormous, dift t

ditions and historical devel

wnd from political complicat

ent, Even the liv mtroversi

the Evangelical ¢ h itse
nents, evidence of

mar ted it-
laa d wlmitted even
b cular writer In Histe of the
N ( LI | Hes 1 luntsehli savs
Nool rver 1 ey ' cil Have
failed 1o notice that t t ropean
world ha o s tl it wa
in the preced 1 wure, 1-
was well as e st Iy ind
change, and t et tted elass wve b
un to ta i) religious questions
v had contemy ly refused todoa
L R t the awakening in
( el Lthis emin writer
ut ultramontanism at once tricd to
t ¢ 1 of this tendency, that it
A Lo . whas it had not possessed
1 Ydependence of pric s on
bishops and of bishops on the pope became
severcr than ever,and the Jesuit theologians
cured t 1S la in Rome,™
\ - sof the union of ehurch
wnd state is the fact that the German gove
roment adopt e theory that every child
shall receive e s instruction, The pro-
visions of the theory are excellent; but their
practical application in many cases far
from benefic rey oo, the evils above
mentioned ar to w Teachers in
the publie sel rappointe 1 the prin-
ciple of learned qualitications, not for the
ke of spiritual excellencies,  Those to

whom is committed the task of reli

st

but spiritually profitable,

m
st
in

1

also become the means of ercating an al

1,

youth is asked what studies he is pursuing
} S| aks of *“taking™

ruction often make the lessons anything

udies of the school, While the

struction affords the best opportunitios for

uking |

raversion to rel

well

he religious press there are evider

iting them
uch ona level with the other pre
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ces of a
od and
IS the cons
Hted assaults of the

er

ed in
with its

f newly awakened

rious ine

eribed

religious
wsting impressions for good, it may
sion, When the German

religion just as he

does of taking other subjects, and he may

ta
wi

(e it in the same sense,  Thus with all the

dom in the legislation on religious instruc-

tion, it is evident that some things cannot be

le

slated into teachers and pupils,

Thus

for the hizher schools in Russia an exeellent

plan for religious instruction has been adopt-

ed
1

, and it is legally enacted that the instruc-

on shall be living; and yet the

tussian

s in

too
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