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and rivers of the eastern coast o{ these provinces the tide of

population moved, at first impelled liy the love of adventure and

the prospects of huntinff, later by political necessities.

The second inflow of settlers ca:-..e from New Englan 1 in

search of cod and commerce. Convenient stations they f'nind m
the harlxnirs of Cf'"«cto and Canso and in those ol the Hay of

Fundy. I-ater '.n. t. e ai 'ivil of Cornwallis and the prospects of

trade attracted large numbers to Halifax. .\nd in 1759 the pro-

clamati<m of (ifM-ernor I.awrrnce bnniKht from Massachusetts

and Rhode Islanil an excellent hand of settlers to take up the

fertile lands from which the .\cadi-ins lad been driven.

The fear of h'rench ajjpressirn im >elled New h'npland ti^

attack and capture Louisbouru in 1745. Wlri Britain returned

it to France in 1748, there was Ivut one thing to do—to build a

stronger fortress between the French in Cape Breton and the

people of New EuRland. Accordingly Lord Cornwallis was sent

out to Nova Scotia to establish a fortress and a colony. In 1749

he landed in Halifax with a following of 1,176 settlers and their

(imilies. Here he built fortifications and from here he ruled

tVe province.

From the first it was recognized that a garrison without a

colony could not hold the French in check. Inducements were

accordingly offered to immigrants from Kngland. Germany, Scot-

land and New England. The colonists, particularly thos; from

New England, soon clashed with the garrlion. When political

necessities made the colonist almost indispensable, as was the

case after the expulsion of the Acadians, liberal promises of land

»;.; of self-governme.'t were made. But with the coming of

security from the enemy, the merchants and farmers found the

rule of the Governor-in-Council at Halifax irksome.

The relation of Halifax to the province, it may iw remarked,

has always been peculiar. .\t the first it was a garrison in a

hostile colony. later when the New Englanders Iwgan to settle

in the west and the Scotsmen in the east. Halifax remained a

military station and a tradinr-post. In war times its garrison

made it a safe harbour for captured vessels and a profitable place

for the sale of supplies. In limcs of peace, apart from fishing,

trade languished. Before the opening of the railways the posi-

tion of Halif.- lended to isolate it from the rest of the province.
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