
THE LAST OF THE MOHICANS 15
After the first surprise of the InteUIgence had « ttttl*

abated, a rumour was spread through the intrenched camp,
which stretched along the margin of the Hudson, formtag
a chain of outworks to the body of the fort Itself, that a
chosen detachment of fifteen hundred men was to depart
with the dawn for WUUam Henry, the post of the northern
extremity of the portage. That which at first was only
rumour soon became certainty, as orders passed from the
quarters of the commander-in-chief to the several corps he
had selected for this service to prepare for their speedy de-
parture. All doubt as to the tention of Webb now van-
ished, and an hour or two of hurried footsteps and anxious
faces succeeded. The novice hi the military art flew from
point to pohit, retardhig his own preparations by the excess
of his violent aad somewhat distempered zeal ; while the
more practteed veteran made hU arrangements with a de-
liberation that scorned every appearance of haste ; though
his sober Uneaments and anxious eye sufflcienUy betrayed
that he had no very strong professional relish for the (as
yet) untried and dreaded warfare of the wilderness. At
length the sun set to a flood of glory behind the distant
western hills

; and as darkness threw its veU around the
secluded spot, the sounds of preparation dhninished ; the
last light flnaUy disappeared from the log-cabhi of some
officer; the trees cast their deeper shadows over the mounds
and the rippUng stream ; and a sUence soon pervaded the
camp, as deep as that which reigned hi the vast forest by
which it was environed.

Accordhig to the orders of the preceding night, the
heavy sleep of the army was broken by the roUhig of the
warnhig drums, whose ratUing echoes were heard issutacon the damp momfag ah-, out of every vista of the woods

t^fin1n.?%r ^^^.^° ^^T *^* *«8«y "«*^«» o' some
taU pines of the vicinity, on the openhig brightness of a softand cloudless eastern sky. In an histant the whole camp
was in motion

;
the meanest soldier aroustag from his laii%

to witness the departure of his comrades, and to share tothe excitement and incidents of the hour. The sfanple array
of the chosen band was soon completed. While the reguliand trahied hhrelings of the Khig marched with ready
haughtfaiess to the ri, t of the Une, the less pretenSng
oolonbts took their humbler posiUon on lis left, with a
dodlity that long practice had rendered easy. The scouto
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