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THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE TORONTO
BOARD OF FIRE UNDERWRITERS.

At the “nnual meeting of the Toronto Board held
in the Board Room, Lancashire building, Toronto,
on 21st February instant, there was a large attend-
ance, and it was noted that of the thirty-five com-
panies represented, no less than twenty-eight had, in
addition to their Toronto agents, the further repre-
sentation and assistance of the managers for Can
ada. This was accounted for partly by the fact that
the quarterly meeting of the C. F. U. A, was held in
Toronto the previous day, and partly by the import-
ance of this annual meeting of the Toronto Board
because of the large merease in rates in cortan sec
tions of the city, and the consideration of same,
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Being the first annual meeting of the Tor g
loard in the new century, this was also notabl
being in many respects a record meeting.  The pre-
wence of so many principals give a firm tone to the
proceedings, and it was noticeable that a deternina.
tion existed to maintain the order of the C. I, U A
that rates be advanced under the direction oi the
secretary, on “certain classes of risks, and upon cer-
tain specially endangered blocks™ in Toronto. -
casionally an agent, considering increases were too
severe upon certain risks would claim the reconsidera-
tion of the meeting, and, perhaps, move an amenl-
ment in modification, but whilst giving patient, re-
spectful hearing to such suggestions, it was remark-
able how, almost unanimously, the “original motion”
would be carried. The city press complained of the
“harshness” of the Underwriters at this juncture, hut
overlook the fact that the heavy increase applies only
to some fourteen kinds of hazards, which have proved
unprofitable to all companies over a series of years,
at the present rates. The other advances are moder-
ate, and graduated, applying to blocks endangered
by some special hazard in their midst, and which he
wholly in the “congested district.” Outside this dis-
trict rates are unchanged, except as they may e
affected by reason of a risk coming under one or
other of the above fourteen classes, These classcs
are as follows:—Departmental Stores, Pork Packing
Houses, Soap Factories, Wood-working Risks, using
Paints, Oils and Varnish, Clothing Factories and
Manufacturing Tailors, Wall Paper Factories, Laun-
dries using Steam, Wholesale Millinery Stocks, Paper
Box Factories, General Storage Warchouses, Con-
fectionery and Biscuit Factories, Picture Moulding
Factories, Shirt and Collar Factories, Paper Bag Fac-
tories.  Generally, these are advanced from 15 to 30
and 60 per cent. of former rates. The departmental
stores come in for a 50 per cent. advance; general
storage, 25 per cent. It was considered fairer to levy
the extra tax upon classes in the city and elsewhere
where companies have lost money, rather than make
a general advance over the whole city business. All
these increases and new ratings were ordered to be
come operative, and apply on and after noon of the
21st inst. New business and renewals to be made
strictly subject to this rule. It was very compliment-
ary to the secretary of the Toronto Board, Mr, Mc-
Cuaig, to have all his recommendations regarding
rates as applied by him under the Resolution of the




