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The problem of making a town a profitable and pleasant pla

The Civic Spirit of St John
SECOND PRIZE ESSAY.

BY COLIN MACKAY.AYEAR ago St. John, N.JI., was about the
most self-complacent city on the continent,
with a Booster's Club, which sent to merry
hades anyone who dared ro criticize any-

thing pertaining to the city. To-day it is troubled
with the contagion of the modemn civic renaissance,
and seethes with discontent. A civic spirit bas
emerged, but as yet it is ill-informed, lacking in-
spiring ideals and a constructive programme. Here,
as elsewhere, the real city problem is to make the
city a place worth living in, and that the people may
have the wherewithal to live, a good place for in-
dustry to locate. To this end, St. John needs home
rule; full control of its civic franchises ini order to
assure cheap power and lighting for mariufacturing
purposes, and cbeap and rapid transit eriabling the
workers to live in bealtby surrounclings. Trhe city
also needs a comprebensive plan of city develop-
ment, a plan which would regulate its growtb and
assure broad and cheerful thoroughfares desigried
to facilitate traffic, and openi spaces and parks de-
sigried to, promote the health of the people, and
brigbten their lives. And it needs, too, a new sys-
tem of taxation--one wbich will take taxes off of
industry and improvements.

Our city counicil is not actively interested in these
problems, and the reason is not far to seek. Civic
progress in these directions involves interfererice
with vested interests-with men who control fran-
chise comparues anid big estates, meri wbose wives
guard the door to the charmed circles of society.
Our civic fathers are usually smail business men-
generally the miost timid class in a community-arid
they riaturally are disincliried to take up questions
wbicb would involve a conflict with big business
meni and iriterfere with the social ambitions of their
better halves.

Anid yet our city fathers are niot wbolly to blame.
Their coriservative attitude is nierely the reflection
of the apathy of the citizens generally. Aspirants
for aldermanic honours are not expected thave a
programme or a platform; candidates who bave
attempted to make issues and discuss cîvic affairs
publicly have neyer been able to get a score of citi-
zens to attend their meetings.

The city council's recerit effort to deal with the
power problem well illustrates its sbortcomings and
those of the citizenship. A gronp of local capital-
ista came before it witb a proposition to develop
neigbbouring water powers, asked for a perpetual
franchise in the city's streets, and offered a reduc-
tion of 33 1-3 per cent. on the prevailing prices for
electric power. At the outset the city fathers ap-
proacbed the problem from the point of view of
thirty years ago. Tbey dld not appear to kriow that
power prices in their own city ranged from $135 to
over $300 per horse power, or that in many Onta ' io
cities the prices rariged from $15 to $35, or went as
low as $7.50 in Sweden. They talked of giving or
granting an 80 year franchise because President
Taft recommended that franchises should not be
granted for too long a perîod-not lçnowîng that
modemn municipal authorities hold that a ten year
franchbise. renewal on the Rood behaviour of the

the city remarked not long since city governmentý
will only begin to bie wbat it ought to bie when we
start to teach civic economy in our schools and im-
bue the young with civic ideals. "You'll get the
quickest results that way," said the boss. "Get the
kids interested in their city, give them civic ideals
and they'll wake up the old folks at home."

The Civic Spirit of Oakville
THiRD PRize EssAy.

BY J. M. DENYES.

W ERE there is no civic pride the city perishes.
Civic indifference spelîs narrowness, neglect

<and failure. On the other hand a pro-
riounced and well-reasoned. civic pride means pro-
gress, optimismi and ultimate success.

Citizensbip involves corporate responsibility,
social opportunity, brotherly love. Civic govern-
ment is the embodiment of municipal ideals and
should represent, not the selflsh interests of any
few, but the general weal in the most complete
sense.

1The external reveals the internai. Slovenly
streets, urisightly landmarks, unsanitary conditions
bespeak careless life, absence of civic spirit. A
beautiful outdoors is a woriderful developer of

p atriotism. A beautiful city appeals to the best in
he citizen and engenders civic pride. No municipal

goverriment can afford to neglect'the cultivation of
the aesthetic and artistic taste of its people. This
is the flrst requisite to advanced citizenship.

