
The Citealcsl Malhematital rhllofol^hcr i(i:

toij'.s (liscovt-ry ot the Inw k-\\ if iuvcri.i.* scjii.iie of the iliNtniice

n- wrote to Halley,— " And now haviii}^ sincertly told yon the

o.i-:e l>t;twet.-ti Mr. Hooke and liie. I hope I sh.ill be free for tht

future fro:n the preJMJice of his letters. I li:ive con^iiiertd how

!)'.'st to compose the present dispnle, and I think it in;iy he done

l>y the < nclose(l scholium to the I-'mirth Proidsition " Thiy;

s-holiii I wa.s —" The inverse law of gravity holds in all tht

celestial motions, as was discovered also indeiietideiiilv hs- my
countrymen Wren, Hooke and II alley." Tiiat tii.i\- have been

true in a certain sense, bnt it nuist be retiiembeini that these

' my conntrymeii " had oiilv barely snjij^ested the law bnt had

given no reaso" or jiroof of it.

I caniiiit forebear at this point quoting; some eloquent

passages from that classic Sir I)avid Hrewsti is /.iff t^f X'^'loii.

" The Fmtcipiii will be memorahlc not only in the annals of

one science or of one coiintr\', bnt it will form an epoch in the

history of the world, and will ever be le^arded as the buLjlitesl

page in the records of human reasoti,— a work, may we not add

which would be read with delij^ht in every ])lanel of our system

— in every system of the universe. What a j;lorioiis privilege

was it to have been the author of the Fiiiici^ia .' Tliere was but

one earth upon v\"hose form and tides and tiio\ ciiieiits the phil

os.)pher coidd exercise his genius.— one moon, whi'si- pertitrba

tions and itieqiialilies and actions he could study.- -one sun

whose controlling force and apparent motions he could I'llci-.latt

and <letermine.— one system of planets, whose mutual disturb-

ances could tax his highest reason,- one system of comets

wliose i-.-cciitric paths he could explore and :> ctify,- - and one

universe if stars, to whost; binary and nui'itiple combinations he

could extend the law of terrestial gravity. To have been the

chosen sa^je summoned to the stnd\ of that earth, these systems,

anil that universe; the favored lawgiver to wotlils uiuiuuibercd,

the iiigh-priest in the temple of boundless space, was a privilege

thai could be granted but to one member of the human family
,

and to have executed the task was an achievement which in it.--

niagiiitu le can be iUeasured onlv by the iiilin . in space, and in

'.Wmi!"*KI»f'mm'iimK, ^^simmnnm


