
FISHERMAN'S LUCK
other day in the week. He complains bitterly of

this supposed fact, because his religious scruples

will not uUow him to take advantage of it. He con-

fesses that he has sometimes thought seriously of

joining the Seventh-Day Baptists.

Among the Pennsylvania Dutch, in the Alle-

ghany Mountains, I have found a curious tradi-

tion that Ascension Day is the luckiest in the year

for fishing. On that morning the district school is

apt to be thinly attended, and you must be on the

stream very early if you do not wish to find wet

footprints on the stones ahead of you.

But in fact, all these superstitions about fortu-

nate days are idle and presumptuous. If there were

such days in the calendar, a kind and firm Provi-

dence would never permit the race of man to dis-

cover them. It would rob life of one of its principal

attractions, and make fishing altogether too easy

to be interesting.

Fisherman's luck is so notorious that it has

passed into a proverb. But the fault with that

familiar saying is that it is Joo short and too nar-

row to cover half the variations of the angler's

7