Ours is a town of about twenty-five hundred.
The civic government has been probably no worse,
no better, than that of the average Ontario town
of the size. The citizens have demanded nothing
more than an honest attempt to keep down the tax-
rate to a point limited only by the mainitaining of
the public service at a reasonable efficiency. Uritil
recently no plans of civic improvement have been
asked for, no ideal of tbe future discussed. The
successful candidate for municipal office required
to commend him only some political dlaim upon his
fellow-citizens, an honest reputation, anid a conceded
general interest in the %velf are of the town. H1e
needed not to be a specialist, or to advocate ariy new
measure of advancemerit.

No mari has risen to demand that municipal re-
,presentatives should be expert in planning a town
that would be attractive to people who are seeking
the best in urban life anid cari afford to choose the
best. No objections have beeri registered against
the unsightly bilîboard or the unnecessary obstruc-
tion on the public highway. Nobody has remori-
strated witb bis neigbbour f or locating his new resi-
dence a few feet farther from or nearer to the
street-line than bis owri, or for painting tbe said
residence ini as many colours as the most fanciful
taste migbt suggest. In other words, the corporate
sense bas been absent.

Nature bas done remnarkable things for us. She
bas giveri us a most beautiful and healthful situa-
tion. a siileridid lake beach. a mid-town river in a
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of committees to act under their direction. Trhe
include in their scope the cleaning and beautifyil
of the town, the removing of everything prejudici
to the public health, the obtaining of larger pa
areas and public playgrounds, the improvement
transportation facilities and railway station groul<
the awarding of prizes for the best-kept lawns a,
garden-plots, the enlistment of the assistance of t
ladies and the children in the schemes of improi
ment, and generally the encouragement of a nuc
pronounced civic pride.

A Publicity and Programme Committee was o
pointed to place the new movement 'before the ci
zens, and they issued an introductory circul
pamphlet setting f.orth the aims of the organi2
tion, to be followed by a monthly bulletin of su
gestions for the work to bie carried on. It was (
plained that it was intended that the new civic f oi
should work in harmony with the committees of 1
town counicil, the board of health, and any other g
ganization witb similar aims for the improvem4
of the town..

Thus will a public sentiment bie cultivated for I
appreciation and attainiment of the good and I
beautiful in all civic affairs, a sentiment which dý
flot but have a herieficial reflex influence upon 1
moral hfie of the people. The dlaims of heal
comfort and enjoyment are given their rightful c(
sideration, whicb after aîl are the prime requisi
to happiness in the social life. The saying is tr
that ours is an age of materialism. If it is true
well, such a movement as I have indicated in
fostering of a lively civic spirit will prove the ni
effectual and powerful corrective. The aims to
kept in view are the beautifying of the nattu
surroundings, the elimination of alI public nuisan
and the improvemnent of living conditions to the
that they be dlean, bealtbful and attractive. Tf
is the true policy of national conservation.

Thne Civic Spirit of Trenton
HONoURA13LF MENTION.

tY E, V. ILLSEY.

T HF, progress or stagnation wicb marks
life of any town or city, is almost entir
dependent upon the existence or non-ex

ence of a spirit of co-operative aggressiveness in
citizens. It migbt be argued that the success
certain well-known centres has been incidental
their geographical position or transportation fa(
ties, and to a certain extent titis is true. A car(
investigation proves, however, that a towri witb
proper energy cari overcome seemingly unsurmot
able difficulties, and bring to its doors prosper
In our town, endowed by Nature with a spler
location, and beriefitted by the hand of man, thro
the poision of lines of railway, a spirit of letha
seems to have ennervated our if e for years,
allowed possibiIities-rare opportunities in fa(
to corne and pasa away unused, neglected. Our
zens have stood for years, agape at the wonde:
progress of sucb cities as Toronto, Wininipeg
Vancouver, and in the class of smaller towns, 1
lin, Brantford and Peterborough. Most of us b
wondered how tbey seem to get ail the new (
cerris when tbey have not haif the natural adi
taLyes we have. Fatalistic nonsense! Could


