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connection with the events of 1815 and 1816
on the Red River, to the court of the King’s
Bench at its autumn sitting in York. Be-
ginning in October 1818, there were successive
trials of persons accused by Lord Selkirk of
various crimes. The cases were heard by
Chief Justice Powell, assisted by Judges
Boulton and Campbell. The evidence in
regard to the massacre at Seven Oaks was full
of interest. A passage from the speech of
one of the counsel for the defence shows the
ideas then current in Canada as to the value
of the prairie country. Sherwood, one of the
counsel, emphatically declared that Robert
Semple was not a governor; he was an em-
peror. ¢ Yes, gentlemen,’ reiterated Sherwood,
his voice rising, ‘I repeat, an emperor—a
bashaw in that land of milk and honey,
where nothing, not even a blade of corn,
will ripen.’ The result of the trials was
disheartening to Selkirk. Of the wvarious
prisoners who were accused not one was found
guilty.

Lord Selkirk did not attend the trials of
the Nor'westers at York, and seems to have
returned to Britain with his wife and children
before the end of the year 1818. He was
ill and in a most melancholy state of mind.




