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He fii-st of all suppressed the class of informers, rfnd
purished tue most turbulent among the pr^toriana He
then gave back to the senate its ancient powers, promoted
commerce by making new roads, canals, and bridges, and
by enlarging the port of Centumcellse. He was the fii-st
emperor who promoted the education of children of both
sexes, and adorned not only Rome and Italy, but even
the provinces, with temples, triumphal arches, and other
ornamental buildings.

In Eome he instituted -x public library, and laid out a
new Forum, in the centre of which rose the famous
column which stiH exists, representing in its bas-relief
his own exploits against the Dacians. He was fond of
intellectual society, and honoured such men as TacitUs
the historian, and the younger Pliny. His excellent
wife Plotma, and his sister, Marciana, greatly contributed
by their example towards the improvement in the con-
duct of the higher classes.

Trajai»deeply felt the humiliation of being obliged to
pay to the Da^.-ians the tribute by which Domitian had
purchased their peace, and accordingly, in a.d. 100, he
proceeded with a large army to Dacia, defeated its kin<'m several battles, took his capital, arid at last granted to
the king a peace, on condition that a portion of his terri-
toiy should be ceded to the empire, a.d. 103. But in^e year following, the Dacians again rose in arms, and
J>ajan, having caused a stone bridge to be built over the
Danube, marched into Dacia, and pressed the king so
hard that, m a.d. 106, he put an end to his own life.
Dacia now becajne a Roman province, and numerous
Roman colonies were established in the countiy, which
Boon spread Roman civilisation among the Dacians On
his return to Rome, Trajan erected the above-mentioned
column.

In A.D. 114, when the Parthians again threatened the
trontiers of the empire, Trajan immediately marched
against them. In Aimenia he was received by the
people with open aims, and their country was made aRoman province. He then oonqueied MeBopotamia,
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