10

THE GATEWAY, Thursday, October 2, 1975,

French Women Fighting Ever Since the
Revolution )

“French women have been involved in
politics for some two hundred years,” says
Ms. Nicole Guillemet-More, producer of the
CBC radio French public affairs program
“Implosion” in Vancouver.

“Many women fought in the 1789
revolution,” she says, “and they have been
fighting for their rights ever since.” In
France women did not secure the vote until
1945. Abortion was illegal until last year.
French women earn an average of 30 per
cent less than men.

But Ms. Guillemet-More thinks French
women may have some advantages over
those in Canada. They enjoy some of the.
same right as Canadian women, and then
some.

"“The day care system in France is unlike
any other in the world,” she notes. “For
children under a year old there is ‘creche’
and ‘maternelle’ - which is a kind of
kindergarten with teachers and health care,
for children up to school age.” ‘

Mothers, “les femmes au foyer” get
substantial allowances if they stay at home
with their children. “It's not just a baby
bonus either,” says Ms. Guillemet-More.
“It's enough to support themselves on.”

Because French women lost their
husbands, fathers and brothers heavily in
the last war, they make sure their daughters
are educated so they can get jobs and
supportthemselves. France has an excellent
training program for middle-aged wormen
who are entering the labour market for the
first time.

“"Women have always worked outside
the home in France, Nicole Guillemet-More
notes. "They work out of necessity. It is not
questioned like it is here in Canada.”

In 1971, some 36,000 franchophone
women lived in B.C. Unlike many other
immigrant women, French-speaking
women are not employed as much in
manual labour. Teaching French and nur-
sing as popular occupations for them in
Canada. ¢

Numerous French women in B.C. come
from Quebec where women gained their
rights much later than other Canadian
wormen. This is due in part to the strong
influence of the Church on the role of
women in the home.

“There is a &oft of mysticism that
persists about motherhood,” says Ms.
Guillemet-More. “Le Devoir magazine
reported recenitly that 65 per cent of French
Canadian men feel women are happier if
they stay at home with kids.”

" What is the differerice between the
 English-speaking and the Francophone

Wwomen's movement?
“The Quebécoises 566 themselves as

French-Canadian first and as women se-

cond,” she says. “There is & bélief that
wormen tHere will hot be libetfated until
Quebec 1s independent of canads.”

But Nicole Gulllemetore is optimistie
about this. “Beyond separatisim and the.
language barrier, | thihk we all have & feeling
of sblidartity with other wormeH's strugglées;”
she says.

Sapaness Womeh Sufferl From Isolation

 Ms. Michiko Sakato éntered Canada
1o Japan &s & tourist inl 1970 béforé the
Immigration laws welé tighteréd. Ih 1972
shé obtained het landed 1m*fﬁ,{/gkgﬁ{ status.
Ms. Sakdto khows the ditficlties Japahese
WOMeh expéribhes intedrating itto Cahs-

dign s’(ib/ff"fy. Léathing thé l6hguade is the

1iFst problem, shé says, Cahadd Mahpowér

Hiks ah Efglish tHaiking program for if-

migrants but bhly ke Mekbert of & Zgﬁf(/

gﬁ"?/ g the male, is slowed (o také the
utse.

Even if the female spouse has more
training or i1s more likely to find work,
Michiko Sakato finds that the male, defined
as the head of the household, is awarded the
opportunity to take the language course.

Besides language, she says the main
problem of women she encounters /s !
employment and housing. The current
economic situation 1s largely to blame, she
says. but she also cites active discrimination
by landlords and employers. -

Young women are still groomed in
Japanese schools and homes for a
successful marriage, where they learn
crafts, flower arranging, the tea ceremony

and sewing.

Canadian Women's News has recently
released a series of articles dealing with the
acceptance, or rejection, of Canadian
“customs” by British Columbia women of
various cultural backgrounds. What follows

is a compilation of those articles.
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Michiko Sakato regrets that Japanese
women shy away from working with these
skills in Canada because they feel they “are
not good enough” and “it is only @ home
thing.”

From Sakato's point of view, Canadian
women enjoy a much more liberated status
than Japanese women. Arranged marriages
occur even in her generation and rmany
Japanese women in Canada suffer from
1solation because their husbands still want
their wives to maintain traditional values.

Divorce is easy to obtain in Japan and is
popular among Japanese males who pay
little or no support for ex-wives. However,
soclal stigma is attached to divorced
women.

Michiko Sakato poirits to a women's
weekly magazine where all the articles are
written by Japanese men. She says most of
the Japanese press is critical of the women's
movement, small as it is in Japan.

