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came on a visit to the English court a certain

prince, wlio was afterward known to history as

Rudolf the Third of Ruritania. 'J'he prince was a

tall, handsome young fellow, marked (maybe
• marred, it is not for me to say) by a somewhat un-

usually long, sharp, and straight nose, and a mass

of dark-red hair—in fact, the nose and the hair

which have stamped the Elphbergs time out of

mind. He stayed some months in England, where
he was most courteously received; yet in the end
he left rather under a cloud. For he fought a duel

(it was considered highly well bred of him to waive
all question of his rank) with a nobleman, well

known in the society of the day, not only for his

own merits, but as the husband of a very beautiful

wife. In that duel Prince Rudolf received a severe

wound and recovering therefrom, was adroitly

smuggled ofif by the Ruritanian ambassador, who
had found him a pretty handful. The nobleman
was not wounded in the duel; but the morning be-
ing raw and damp on the occasion of the meeting,
he contracted a severe chill, and failing to throw it

ofif, he died some six months after the departure


