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Union ! What numerous existences were compressed and included
in those few lives of our early settlers.*

The question in its reliijiona aspect is easily understood. The
most welcome promise made by God was that mentioned in Deut.
viii. 14: " There shall not be male or female barren among you."
Property, titles, honours could not bring so much delight to a people
who thought barrenness, in wedlock, a reproach. All Christian
nations are instructed to believe, that matrimony has for its prin-
cipal end the propagation of mankind ; although it has other
accessory ends, such as the comfort aftbrded by the society of man
and woman, «&c. In the exercise of the rights of marriage nothing
can be done against its final end. Hence thj condemnation of
the ci'ime (Genesis xxxviii. 9) in a mere natural point of view
God alone being the giver of life, the married parties arc but His
instruments in the bestowing of life. They have no more control
over the beginning and continuation of life in the mother's womb
than they have over the life of the child born. The foetus in utero
has the same right to the enjoyment of life, as the child after it

is born. At the very moment of conception, there is, at least,

material or physical life, and more probably animated life also, as
many are of opinion that the anima, or soul, is united to the body
at the very moment of conception. Even were that union to take
place later, the foetus enjoys already physical life of its own, and
is intended by the law of nature to enjoy animated life : nay it has
a right to it, of which right none, save the Master of life Himself,
can deprive it. Hence, whether the union of the soul and body
be consummated in the act of conception, or later, there is a violent
and unlawful snatching of human life, if the foetus be destroyed.

An objection may .-o raised : when the foetus constitutes danger
of death for the mother—a plea put forth by the strong and the

*It was always the aim and effort of French Canada to encourage early
marriages, and to develop native population. In the middle of the 17th century
young girls were selected in France for their piety and virtue, and sent to Canada,
where they were soon sought in marriage. A dower of twenty livres wa? given
to each one, and families of ten children, resulting from the union, were presented
with 1,200 francs, and l,eOO francs to families of twelve. In 1660 there were
2,500 persons in the Colony; yet in eleven years, 700 children were born. Even
now, taking the whole Province of Quebec, we find an average of a fraction over
tieven peraons under each roof, or more than 6'23 persons in every famUv AmouK
the births the preponderance of those of the male sex is remarkable, a'percentage
of 51-13 to 48-87 female. As the deaths occur among male and female children
alike, the preponderance of the former is steadily increasing, and indicates in a
marked manner a difference with what obtains in Europe where the male popula-
tion 18 as 49 61 males to 50-39 females. The hirth=ratc in the city of Montreal
among the French Canadian population is now 64 per 1000, the largest birth
rate in any country in the world.