Coming from a background which
emphasizes the "home” for women, Ms.
Sakato expresses the need for some form of
consciousness-raising about the women's
movement, before the majority of Japanese
women can begin to emerge from their
isolation and integrate into the Canadian
community.

Chinese Feminists are Exceptions

“Chinese wornen are not very excited by
International Women's Year,” says Maggie
lp. vice-chairwomarn with the United
Chinese Entichment Services Society of
British Columbia.

She says this is generally true of
Chinese women whether they come from
mainland China, Horg Kbﬁ]d, Taiwah ©f
Malaysia, although their roles s wormeér
may - differ somewhat acecotding to théir
coUntty and age. :

Imimigrant Chinese are too busy lear-
ning the language ahd intedrating into the
Canddian Society to guestion the systér
and be iivolved with feminism. “It's too eatly
for tHem to bé thinking beyond sutvival.”

Maggié Ip is realistic about cHannélling
Immigrant womeh Into low- statlus jobs.
“Lét's be realistic,” she ddvisés. “You can't

itdin & 45 year old CHihese woman who Has

het grade five education ahd who doesh't
spesk English, o be aH executive séetétaty
if thtée motiths.” : ko
vf/jei"ﬂd//"(‘/ﬁg class6s théy take result in
morte thén job opportnity tor these women:
Many of the graduates told He later they
are how included In the family decision-
g%/ égffﬁ ;ga/ théit s6hs o 16hG6F 156k dowh
. Most Otjental béople immigrated (6
Canada Under the “family fét‘/f%f/cawh"ﬁ
program. The %/hﬁsq 18ty is & ¢lo56 kit
one.  AlthoUgh — working  worieh st

.China or the riew.”

accepted, marriage and children are con- [

sidered a "must”.
According to Ms. Ip the major problem

of Chinese immigrant women in Canada is, &
“They are caught between their family and |

job responsibilities.” In this regard, they may |

" ‘not be much different than other Canadian |

women.

afford maids or 24 hour child care services.
In Canada, low income families can not

often afford day care, even If there were |&

enough centres to go around. :

“I know of a number of cases in which
the women did not want to stay at home and
clean floors,” says Maggie Ip. “"She was not
willing to give up her way of life or job for
lack of day care so the family went back to
Hong Kong.”

“In Hong Kong, " she'notes, “everything
1s business. Women work out of necessity.
In the past five years, the development of §
secondary industry has provided more jobs |
for women but the women's movement itself
s in its ‘infancy’”

Chinese women are not very active
politically. Ms. Ip herself 1s reluctant to enter
municipal politics but she says this is the
case with Chinese men too. Until 1911F
Chinese tradition or monarchy precluded
democratic involvment. "Of course the
political activity of women in mainland
China is intense.”

“The middle-age  Chinese woman §
believes in the quiet revolution,” she says.
“"Many of them still wait to express things to i
me in private they would never say in public.
Their solution to women's rights is to
convince their own families, especially their
sons.” '

But the youngér generation of Chirese |
women born in Canada are different,” she
says. "They are undergoing & cultural B
identity ctisis. They do not belong to the old

“The Chinese have integrated
successtully into Canadian soclety but they
are & highly visible minotity. The young
Chinese women aré very concerned with
racism and goifig back to their toots,” but
she says, "CHinese femiriists are an excep-
tion.”

Greek Wemen Think Canada Bears Gifts
To some Greek worrien Canada offers

opportunities undreamed of in Oreecel]

making the need for @ wormen's movemert at
least momefitatily unréal to them.

I §pite of It being & global
phenomenon, Initernational Wormen's Yeat
is & foreign’ concept to both Frieda and

Christina, two worren who immigrated to
Canada a nhumber of years ago.

 Christina worked hard upon her artivel
in 196 1. 5he was sightest ther and with the
help of her frietids found & factoty job and
begar ledrring English.

_ 8he received a lot of support from othel
Greek wortien including companionship
English lessoris arid job leads. Greek womer
have & sorority’ dttitude towards one
dnother.

_ Christing’s view of factory work ig thal
Its. "not so bad, How that you can iriaké
$2.60 pér hout. She sees Canada a3 8 land
%OQ/%PO?U/?W dplace where one can make

oney even save money and buy property.

FHeds, who came to Car"iédg‘ f/)n f 9'6%/,
also sees the chance to wotk dnd éscape
poverty ds the key to freedom in Canada.
Wit hér thitd grade education she has

a job, assembling telephones dnd makes
$3.84 per hour. She finds this salgry “nol
bad for. me, for & woman": Her husband
makes $2.75 pér hourin & Greek restaurant,

. As Friedd sées it most women don
work in Greece because “the men don't like
it Yet in Cahada “everybody works. So it
all tight tor women t60."

Middle-class families in Hong Kong can §&
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