Democracy or tyranny of the white majority

We are slowly coming 1o the
realization that not all is well
with the state of this society. ‘We'
doesn't refer to all of us, the grand
We. Many of you know you have
been getting the shafrt for years.

In this case, ‘we’ refers to those
who run society and for whom
society is run. That is rich white
males.

The system of politics we have
is called ‘democracy.’ Appar-
ently, because everyone gets a
vote, everyone gets to say what
goes on. What a load of crap.
Sure, everyone gets a vote, but the
oligarchy, the ruling aristocracy
make the rules to
themselves.

Serve

Is there any argument to this?
Can anvone argue that rich whire
men run this city/province
country. The system is set up to
serve its own, and those who are
not of the ruling caste get
screwed. What a revelarion!
Women, blacks, Indians and the
handicapped have all known this
for centuries. I have known this
for a while now, and every so
often, the knowledge leaps again
to the front of my brain and fouls
my vision.

Apology

We would like to extend an apol-
ogy to Dave Middleton. He was
the photographer of the photo
that appeared, in an altered form,
on the cover of Vol. 22, No. 3. We
neglected to include his name.
The photo was part of Middlet-
on’s “Boyhood Exhibit."”
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What caused the leap of clarity
this rime is a document called
“Breaking the Barriers: Report
on the Task Force on Access for
Black and Native People.” One of
the phrases used in the piece is
‘systemic racism.’

I first heard the term ‘systemic

racism’ in North Preston, at a

press conterence held by the par-
ents of the kids arrested at Cole
Harbour High School. T didn't
really understand it then, but I
think I do now.

There is no Ku Klux Klan in
Nova Sconia, just as there is no
formal group thar says “women
must be kept second class citi-
zens.” There is no formal group
that says, “let’s make life difficuli
for those folks in wheelchairs.”
These formal groups are not
because the barriers
that keep people out and down

necessary,

are integrated subtly in our laws.
These

system.,

barriers are part of our

This 1s what systemic racism is:

the school system that streams

people from minoriry
‘general’ rather than
demic’ courses of study. Systemic
sexism bred the ‘pink collar
gherto.” Systemic
the lack of a ramp
straight up the front steps of the
Arts and Administrarion
Building.

So what? I am not a racist, |
believe I could walk into the cafe
at the SUB, and ask the first white
male I mer if he was a racist and
he would say no. But we are the
people who benefit from this elit-
ist society. He and I are the
winners in the game of systemic

groups

into ‘aca-

oppression is
running

oppression, because we are white
and men and able-bodied.

How Frank is Clark on

This is really painful, because
what I am writing 1s absolutely
no surprise to a huge portion of
the population. In “Breaking the
Barriers,” many of the Blacks and
Micmacs surveyed said ‘'Yeah,
another study. Here’s the prob-
lem. We'll explain it 10 you
again, for the Xth rime. Now,
what are you going to do about
ir?"

What are we going to do about
it? The task force that wrote the
document asserts that the only
way to provide fair access to the
people that have been previously
denied fair access is to confront
the problem “‘in an active and
They chal-
lenge the university to prove thé

constructive way."

skeptics wrong. There have been
other studies done on
which resulted in no
There has to be real effort, not
just lip service,

“Breaking the Barriers'” chal-
lenges the university to live up to
its commitment to fair access for
blacks and natives. In the
way, anyone who claims to be
anti-racist or anti-sexist or any-
thing like that had better be pre-
pared to prove it. It is not enough
to claim to want equality, for one

access,
acrion.

same

is not innocent until proven
guilty in this situation. Like
Tony Bird, a white African, says
“If you're not part of the solution,
vou're part of the machine.”
Sandy MacKay

the president’s residence? z;é

The September 12 issue of
Frank magazine brought up the
issue of Dalhousie President and
Vice-Chancellor Howard Clark's
renovations to his official house
in 1986. This was in addition 1o
the $400,000 spent in 1983 by the
previous president. The $109,000
renovations to . his
address came from
funds and frem the
pockets. This’ issue

for these
Oxford St.
University
taxpayers’

seems (0 pop up at least onece a

year as a new batch of students
becomes familiar with the Dal-
housie campus. The article also
mentioned his laboratory in the
chemistry building that Clark is
seldom seen in and few students
see.

I'alking to students old and
new, it was passible to get the
reactions of those who should be
concerned as tuition fee payers,
When asked if they were familiar
with Clark, they gave surprisin

answers.-Many were unfamikiar

at the ﬁnlverauv “angl his lab.
However, some had brief re Hec-
tions of the aging issue offhr’: ren-
ovations to Clark’sthorise and had
mixed feelings abotit

Some were up! calling it a
blatant misuse” of university
funds. They insisted the money

arcC

Attention fellow student tra-
vellers. We are faced with the
threat of losing our train! Pro-
posed legislation calls for the
shur-down of Via Rail services in
Atlantic Canada!

Can we let the Conservative
Mulroney government believe
Atlantic Canadians are too lazy

“all interviews

with Glark, his position and titlés

should have gone to help keep
classes that were being cut. This
is a result of the budget cutbacks
Clark called for at the same time
as he petitioned the board of gov-
€rnors f”l' !h(' renov Llli(_)n money.
Other students said the money
was being used wisely, and that
the President’s house must reflect
the quality of theuniversity. The
latier group of stidents were ech-

“oing what Dr, Clark had said“in

sincé  the

renovations.

) | ] aiummfunmons.
ln 10 mft"t few “last Tue.\day.
Clark ‘said“his house was very
important for keeping in’touch
with Dalhousiue alummni. He also
said this upkeep of ihe president’s
house is the same at Harvard or

-‘iunfmd A ‘students were unfa-

iliat with him or his house, it
to their own unsocial

behaviour and not his. He was

quick to point out that six
hundred students were at his
house for breakfast at the start of
the year before Shinerama. He
also said, “if studenrs have any
problems my door is open.”” He
said he tries to attend many func-
tions and holds many more at his

for VI

and apathetic to motivate our-
selves towards saving our invalu-
able train service? Should we
allow the Canadian government
1o assume no one uses the train?

I do not think so. If you agree,
get involved. A protest march is
being planned which will
SMU,

include students of Dal,

’ before by
“ Although he had no problems

(Iark- used - Ihe term "major:-‘

house.

Much of this problem should
be-puraside. This 1ssue has been
coming up over and over. Even
with the repetition of the 1ssue in
the local newspapers, most stu-
dents have orily dim memories of
it. The guestions asked the presi-
dent have been asked many rimes
ANy reporters.

answering the questions, he won-
dered ;l]uud if this issue would

.__commue torarise annually for the
" ‘next one hundered years.

Ev n three years later, Clark
¢laims all the functions held at

-~his house and the research done ar

his lab have helped the university
imanensely inone way or another.

At the bottom line, it is the
individual who must decide
whether the money was used well
or not. It is important to let the
issue fall aside like that of the
Prime Minister's last pay raise.
The public has a right 1o know,
but the issue has been beaten and
more pressing issues must be
attended to during this year, both
on the campus and in the city. It is
up to the board of governors o
decide how must a good president
and a good university cost.

. Paul Beasy

A Rall

King's, NSCAD, and the Mount.
Stay tuned for further
information.

Voice your support at the stu-
dent union information desk or
call. Thank you for your concern.

Kristin Grimson
Robin Oakley
Roxanne Deevey
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